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the capitol in Washington, its mectings were held there and at the Astor
House. Torty-nine witnesses testified belore it.

The investigations of the committee having been influenced to a great ex-
tent by the political proclivities of its members, they not infrequently differcd in
their individual judgments concerning the acceptance of the testimony of certain
witnesses, and the manner in which it had been elicited. These differences
caused a division of the committee, and as a consequence six presented a re-
port of the majority and three a report of the minority.  Each of these reports
reflect the main featurcs of the differences controlling the action of the mem-
bers making the two reports.

In the report of the majority, that part of the committee prefatorily remarks

“ At no period in the history of the federal government has there been
deeper or better founded cause than exists at the present moment for every
patriot heart to desire a prompt consummation of that signal “ lasi of reforme’
which public sentiment, many years since, inscribed on the [ist of cveculive
dulies tn characters too legible to be overlooked, requiring, ‘particularly the cor-
rection of those abuses that have brought the patronage of the federal gov-
ernment into confliet with the freedom of clections, and ke counteraction of
those cawuses whick lave disturded e rightful conrse of apporntnent, sr?m’ Lave
placed ov continued power in wifaithful or tncompelent hands. woomo

“The committee will remark here, that, in the outset of the investigation
they have made, ey supposcd it both proper and safe to place (henselves some-
what confidingly under the guidance of seveval special reporis whick lad been
sade to the howse upon the subject of Mr. Swartwoul's defaleations, é_y e
treasury officers, previous to the appointment of the committee, % ¥ *
7t however, very soon became evident that those reports were not lo be tmplic-
itly relied on as auxiliaries in finding out cithcr the law or the facts of ihc

case. T
“There seems to be no cause to doubt the correctness of the reports of the
treasury officers as to the extent of Mr. Swartwout’s [alleged| defalcations,
($1,225,705.69) one million two lhundred and lwenly-five lonsand seven
Zmn(f; el and five dollars and sixly-nine cents. * % %

“ So far as Mr. Swariwount's tuicrests or repulation are lo be ajfected, it
matters not whether any portion of fiis [alleged] defaleations be traced back fo
7836, or only to 1837, becanse such « question, respecting dates, 1s 1ol pretended
i any way to alter the agoreoale amound”

Having signally f"nled as is shown by the testimony of the several wit-
nesses examined, to find a veritable cause for the collector’s alleged defalca-
tions, the committee set forth as established facts, grounded on that testimony,

the following inferences:



