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on. No definite contract,” he had further learned, had been made, but that
“an agent was to be sent to the United States for the purpose of making ex-
aminations [of the Maryland property| on behalf of the London capitalists.”

By Mr. [Towell, a stockholder of the Maryland and New York Iron and
Coal Company, he was told ¢t ihe ex-colicctor's visit to [fugland had for ils
object the raising of funds in London “fto form a capilal for the constriuction
of works " on the land of the company, which otherwise would be unpreductive ;
that “the large value at which it was estimated depended on the erection of an
establishment there, which could carry on the manufacture of iron to the full
extent justified by the richness of the mineral productions; and 2kat the funds
Lo be vaised must be first cxclusively applicd to these purposes.”

The fictitious character of the allegations of Henry Ogden and Joshua
Phillips concerning the dishonesty of Samuel Swartwout while filling the office
of collector of customs at the port of New York, is further shown by the
direct and positive testimony of Nathaniel Schultz, the long-experienced
auditor of the custom-house accounts. In answer to the question: * Will
you examine the statement presented by Mr. Gilpin and Mr, Barker, in their
letter {to the secretary of the treasury] of the fifteenth of November, 1838, and
say whether their statement of Mr., Swartwout’s defalcation prior to (July,
1836) the time you left the custom-house, be correct or not; and, if correct,
point out wherein ;" he thereupon testified under oath, saying:

““IN KESPECT TO ALL THAT IS SAID ABOUT TONNAGE DUTIES TIHEIR $TATE-
MENT 1S ERRONEOUS. My, Swartwont regnlarly cuteved all the tonnage duiies,
and money rveceived therefor wpon Ris cash-book and other books, and accounnled
vegularly jor the same in his quarierly and other retwrns. 1 AM CERTAIN OF
THIS, and [ show yon new, in the book before the [congressional | committee
[ of investigation], #ie cas/i-book and olhicr books, that they were so enlered and
accounted for at the proper limes. 1t is not vight to say that My Swarfwout
s & defanller for any of these tlems of *tonnage dutics, AND I MAINTAIN AND
SHOW, &y the books and returns, that they lave been regularly accounted jfor
to the Unitedd Stales.

“The nextitem is ‘ forfeitures and penalties,” amounting to $39,823.t12. The
amount of this item /7 Lave already shown the commeitiee by the books, the * casi-
book,’ the " book of general accounts, and *accouni-current book’ (from which
last book the quarterly accounts are copied and sent to the treasury depart-
ment), was regularly credited to the Unifed Stafes. But My, Swartwout ye-
tained a laorge proporiion of this amonnt tn lis hands, aind lie weekly returus
showed that he redained this noney at lie (e, because they did not acknow!-
edge the recerpt of it His accounts, forwarded lo Washineton, showed that he
owed tiis money lo the United States.



