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What indeed is the force of the numerous and contradictory allegations of
Henry Ogden and Joshua Phillips concerning- Samuel Swartwout's peculations
ofcustom-house moneys between the years 1829 and 1837 ? Shall their bastard
assertions be deferred to and be believed rather than the veracious and explicit
declarations of Nathaniel Schultz, the honest and uncorrupted auditor of the
custom-house, whose integrity and faithfulness had ever been praised and ad-
mired during his thirty-seven years of service there?

Read and weigh the sworn testimony of this worthy and intelligent account-
ant and form your conclusions regarding the charges which Henry Ogden and
Joshua Phillips brought against Samuel Swartwout."The day that Iretired from the custom-house and took leave of the col-
lector," as Nathaniel Schultz deposed,

"
Ithought it my duty to state to him

that he was indebted to the United States in the sum of about $40,000 for for-
feitures. He answered, ' Very well, sir, Iwillsee to it.' Igive the substance
of his words.""

They [the forfeitures] zvere credited to the United States regularly in
the account current, in the quarter in zvhich the forfeitures were received from
the mars Jial of the United States, Forfeitures were received by the collector
from the marshal. Mr.Swarhvout did not keep the accounts himself, but I, as

AUDITOR, REGULARLY CREDITED THE UNITED STATES IN THEIR ACCOUNT CURRENT

IN THESE WORDS:
' By AMOUNT OF FORFEITURES RECEIVED THIS QUARTER, AS PER

DOCUMENTS HEREWITH.'
"

"
The accounts of Mr. Swartwout were correct up to the 31ST of

March, 1836, with the exception of the forfeitures, as already stated,

as far as my knowledge extended.""The accounts underwent a critical examination by me, so that if

there was an error of one cent, ihad the means of discovering it by

proving the accounts.""
About the year 1799, to the best of my recollection, Iwas made the officer

to perform the duties of auditor of the custom-house. At that time there
zvere no means in the custom-house toprove the accounts with the accuracy of
zvhich they arc susceptible of being proved. And during the time that Mr.

Gelston was collector, Iwas dissatisfied with myself for not being able
to render an exact account of all the items which comprised or made the bal-
ance in the account current, and thought Iwould contrive a plan to make it
more perfect, and succeeded. The plan of book-keeping Ithen formed has
continued ever since, and now exists in the custom-house, by zvhich any error

can be detected. As, for example :

"Soon after Mr. L. McLane [1831-18331 came into office as secretary of
the treasury, he sent to the comptroller for the account current of the collector


