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der his properiy, and wiake the best errangemicnt e conld o (hat A0r. Swartwon!
Lold fedwe in reply, fic was confident of betng able to raise moncy in Fnoland, by
which lic conld pay fids whole debt lo the United Stales as seon as fic relurned,
and fwe did nol il e busiiess would be Lrowit before Lhal Lime.

“In reply to our inquiry as to the time when the abstraction ol the public
money commenced, he stated that it was about nine months after Mr. Swart-
wout was appointed collector.  He afterwards said he supposed it might have
been a year after—that is, in 1830; that, as the amount of |the] delaleation
increased, he [requently spoke to Mr. Swartwout on the subject; and #Zaf
about four years since it fead becovie so lavece that he told Vr. Swartecout that
wadess wieaswres were taken to reduce 1, e conld ot condinue in the silualion
le feld.  Nr. Swartwout was, however, confident that the operations in
which he was engaged would be so profitable as to make it easy for him to
pay off the whole deficiency. This mode of treating the subject Mr. Swartwout
continued to persist in to the last, always expressing his belief that he could set
matters right.

“ I yeply to our inguivy as to the node in which the affary fad becn con-
ducled, and the amount, Mr. Ogden stated that My, fhillips, ihe assisiant
caslier, was worve fully acquainted with the particulors than limself, but that
[t conmenced by My, Swartwout nol passing lo the cvedid of the treasurer
the whole sumis received ; that the bonds, being placed in bank, were there
collected and passed to the credit of Mr. Swartwout himself; and that the
weekly translers to the treasurer by Mr. Swartwout were usually made on
Monday, but did not include the moneys received later than Saturday morn-
ing at 10 o'clock; by which means the receipts on bonds due on Saturday and
Sunday were embraced in the succeeding week; and thus that amount, which
often was $100,000 or $200,000, could be kept and used by him; the receipts
of the last two days of each week enabling him to make up the previous
deficiency, so as to transfer the requisite sum to the treasurer.

“ Thee next mode adopted by Mr. Swariwount was the use of the fund depos-
ited lo meet unliguidaled dutics, which was a large one, amounting frequently
to $r50,000 or F200,000, and was entircly under his control, the deposites
heing made to Mr. Swartwout’s own credit, and subject to his check. To these
he added the use of moneys paid to him on account of the share ol the United
States in penalties and forfeitures; and he also overdrew the account for fees
and emoluments payable to him for himsell and the officers of the customs.

“ These were, Mr. Ogden stated, tn fois opinion, the sources from whick
Mr. Swartwout refained the moncys, and e mode by which lhe was able to
kecp Nis transfer lo the lreasurer apparcnily corvect; but about the years 1836
and 1837, the deticiency had amounted so high that it became necessary, in



