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“When you arrive, either the distress, or a suit on the account as well as
the bond, canld he resorted to, as the facts may appear to justify,

“ You could take a proper elerk with you from the auditor’s or comptroller’s,
with the proper papers in this case, in order /o sce when the defanlt arose, ow,
and lo what cxlent it has aclually proceeded.  On all the points T wish for a
thorough investigation and report, as well as on the regulation that can be
adopted now, or the law that may be necessary hereafter, in like cases.

“If in consulting with the proper accounting officers, you think it more
uscful to have the comptroller go to New York, this letter can be referred by
you to him, aifd he proceed with all the necessary papers, and with suitable
instructions from you to the district-attorney ; or you might both go, if found to

be uselul.
“ Respecetfully yours,

“ Levi WooDBURY
“ Secretary of the treasury.
“Henry D. Girein, Esq.,
« Solicitor of the treasury.”

The particulars elicited by J. N. Barker, the first comptroller, and H. D.
Gilpin, solicitor of the treasury, concerning the alleged defalcation of Samucl
Swartwout, are contained in a communication from them to the secretary of the
treasury, written in New York, on November 8, 1838.

“We arrived here ourselves yesterday, and found that Mr. | John] Under-
wood, [a clerk in the office of the first auditor of the treasury, at Washington, |
had been industriously engaged in the necessary examinations. 7Ve result
Las been, so far, to ascerlari that tie defalcation cxceeds $r.200,000. He
will continue his labors until he has every fact necessary for making a true
account, when he will proceed at once to Washington, and have it duly stated
and passed by the accounting officers. * * ¥ %

“IVe Lave cvery reason to belicve that the security in Mr. Swartwout's offi-
cial bond oI5 fully sufficeent for ils amonnt. * F F F

AN thal we know in regard fo it al present is derived frome a voluitary
comninnication made to us last evening by Mr. Henry Ofm’en the cashier of the
custone-fonse during Ar. Swartwoul's teym. * % %

“ He commencud by saying that the circumstances of the case had troubled
him exceedingly lor some time, and ¢ias ie had strongly wrged M. Swartiout
nof Lo leave Lhe Uniled States @ Alugust last; that fhe lad told fiim it was
searcely possible the defalealion could remain wuck longer concealed ; especially
since He accounls for the last guaréer lad been callcd for and not furnisied ;
that he advised hin, instead of eotng lo Lurope, to go at once to Washinglon,
subnirt a statenment of e whole malter lo the secretary of the treasury, siurvon-



