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mercltants fn lhds cily, against e payuents of dulics, oloine him nolice that
they tutend to conmence suits, Lo recover back the amownt of dutics s paid.
Not fawing sufficient dala, [ ane wnable o ascertain the amount of dities n-
volved i those profests ; nor can [ oanlicipale wilh cortainty whal will be
Cthe resull of suily thal may be broueld, of wiich the importers have piven
notice.

“Lhe protesis to which 1 haoe voferred present a preal varicly of guestions,
all relating tocxeess of dutics,; wany clafnine as gl a redurn as 50 perccid.;
others a return of but small percentage, and others again a reduction of duties
in various amounts. On an examination of the invoices and appraisements at
the custom-house, in reference to the questions presented by the protests, the
amount of cach claim can be readily ascertained. [ will apply to the present
collector for such statement, and transmit it to you upon my receipt thercof. It
will, however, require several days to prepare such a document.

Iy the profests il appears Lhat Lhere are 660 packages of [cn, blonkels,
stlk, fwostery, worsted, and ollecr articles, on whiclk a return of duly &5 cladvied.

“As the gquestions inwolved i wany of the profests have becn adjudicaled,
(as for instance, the worsted, linens, and silks,) tee tmporiers will, of course,

pursie Lhetr clatnes withou! muclh delay.
“] am, &c.,

“ W M, Pricg,
“U. S. district-attorney,
“To llexry D. GiLeiN, Esq.,
“ Solicitor of the treasury, Washington.”

In these corroborative facts, the secretary found convincing evidence of
the undeniable wisdom of the ex-collector’s purpose.  Ile furthermore discov-
ered in the following letter of the ex-collector's suecessor highly satisfying
proof that Samuel Swarlwout was not without funds sufficient to meet his

official obligations.
« Custom-house, New York, April 19, 1838.

«“Sir: I wrote you on the 12th instant in relation to moncys for the pur-
posc of paying return duties, &c., to “which I have received no answer,  The
payments have been very heavy this month, and ke persens cutitled to relurn
datties stood mnch i need of the moncy duc e 1 therefore borrowed of niy
predecessor, Alr. Swarlwont, $25000 of lreasury noles, and awe cvery ey
obliged to call on fitne foir L same purpose.

“As I require those who are to pay moncy into this department to be
prompt, 1 am ambitious to be prompt also in behalf of the government.  On
the 1st of May we are to pay off the inspectors, &c.  As some of those who
will be entitled to pay on that day I propose not ta reappoint, I am anxious to



