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with the manly defence of the misrepresented official, who dispassionately
wrote the censorious secretary the following answer :
“ Custom-house, New York, Collector's Office, May 22, 1837,

“5ir:—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letier of the
rgth 1nstant, and beg leave to state, that | regret that you should have believed
the various reports of the newspapers in regard to the language said to have
been made use of by me on the 17th instant. T will give you the precisc words
made use of by me, and lecave you to judge whether there was any impropriety
in them.

' Several gentemen called upon me to request that T should meet the
merchants at their exchange, and inform them of the result of my visit to
Washington. T did so, and when there, stated, that immediately on the receipt
ol your communication of the 1z2th instant, T set out for Washington; that
when T arrived there I waited upon the secretary of the treasury, and ex-
pressed to him my apprehensions that the order could not be carried out, and
begged to know whether some expedients could not be adopted to relieve the
merchants from specic payments; that the secretary showed me the law, read
it, and observed that it was imperative, and could not be disregarded; that
upon this I went to see the president, who gave me the same assurances, ex-
pressing, at the same time, his deep sympathy for the merchants who were so
unfortunately situated; that as no relicf could be offered through the author-
ity of the government, I had offered to act without its orders, provided I was
permitted in any way so to do, and that I would throw myself upon the
people and congress for my justification; but that this proposition was
promptly discountenanced by you. In conclusion I remarked, that notwith-
standing the government could not authorize any deviation from the law, I was
perfectly willing to take such responsibility, and that I believed the people and
congress would bear me outin it.  This same declaration was made in your,
and the president’s hearing, without exciting your alarm in the least at the time,

“In renewing it here, /7 d7d not wmcan to be understood as haetng acted on
11, 01 assuneed Wl bt stnply cxpressed ey belicf, in case it showld be done,
and [ aoas willing to run the hasard, that 7, or any other persen so doing, would
be fully sustained by conaress.

“ Tl expression, therefore, of such a belicf was noé criminal althongh to
carry iLoul mroht have beew o but this [ ded not do.

N The dustruclions conlalned tu your letter of the rath instant, and i sub-
sequent orders, have been striclly carried into effect. Not a dollar Jor bouds,
or cash dultes Jus been recetved at this office since Mr. Ogden receticd your
letter of Lhe v yth nstant, i any (hing but i specie [ have wot authorized or

PThe collector betng at that wme i Washington. Henry Ogden was the casbier of customs,



