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nate son, Mr. Thomas Swartwout, who unknown to me, and contrary to the
expressed discipline of the ship'under my command, at Alg-eciras, on the 30th
of March, met and fought with Mr. Higinbothom, midshipman, on board the
same ship, and unfortunately fell.

" I endeavored to have him interred at Gibraltar, supposing- it would be
more gratifying' to the feelings of his relatives to have himburied in an English
place, but Icould not obtain permission. Me was laid at Algeciras, 1 in Fort
St. Jago. Mis clothes were taken charge of by a midshipman by his particular
request."Ishall instruct Mr. [Timothy] Winn, the purser, to settle his account

with you. "
Iam very respectfully, sir,

"Your most obt. servant,
"

Wm. Bainbridge.
"B. Swartwout, Esq." 2

Augustus, the seventh son of Colonel Barnardus Swartwout, then sixteen
years of age, was appointed, on January 1, 181 2, by President James Monroe,

a midshipman in the United States navy. His participation in the famous
action on the tenth of September, that year, on Lake Erie, was a consequence
of certain measures taken by the United States government to obtain the com-

mand of its waters.

"During the summer and autumn of 1812, Captain Oliver 11. Perry, of
Rhode Island, a zealous naval officer twenty-seven years of age, was in com-

mand of a flotillaof gunboats on the Newport station. He was very anxious
for service in a wider field of action —on the lakes or the broad ocean —where
he might encounter the enemy and win distinction. In November he offered
his services for the lakes ;and, on the first of February following* he received a

cordial letter from Commodore Isaac Chauncey, in which that gentleman said :

'You are the very person that Iwant for a particular service, in which you
may gain reputation for yourself and honor for your country.'

"This service was the command of a naval force on Lake Erie. Captain
Perry was delighted, and his joy was complete, when, on the seventeenth of
the same month, he received orders from the secretary of the navy to report to
Commodore Chauncey, at Sackett's Harbor, with all the best men of his flotilla
in Narragansett Bay. Before sunset that clay he had dispatched Sailing-master
Aim)-, with fifty men and officers, for the eastern shore of Lake Ontario. Two
days afterward another company of fifty men were sent to the same destina-

1 Algeciras, a seaport town of Spain, in Andalusia, province of Cadi/, on the west side of the I3ay of
Gibraltar, opposite and six miles west of Gibraltar.''

Harnai dus Swai twout's papers and letters in the possession of one of his descendants.


