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of Miro. TDBoth were ambitious of the favor at court, with which the success of
their undertakings would he rewarded ; and hence they desired to keep as a
sceret the means by which the object was to be cffected.

“In a dispatch addressed by Mito, on the cighth of January, 1788, 1o Valdces,
the minister and sccretary of state {or the department of the Indies, writing of
the plans of DY Argts, he says:

“ T fear that they may clash with Wilkinson's principal object.  In the
first place, I Argés having presented himself here with very little pradence and
concealment, it may turn out that Wilkinson, in Kentucky, being made aware
of the mission of this agent, may think we are not sincere, and that, endeavor-
ing to realize his project without him, we use him mercly as a tool to facilitate
the operations of Y Arges.  Under the umpression that D'AArgts may reap the
whole credit of the undertaking, m case of success, it may happen that he will
counteract them, for this reason I have been reflecting for many days whether
it would not be proper to communicate to DY Argés Wilkinson’s plans, and to
Wilkinson the mission of 1D Arges, in order to unite them, and to dispose them
to work m concert.  But I dare not do so, because IV’ Argés may consider that
the great projects of Wilkinson niay destroy the merit of his own, and he may
communicate them to some one who might cause Wilkinson to be arrested as a
criminal ; and also because Wilkinson may take offense at another being ad-
mitted to participate in conficdential proceedings upon which depended bis life
and honor, as he expresses himself in his memorial’

“ In the same dispatch he continues @ * The delivering up of Kentucky into
his majesty’s hands, which is the main object to which Wilkinson has promiscd
to devote himself entirely, would forever constitute this province a rampart for
the protection of New Spam, * ¥ % % The western people would no
longer have any inducement to emigrate 1f they were put 1 possession of a free
trade with us.  This is the reason why this privilege should be granted only
to o few mdividuals baving mflucnce among them, as is suggested in Wilkin-
son's memorial, because in their scemng the advantages bestowed on the few,
they might be casily persuaded to acquire the like by becoming Spanish sub-
jects.’

“Wilkinson, having remained several months at New Orleans, mstead of
returning to Kentucky by way of the river, sailed for Philadelphia, whenee he
procceded to Richmond, Virginia, then the seat of government for the Kentucky
district.  From this point he addressed a letter to Gardoqui relative to the
affairs of Touisiana, and, as he subsequently informed Miro, to sound him on
his plans, and to divert his actention {rom himsell, as he had been informed that
his own reception at New Orleans had been the subject of comment by the
Spanish minister,



