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tenant-Colonel Henry Rutgers was commandant; and, on March 15, 1797,
from Governor John Jay, that of lieutenant-colonel commandant of the Fifth
Regiment. Having been elected a member of assembly in 1799, he honorably
served his constituents during the twenty-third session of the legislature, from
January 28, to April 8, 1800. It would seem that he continued in business in
the city of New York until the year 1805, when he was merchandising at No.
141 Washington Street. Having spent the later years of his life at Tarrytown,
on the banks of the Hudson, he died there, and his remains were interred in
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, where, immediately in the rear of the chapel, a

marble headstone marks his grave, and bears the inscription :"
Sacred to the memory of Col. Barnardus Swartwout, jour. A soldier of

the Revolution, born Sept. 26, 1761, deceased Oct. 8, 1824."
The career of Jacobus Swartwout as a statesman was one of more than ordi-

nary distinction both as regards the number of years which itcomprised, and the
length of time in which he enjoyed the favors of his political supporters, for it
embraced eighteen successive sessions of the legislature, six of which included
the terms for which he was elected a member of the assembly, and twelve the
terms for which he was elected a senator. Beginning his first term as an as-

semblyman, at Kingston, on September 10, 1777, he ended his last at the same

place, on March 23, 1783. Elected a senator that year, he enteied upon his
first term in the city of New York, on January 21, 1784, and ended his last
there, on April 9, 1795. 1

Under the first constitution of the state of New York a council of ap-
pointment was annually designated by an open nomination and election by the
assembly of a senator from each of the four senatorial districts into which the
state had been divided. On January 21, 1784, Ezra LTTommedicu, of the
southern district; Jacobus Swartwout, of the middle; Alexander Webster, of
the eastern, and Abraham Yates, jr., of the western, were chosen to compose
it;and on January 19, 1786, Lewis Morris, of the southern, Jacobus Swart-
wout, of the middle, David Hopkins, of the eastern, and Philip Schuyler, of the
western, were selected. The governor of the state was ex-officio the presiding
officer of the council and had a casting vote whenever there was an even

division of the members on a pending question.
A convention of delegates of the different states, having drafted a constitu-

tion for the United States of America while in session in Philadelphia from
May 14 to September ij,1787, transmitted copies of it to the legislatures of
the states, requesting them to submit the same to the people of their common-

1 He served six years as coroner ofDutchess County under six appointments of the state council of
appointment :January 30, 1778, March 6, 1779, February 18, 1780, and September 29, 1780, not in-
cluding his appointment to the same office, December 30, 1769.


