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Whatever was the preponderating judgment concerning the initial presentation
of the stars, there is no information to enlighten inquisitive historians. Pos-
sibly those embellishing the primal standard of the rising republic in the west-
ern hemisphere were constellated to represent the geographical positions of the
thirteen united colonies. The inference seems warranted by the phraseology
of the resolution which authorizes the grouping of the stars in an inexistent
order. Should they have been arranged in a circle or in the form of a triangle,
or clustered to resemble a familiar object, they could not have been regarded
as bringing before the mind something new. As pertinently remarked by a
thoughtful writer : "This 'new constellation

'
meaning 1 no more than a new

grouping of stars different from any of those mentioned in astronomy, has
proved a stumbling block for the hyper-critics, eager to seek some hidden

symbolism in the most indifferent things, and they have supposed the constel-
lation to mean Lyra, because Lyra is a symbol for union. Lyra, however, is
an old constellation, and the resolution calls for a new one."

The incidents of that bright and memorable first Sunday in August, on
which the flag of the United States of America first rippled its rich blazonry in
the free air of heaven, need little crarniture of the imagination to obtain for
them a permanent haven in the memory of every man, woman, and child
claiming nationality under the attractive emblems of the beautiful ensign which
had its auspicious consecration at Fort Schuyler.

The planting of a pole of a suitable height on the northeast bastion was ac-
complished in the afternoon. When the shadow of the west wall of the fort
began to darken the inner side of the east parapet, the finished flag fastened to
a halyard running to the top of the tall staff lay covered on the ground by it.
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