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cast shorc of the North River.  Passing over to the west side of the river,
they burned at Hoboken and Pavonia, and also on Stiten Island, many houses
and barns of the settlers.

“ During the three days that this storm raged,” as related by O Callaghan,
“the Duteh Tost one hundred people, one hundred and fifty were taken into
captivity, and more than three hundred persons besides were deprived of
house, home, clothes, and food.  Twenty-cight bouweries and a number of
plantations were burned, twelve to fifteen thousand selepels of grain de-
stroyed, and from five to six hundred head of cattle Killed or deiven off. The
damages inflicted on the colonists were estimated at two hundred thousand
florins, or cighty thousand dollars.

“ A visitation so dreadful, it may easily Dbe conceived, spread the greatest
consternation abroad.  All the country people except those ol Amersfoort,
Breukelen, and Midwout, and the negro hamlets * took wing " and fled to the
Manhattans.™ !

The magistrates of Midwout, Adriaen Iegeman and Tomys Swartwout,
then reduced to two by the withdrawal of Jan Sncdeker, rccognizing the
msecurity of the place should the Indians attempt a massacre of the settlers
there, began immediately to concert plans for their protection,  Aware of the
importance of having them reside near one another so that all their dwellings
might be within the limits of a smaller area which might be fenced then with
palisades with less expense and labor, the prudent se/eperns induced the house-
holders to agree to do what secmed most imperative in view of their defense-
less situation.  In order to secure the sanction of the provincial authorities,
they presented the following petition :

“To the Noble and Respected Lords, the Dircetor-General and the Hon-
orable Members of the Council of New Netherland.

Noble and Respected Lords:

“ The magistrates of Midwout, authorized and representing all the nhab-
itants of the aloresaid village, set forth to your Honors how dangerous it is in
this critical juncture il each inhabitant should continue to reside on his own
farm, wherefore the supplicants, having first consulted the other inhabitants
who embraced their proposal, are of the opinion that it would be desirable
for the security of their persons and property to concentrate the aforesaid in-
habitants on a smaller space in such a manncr as might be approved by your
Honors, wherelore we solicit your Fonors that it may please you as soon as
it is possible to have the limits of our village fixed so that cach inhabitant may
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