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ground, the felling of large forest trees for suitable timber for their houses,
barns, and fences, the exertion of erecting them, the oversight required to keep
their cattle from straying while their bouiverljs remained unenclosed, the watch-
fulness exercised to protect their seeded land and maturing crops from the
ravages of insects, birds, and graminivorous animals, these and many other
urgent duties and multiplying cares allowed them no time during the summer

and fall months to engage in less exacting and less exhausting occupations.
Walking, and occasional riding by turns on horseback, to and from New Amster-
dam on Sundays, and worshipping with the colonists residing there and in the
neighboring settlements, afforded the older members of the households at Mid-
wout enjoyable respites from agricultural and domestic toil. When obstruct-
ing depths of snow and the severe cold of winter restricted them to the
immediate vicinity of their farms, the cadence of beating flails, the sound
of hewing axes, and the lowing of sledge-drawing oxen often revealed the
locality and nature of the daily tasks of the busy farmers.

In the summer and fall of [653, certain colonists on Long Island were

robbed of horses and other movable property. The sufferers repeatedly made
known their losses to Director-General Stuyvesant, but failed in bringing about
the arrest and punishment of the thieves. The indifference of the provincial
authorities to their appeals for protection caused them to seek the advice of
the people of the neighboring settlements regarding the means to be em-

ployed to free themselves from further losses of property. In order to obtain
an adequate- expression of the views of the other settlers respecting the action
to be taken to protect the outlying farms from thieves and marauders, they
invited the property-holders of Gravesande, Vlissingen and Middelburg (New
Town), to send representatives to New Amsterdam, on November 24, to meet
with those of the burgewecsters and schepens o{ that city.

In order to forestall any action taken at the meeting criminating him for
inattention to the appeals of the colonists for protection, and to overrule it in
such a manner as would frustrate the purpose for which the delegates were to
convene, the crafty director-general, on the twenty-fourth of November, issued
the following speciously worded announcement :"Whereas several complaints have been made to us concerning the incur-
sions and robberies of a certain Thomas Haxter, a fugitive from this province,
and his companions, by which among others, Jochim Pietersen Cuyter, Wil-

befae/de/i is, ii'c? t mi/i 1 met lit;si/ /' o/n'rede/i si/n de Jiebben "Jan Snedi/cer si/ne bouiocri/e
inbrand te sfmLn, dae/oiu/ In/ dt'iiDirecteur ila^ende J/eeft met si/// o/> den id 'Jn/ii/ too/

-
/(den niif d< ll'i/den ever de beta/in^ voor V hint <;< aetordee/ t. I)e Direiteur so/ide dc betalin^e doe//,
niaer daer 10/nt n'nt i>a/i,soo dat de man in />eri/ti/l b/yst, t/i het dorp niet voorten^aet ;de Dueiteur
unit lant //iitbetae/e/i, tun lili/dt/i dat ter anderen dot//."
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