7O THE SWARTWOUT CIRONICLES.

cvround, the felling of large forest trees for suitable timber for their houses,
harns, and fences, the excrtion of erccting them, the oversight required to keep
their cattle from straying while their bowewerzss remained unenclosed, the watch-
fulness exercised to protect their secded land and maturing crops from the
ravages of inscets. birds, and graminivorous animals, these and many other
urgent duties and multiplying cares allowed them no time during the summer
and {all months to engage in less exacting and less exhausting occupations.
Walking, and occasional riding by turns on horscback, to and from New Amster-
dam on Sundays, and worshipping with the colonists residing there and in the
neighboring settlements, afforded the older members of the houscholds at Mid-
wout cnjoyable respites from agricultural and domestic toil.  When obstruct-
ing depths of snow and the severe cold of winter restricted them to the
immediate vicinity of their farms, the cadence of heating flails, the sound
of hewing axes, and the lowing of sledge-drawing oxen often revealed the
locality and nature of the daily tasks of the busy farmers.

In the summer and fall of 1633, certain colonists on Long [sland were
robbed of horses and other movable property.  The sufferers repeatedly made
known their losses to Director-General Stuyvesant, but failed in bringing about
the arrest and punishment of the thieves.  The indifference of the provincial
authorities to their appeals for protection caused them to seek the advice of
the people of the neighboring settlements regarding the means to be em-
ployed to free themsclves from further losses of property.  In order to obtain
an adequate expression of the views of the other scttlers respecting the action
to be taken to protect the outlying farms from thicves and marauders, they
invited the property-holders of Gravesande, Vlissingen and Middelburg (New
Town), to send representatives to New Amsterdam, on November 24, to mect
with those of the durgencesters and sclcpens of that city,

In order to forestall any action taken at the mecting criminating him for
inattention to the appeals of the colonists for protection, and to overrule it in
such o manner as would {rustrate the purpose for which the delegates were to
convene, the crafty dircetor-general, on the twenty-fourth of November, issued
the following speciously worded announcement :

“Whereas scveral complaints have been made to us concerning the incur-
stons and robbertes of a certain Thomas Baxter, a fugitive from this province,
and his companions, by which among others, Jochim Pletersen Cuyter, Wil
hodoreddon Tswoer Foanlo v aef geac it o8 Foansredenn S ole deliben Fan Sueddfer pedieic RE e dowroerize
v doiand e steccKon, ddavrores by den Directerer dagenrde ecff weet sijn pocliinden of den 200 Ty oo -
foddear s b 10 dvn oivr o betuiiny ooy T8 kel goaciordeerfs Il Ihviecfewr sounde ofe /n'f.riff}{gn' ek,
MOEEE vy conmd nicl tan, see dal oo i peripond Wysto o died doerp it veortengact o de Deeteier
wetl f fand adcd dedavion, nocd fpden dat fer anderen docn
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