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New York, May 2, 1933. 

J 

carl Engel, Esq.
 
3 East 43rd street,
 
New Y 0 r k.
 

Dear Mr. EIlgel: 

On your request I saw yesterday the Fairchild people, with 
reference to sound reproduction machines to be used in rec~rding folk-songs, 
and for my purposes to be used where there ere no possible electric connec­
tions. In other wards, the machine must be operated by batteries. Such a 
machine the Fairchilds offered to build within three weeks time at a cost of 

475. It will weigh about 300 Ibs. Should they also build a platform for 
carrying the machine in the back of an automobile, the total cost would be 

500. The Fairchilds furnished a machine of this type to Prof. De Onise of 
Columbia University, and PTof. schindler of Bennington College, for recording 
folk-songs in spain. Mr. Garwick claims that 200 successful recordings were 
made. 

I visited the Amplion people this morning. They asked me 
495 for a similar machine complete, the chief difference being that their 

•machine weighs less than 100 Ibs. The Amplion people inform me that Dr. 
Greet of the English Department of Columbia Uni vers i ty has in ~se en outfit 
purchased !'rom them that has giTen entire satisfaction. They also claim 
that New York university has recently purchased a machine. 

Both of these companies gave me satisfactory evidence that 
their machines operate successfully, both in recording end reproducing 
singing, when such recording is done under the favorable conditions of 
their own equipment and expert operation. I did not have an opportunity 
of hearing any records played that had b~en made under field conditions. 

I 8m deeply grateful for your very kind interest in my work
 
. and the constant courtesy you have shown me.
 

Sincerely yours 

~(J..~,.. 
P.S. For your information, a letter addressed to me in care of General 
Delivery, Albany, New York, will reach me any time for a week. Atter that, 
I shall be at the University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 

P.P.S. PTof. De Onise tells me the machine was entirely satisfactory. 
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iOHN A. LOMAX • UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS STATION. AUSTIN TEXAS 

c p y 

BY' 19, 1933 

r. John A. Lomax,
 
Universit,y of exas,
 
Austin, Texas.
 

Dear ir: 

I have secure the order from the Atlas far a 
battery operated recording instrument and I hope to be 
able to duplicate it for you. I have seen Mr. Engel and he 
will advise me as soon as word comes from l'j'ashington to 

·proceed. ince I talked with you Fairchild has stiffly in­
creased the.prices of all instruments much against my will 
- their ba tery portable no is. 600 and as our ideas of 
policy and construction are getting farth~r apart every day
I have decided to sever my connec ions with them. Every 
improvement in their instrument has directly come about 
through me and my efforts and I have already given them much 
of the specifications for the instrument which I will agree 
to build for you for v450.00 including batteries. If you wish 
to provide your own batteries, deduct 30.00( see EpecificationS 
for description) I will have as my echnical staff the engineers 
at the studio ~here I took you. These men are recognized as being 
at the very top and are called in or have been by the 0 her 
manufacturers of recording ins ruments. They have a repu ation 
for making the best metal and ax records in this city. Part 
of the equipment hich I.propose to use has been in constant 
use there for many months. 

The objection that I have always had to the Fairchild 
portable in size, weight and power ill be eliminated as the 
weigh of each of the tWJ cases will almos be cut in half 
38 to 45 pounds ins ead of 70 to 75 Ibs. The size of the case 
will be 17 x 17 x 16, abou /3 of the airchil size. 

I can not cut the weight of the batteries except 
to cut the quality of the recording. I am , ho ever, using
the same batteries as with the Fairchild or other s andard 
set despite that fact that I will provide an amplifier with at 
least 4 times that of the Fairchild set. 

If you use one 6 volt vet ba tery you ~~ll have 20 
hours af recording - wo rill give you more s tisfaction and 
about 40 hours. You could carry a small trick e charger and 
one ba tery and keep it charged up to full capacity. 

You will need 180 volts of B battery and these will 
last a long, long time. On my new outfit you maycut either 
celluloid or metal and you will ge 20/0 more on every disc 
than on any other standard instrument as it will cut 120 lines to 

the inch in metal discs. In changing 
from metal to 

J 



JOHN A. LOMAX. UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS STATION. AUSTIN TEXAS 

celluloid only the cutting head is changed - - - takes about 
2 minutes. Ce:luloid cutting calls for a little more skill 
but is he coming met cd. "There are many f2atures forJ 

convenience and better recording that will be included that 
will not be found on any other instrument. I have tr veIled 
about 30,OOO~miles during this past year with various kinds 
of portable recorders - starting out wit a bulky one in a 
large wooden box to the present type of Fairchild and I have 
demonstra ed -rec~rded and played records in every conceiva­
ble place and in the meantime have bee constantly a work 
designing and improving hORe recording instruments and I 
believe that , with the eng~neering talent and facilities 
which I will have a work for me hat no one is in better 
position for producing your instrument. The men who sit 
behind desks in factories are needed of course, but they 
have no conception of what is needed out in he field. 

I will have s_ecifications on weight, size and power 
and a N. Y. off :ce in a few days. In the meantime would 
you like to give ita name? \Th.at would be a class ic name 
for echo or reproduction? will greatly welcome your 
suggestion I have guaranteed the Atlas the finest recorder 
for this ty e of v'ork and they have dealt long enough wi th 
me to be lieve that I can do tris without any question. I 
have been handicap~ed heretofore with antiquated equipment 
that had to be used up but now I am free to build ith he 
latest material and ideas. 

AIr ady this set is the fas es, selling and so far 
it is going only to the rofessional tr de, such as the 
s u ios, you Visited, the radio s ation e c. 

Later I may be compelled to make a slight raise in 
rice because I am giving far more than any 0 her manu­

facturer. he amplifier alone 'ill cos many imes he 
one in the Fairchil an similar jobs bu ha is the 
boiler works and where ('uali y shoul begin. 

Obtained some find recordings of "Copy" also 
Andre 10rize bu could no get ean Briggs on this trip, 
Pardon the length of this let er. I am surely hoping hat 
I can serve you. Sincerely, 

'. C. Garwick
 
12 Sterling Ave
 

amaroneck, • Y.
 
Miles Hanley said 0 tell you that he was getting one 

of these new instruments and hoped that you got one. I have 
not seen Prof. Greet but will in a few days. He will give me 
an rating as I have worked very close to him for several 
years. WCG 
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JOHN A. LOMAX, ROUTE 4 BOX 341 FOREST HILLS, DALLAS TEXAS 

May 24ttl. 1933. 

Mr. Carl Engel •.
 
Library of Congress.

Washington. D. C.
 

Dear Mr. Enge1: 

I have received two long letters from 
Mr. Garwick. I am banding you herewith a copy of 
the last one. 

Among the men I interviewed while in 
New York. this man impressed me as ttle most depend­
able because he has had the actual experience witb 
trying out lh~ recording machines under all sorts 
of road difficulties. Of course. he has something 
to sell and wants to sell it. You will notice that 
he has made a substantial reduction in price over 
what has been quoted. Another important and favor­
able change is in the weight of tbe machine. whicb 
must be carried in a ligbt car, because we will travel 
far away from concrete pavements. 

You are busy witb ten tbousand other 
calls on your time; but I do wish that you would 
write and let me know what prospects you have found 
of securing a machine for my use this summer as I 
travel back to Washington. To freshen your mind 
again. I plan to visit the ohain gang camps of 
Texas. Louisiana and JUssissippi.l and tne negro
districts of New Orleans, Vicksburg. Mempbis and 
St. Louis and any other or the river towns that 
seem worth while/stopping at as I journey by river 
steamer from Hew Orleans to St. Louis. Of course. 
I expect to find interesting voices in the groups 
of negro workers on tbe steamboats on which I travel

l 
as well as among the negro roust-a-bouts at ttle 
places wnere we stop en route. 

I again assure you of my deep appre­
ciation of your courtesy and kindness during my stay
in Washington. 

JAL:D 

yours, 
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JOHN A. LOMAX. UNIVERSITY OF TEXAs STATION· AUSTIN TEXAS 

June 12, 1933, 

Lubbock, Texas. 

Mr. Carl Engel, 

Library of Con?ress, 

Washington , •
 

Dear Mr. Engel:
 
~~. 

So as not to lose ahy time w are starting to
/\ . 

~work at once with a ~~ring motor nictaphone. ­
u 

By using a microphone under proper conditions ~ll the 
" Co.., 

worthwhile songs we record by means of the Dictaphone 

can be r -r corded for th Library on permanent r cords. 

As soon as you can s nd m word of the time that the ~ 

machine will be ready· , I will send you shipping direct­

ions. 

New Orleans would seem the most likely place • 

Warwick writes of a two weeks delay and you of a del y 

of three weeks; and, since I will be trav ling most 

of that time on my fOlk-song hunt , I cannot yet give 

you a definite address. But you can reach me most 

promptly at University Station, Austin by mail; by wir 

%E.R. Pedigo, Austin , Texas. -. 

JAL:AL
 
John A. Lomax 

\- / 
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WALTER C. GARWICK 
2:S0 w. :S4TH STREET 

NEW YORK 
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Alan Lomax, 
General D liver ....,... ......
... N w Orleans• 

Dear Mr. nge1;. ..'
 
Fath is in the'hospital with a rather bad
 

. attack of m4larial feve~, which he contracted at th
 
Lousiana state farm apout two we ks ago. Our plans, 
of cours ,aredependent upon his good h alth. New 
vrleaas l~ti , 00 fGr,proved a very barr n field for 

collection. The river pack ts ar gon and with them 
the singing roustabouts. The polic have driven out th 
"Hoo-doo" dances. And the sp aking cf Or ole is entir 
ly out of style • •• Our last f w trials of the mac~ 
ine have m been much mor successful and I beli v th 
axzaax th d fecm we have noticed ar def cts in our 
t~chnique. I ~xpect to mak recordings this week-end 
~ and W~ll writ how they turn out. 
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FIVE LECTURE-RECITALS 

'Ghe a.merican GJ3allad
 
BY JOHN A. loMAX 

Address: University of Texas Station,
 
Austin, Texas
 

Author of "Cowboy Songs" and "Songs of the Cattle Trail"; for three
 
years Sheldon Fellow for the Investigation of American Ballads; twice
 

President of the American Folklore Society; one of the organizers
 
and the first Secretary of the Texas Folklore Society.
 

1. 'The Songs of the 
'-

Cowboy 
2. Negro "Spirituals" 
3. Songs of the "Worl'ly:' Negro 
4. Cowboy Verse 
5. Types of the American Ballad 

THESE LECTUIlES are popularized abridgements of papers read before the 
Modern Language Association of America. Much of the material used 
has never appeared in print, and Mr. Lomax endeavors to interpret the 
spirit of the Folk,Songs by sympathetic recital and singing rather than by 
a conventional lecture. Audiences throughout the United States have been 
surprised to discover that much genuine poetry has remained buried and 
unnoticed in these rough ballads of our own people. In the hope that 
these changing songs may all be recorded before they disappear, wherever 
he goes, Mr. Lomax seeka conferences with those who know Folk,Songs. 
These lectures are offered singly or in series. 



SOME ~UT"OF"STATE eOMMENTS 

PROFESSOR G. L. KITTREDGE, Haroard University: 
"Few lectures delivered at our University have been so successful. The students, as 

you must have seen, were delighted, and the members of the Faculty who were present 
were equally interested." 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM LVON PHELPS, Tale University: 
"Every moment of the hour was interesting; he succeeds to a high degree in com­

bining definite instruction with continuous entertainment." 

DEAN L. B. R. BRIGGS, Haroard UnivtTsity: 
"Every member of the modern language conference that I have met has expressed 

real pleasure in hearing your paper the other night. The more colleges that get a 
chance at your lectures the better." 

CARL SANDBURG: 
"I think no one delivers the cowboy songs with the reality, the truth to life. that 

is heard in the Lomax renditions. He gets their stride and stridency, and their rough 
tang." 

PROFESSOR L. E. BASSETT, Stanford University, California: 
"Our audience was delighted with the vivid glimpses of the life of the cowboy and 

the striking description and rendition of cowboy songs." 

PROFESSOR ARTHUR C. L. BROWN, Northwestern University, Evanston, m.: 
"John A. Lomax's reading and lecture entitled Negro Spirituals was highly successful 

and ente~ning. The students would go to hear him again if they had the chance, 
I am sure. 

PROFESSOR HERBERT E. GREEN, Johns Hopl{ins University: 
"At the University and at church today I have heard favorable comments on the 

lecture from people of various ages. tastes, and callings." 

PROFESSOR REED SMITH, University of South Carolina: 
"'Best ~.ng I ever heard in that old chapel: is a comment several students have 

made to me. 
PROFESSOR LEWIS F. MOTT. College of the City of New TorI{: 

"The students showed the most intense interest from beginning to end. and many 
spoke to me afterwards of the pleasure and profit they had derived from this presenta­
tion of a phase of American life." 

PROFESSOR FREDERICK TUPPER, JR., University of Vermont: 
"Professor Lomax's genial address upon 'Cowboy Songs' made such a delightful 

impression upon us all that,' for the past month, refrains and choruses of the ranches 
have been humming in our heads, and certain phrases of the plains bid fair to become 
proverbial among us." 

J. C. SEEGARS, Dean of 'Temple University, Philadelphia: 
"Both faculty members and students have expressed enthusiastic appreciation to me 

and we feel that your visit was a distinct contnbution. We hope to have you again 
next year." 



PROPESSOR FRANK C. BROWN, 'Trinity CoIlt:gt:, North CaToliTl4: 
"All who heard you here-Faculty, students and friends alike-were gready pleased 

with your lectures." 

PROPESSOR J. W. TUPPER, Lafayt:ttt: CoIlt:gt:: 
"We get a picture complete of the Cowboy life and all its emotions. Even the free, 

easy, open-hearted style of the songs pictures just such a life on the broad plains of the 
great Southwest: 

"If the ocean was whiskey and I was a duck 
r d dive to the bottom to get one sweet sup." 

PROPESSOR S. M. TUCKER, Polytt:chnic Institutt:, BToo/{lyn: 
"Perhaps the pleasantest evening of our college yeal" was Professor Lomax's lecture 

on 'Cowboy Songs and Ballads: I have never seen a more interested audience:' 

PREsIDENT R. E. BLACKWELL, Randolph-Macon CoIlt:gt:, Ashland, Va.: 
"The students are still talking about the questions that your lectures raised, and your 

visit has done good in turning the interest to the subject of our ballads." 

PRESIDENT CHARLES C. THACH, Alabama Polyuchnic ITlStituu: 
"It was in every way a delightful event, keenly enjoyed every minute by the large 

audience. It seemed like a genuine echo from the Western prairie." 

PRESIDENT A. H. UPHAM, Miami Univasity, Ohio: 
"It has been my privilege thrice to present him to student audiences, who have 

received him most enthusiastically and clamored for his return:' 

PROPESSOR M. ELLWOOD SMITH, OTt:gon Statt: CoIlt:gt:: 
"Your songs furnish lecture material in a class by itself. Quite beyond the mere 

humor of many of them, it is their fundamental human nature which takes the 
audiences:' 

PROPESSOR EDWIN F. SHEWMAKE, Davidson Collt:gt:, N. C.: 
"Students, professors and townspeople were captivated by the way in which you 

revealed the romantic charm, the pathos and the humor of cowboy life as reflected in 
the songs:' 

DEAN J. O. CREAGER, Univt:Tsity of ArizOTl4: 
"To say that his Harvard and Yale sponsorship was fully justified would be to speak 

tamely. Our students and faculty rronounced him the best of the season, and we had 
an extensive and varied program 0 lecturers and entertainers." 

GEORGE M. MiLLER, PToft:ssoT of English, Univasity of Idaho: 
"Of all men who have been students of the great ballad authorities, I believe that 

you have done more than any other to increase the general interest in folk song." 

JOHN W. BARTON, Vict:·PTt:sidt:nt. WaTd·Belmont School, Nashvillt:, 'Tt:nn.: 
"I am writing this to tell you just how thoroughly our girls enjoyed your recent 

visit here, and what a rare treat they received from your lecture on the cowboy and 
his songs. You are keeping alive in a very fine way one of the real American traditions:' 



,I 

SOME ~EXAS eOMMENTS 

H. Y. BENEDICT, Preside':nt University of Texas: 
"Out of a great and authentic mass of material he selects with admirable judgment 

that which is amusing, interesting, and instructive. Despite the patience with which he 
has amassed his sources, his cowboy stuff bears not the brands of the closed study but 
of the open ranges." 

E. D. JENNINGS, Dean of Southern Methodist University: 
"I was immediatdy struck with your natural, pleasing and effective voice and found 

mysdf surprised at your ability to imitate the cowboys not only in their songs, but also 
in their crooning and whooping. I never fully realized the poetic beauty of the songs 
until I heard you repeat them with such accuracy and mdody," 

MRs. KARLE WILSON BAlCER, Nacogdoches, Texas: 
"Few programs that I have heard carry so rich a content in so happy a vehicle of 

pure entertainment." 

T. D. HOBART, President Panhandle'Plains Historical Society: 
"I do not think that I halfway expressed to you the appreciation of our Society for 

the wonderful assistance you gave at the banquet of the Panhandle'Plains Historical 
Society." 

J. FRANIC DOBIE, English Department, University of Texas: 
"Lomax is doing for the balladry of America what one Percy did for the ballad 

literature of Britain. And as Percy remains the ballad curator of Britain, so does Lomax 
retain his preeminence as preserver of American folk,poetry," 

1. H. HUBBARD, President of the Texas State College for Women, Denton: 
"You gave us a new conception of the importance of ballad literature in the South' 

west, and the artistic manner in which you presented the subject recreated for your 
listeners the life on the plains in a peculiarly vivid manner," 

MRs. T. A. ARMSTRONG. President of the Waco Press Club: 
"Hard,riding centaurs, herding migrating cattle among the cacti, gallop across 

imagination's stage so plainly that it becomes unbdievable that they are conjured up 
by the professorial gt;Dtleman who s~nds talking alone behind the lecture table in 
wing collar and drawlDg,room clothes. 

E. E. DAVIS. Dean of the North Texas Agricultural College: 
"I have heard dozens of students and practically all of the faculty people express 

their appreciation for the :fine entertainment you gave. It went over as a one hundred 
per cent success," 

CULLEN P. THOMAS. Dallas: 
"For three'quarters of an hour, without a dull moment, I was charmed with your 

interpretation of cowboy life and literature." 

SAM ACHESON. in Dallas News: 
"His appearances in forty,three states and in most of the important universities have 

earned John A. Lomax an enviable reputation as an interpreter of perhaps the saltiest 
and most vital of all American folk art," 
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Detroit, Michigan,' 
November, ~7, 1933. 

Mr. Carl Engel, 
Library of Congress, 

ashington, D.C •• 

Dear Mr. Engel: 

I am hardly surprised at not hearing from you in De­

troit, inasmuch as I have just discovered that my last 

letter to you consisted Qfi parts of two letters. I apol­

ogize for this evidence of disorder and hurry. Moreover 
) 

Alan and I have decided to come back by the way of ash­

ington and hope to see you sometime between the fifth and 

eight of December. If you have anything to say to me, 

naughty or otherwise, my adress through December the 

second will be: 60 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

Sincerely yours, 
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CARNEGIE CORPORATION 
0,. NEW YO"" 

!522	 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 

December 21, 1933 

Dr. Leicester B. Holland 
Library of Congress 
. ashington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Holland: 

The enclosed letter to Dr. Putnam will 

tell you ot the grant made by our Executive Committee 
, 

on Tuesday_ 111 you please give it to him, making 

any neoea ary e~ lanati on 1 

President ewcomb of the University ot 

Virginia bas aSked tor 2600 more tor the pictures 
I 

ot	 colonial architecture in Virginia, ot which he 

says 1500 is needed for the making of additional 

negatives, and 1.000 for prints to the University, 

which 11 be put on permanent exb1bitlon there. 

Dr. Leland tells us that • Lomax is 

honorary curator of your ArChive of Folk-Song, so -it 

8eems quite appropriate to make the Library of Congress 

sponsor for a grant in his behalf. 

Sincerely yours 

FPK/O
 



r
Dr. Herbert Putnam 

CARNEGIE CORPORATION
0" NEW YORK 

!522 F"IF"TH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 

OFPI	 0 D PH 10 NT 

December 21, 

Libr ry of Congr 8 
ashington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Putnam: 

We are glad to 1n£orm ,"ou that, t a 

meeting of the Executive Commit tee of the Corpora­

tion, held on December 19, the following resolution 

was	 dopted: 

RESOLVED, That, from the b lance vail b1e 
for appropriation, the sum of five thousand 
five hundred dollars <$5,500) be, and it 
hereby is, appropriated to the Library of 
Congress toward support of its program in 
the fine arts, previously aided under Resolu­
tion X 965. 

In ma~ this swm avai1ab1e, the Committee 

intended 2500 to be used for the photographs of early 

Virginia architecture, and 3,000 for the purposes of 

meeting the expenses of the campaign of Mr. Lomax and 

his sen in the South during the coming year. 

If' you will let us know that these funds are 

acceptable to the Library of Congress, we shall be g1ad 

to authorize payment. 

Sincere1y youra 

FPK/G
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