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w,is built by the Few York 'Shipbuild-

',:;i'; ·{n.;';:'·dom.Y~llY'f,:t-:Ci1.mQeil'~~::~"Je'?';Jersey':lli' the' ye~r 1922. A. steel -twin screw

'-- "'~v€t§~ei(~,6:i~'}3-'.;',~;'69' ir"ost;L tEb'ns'';·1jtT-i t-li':tl 'f-nl1 io6cl' cIi'spinC8[uent "of" 21; 325

i. '':'. fJO'rl's t;Sh8:~ 1:'s '::535 ':tJet'::2J:i!S ~ftiches":ov\3r~J:r"length,~ or "534 'be tween

::.:: j!?~!'pendic-Ulers~:.:: ....i:l,tti"·:i:ri ~it~e,:}ie'--b&uii'o:('7~ fe:et,'':4', 3/4 inche-s. Eer

:: l~,:nM)J1.dea'iClep.t·fi:·::'fo .~,fiC U':'4icl~ '~is" 50-fleet / \Jhen -'ion'ded' he'r d.r,~...ft fOr1,VCLrd

is 30 'fe~t 6 inche's :t.:.nd' 3:2 feat aft. She h3.s a cruisin:i., r~.lnse of

'7,000 ~dles ~t 16 ~nots or -11,000 fliles ~t-l2 knots. Po~er to her twin

scre=s is ~rovided by ie~r8~ turbines, built by ·the Bethlehem Steel

CO~EJ~~ny at Q.l~il1cy, Mess:.. clms'3 tts. i'he tu:~billes develo] 12,000 horse

.po··'er ':,·llile tllrQ.:'ni: her screws ~. tl2G revolutions per tlliEute. r:i~ht

wr:. t2r tv.be l10i181'S generi'. te stae.a pressure of 265 pounds :per ,~qu~rG

inch ~'.t 481 d0grees F. Her ~o~,:~l bwll,:er c,-~pG.city_. is,l,Q68,000 f·;~llons,

:lnd \I.'!.li13 cruisin:·; -:. t 16 knots 'k7, 000 _i:;~\llor:s or bunlcer fual per da.y

3rt:: cons'u,,;~ed, iIi the ·~:.enero..tiOil of s teo.r'l. .:) ..

. : .'_. 'rhe l'RtSIDBKT -ROOSEVELT 1.~!2sovmed u.nd oper:_'L ted :by ,the United: States

'-Lfnes CO~'~l~?i!lY of New Yo·rk·fro.m;the tU"lG she'vviis first plc.ced in';op~r­

- ' :citi~n·untii,ec.:rly_1941: Durin':':, thesc'year's she \~,r['.$ elllgloj-ed: i.rl;,the

lin'..;rs S:.10 11:<0 165 staterooms ,:,_ndw[,.s c.tllowed to:·cC:.rry 241 first

c-qoifi c.ne, 216 third c:_:bin or : tot~:l_,.of 457 .tJc.SSe:Ig8rs. 1:;'t. the Siline

time s;.1~ c ....rried (". crey: of 2L~9 oi'fice~s f'.nd £len mElldn:~ ."', total

nuclber c.bo '.rd of 706. .

. ":
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'... It VJe:s '·onoriG ~of ·th6sG AtL'.fitic··crossings th~,~t the PR8SID-=:ET
,-

..'. , '

" , , R(O,SETELT m.ad~ historY'vlni1o' unc.br 'the: conr:l&nd of 'ct:ptc:.in George Fried.
r) .,.... .,. • -. .' - _ '. 'r ...- ... ·'1 "\ r,.., ':'. ' ., . , .'

c..', 'J.. "lJ":·'Gri""J~4<-Ji.t.hu~ry;' '1926 -tin '~·S" o. S;' W2.S r~cl,;;ivad' from the British's t'8 runship

. ,

. :'d6ndJhtif~'d:'-~}'rl th·oPR~SI~SN;.r 'Roos~vziT stood"by 'and fifi~iii ~1f~~ted Q. - ~ . ,

-·~'.d8':'~~dt1g,,,oi j(iii.::Itldho~b6:~rd~' thi{':'dddmed Bri tish ves~oi.'"

::;i:.,: ~:'·~C.h'8 ;.' tJ.;'i~) "~bf :"rRtsfJst 7'i:5~~ th6--'PR~~SIDil-;T: '~OosEVE:.,r ·wG.s the. t m::de in

, . '

,~u.ssL-.. '~c 're(;0V8r tho bodies. 'of '75' A.rne:r.·ic :~n soldi0rs ~'jho los t their

1iv:,;s in.thf.; Pol:-..r Be~~l.' 1,,:i1i t:-,ry ~xp03dition in 1913 ·~.nd 1919,.; A bronze

t~bLst 'in cQi:lm.a.:1or:::tion of this trip ';I:~S presented to -che ship on

29 NOV::;l'.~b::;r, 1930 :'.nd is to b0 found. in liB" d:jcl~ lobb:~ ,'.J-:lirisllips.

"!'''lith the outbriJ~:.,~. of 1Torld ,r~';,r II, the P?~~SID~El' ROC,J-::v~LT me.de

.mnny triys to Europe to bri:lC ~r..clc s trr.nde;d Amcr1.ccn nc. tion01 s •. Sinc(

h·.jr :rcp '~1.1.1:.'..r run. ~.'1,:1.S cut off b~r' th0 w::r, .she wc..s des tinod for

ship to, B0rf,ludc~ ..[~nd· thG 'C~~rriQ8['.n.,

c cruL:::b
, I

/,I

. ,

'-E--:rIy 'in :-194l ,t~G' ,f\:ro-y Tr~.ns,ort St;rvico :took tlv:;r th0:?:FLSIDENT

- - .. ···:~;:CQ3·~'-T'TI.T e.s ::n :~..rmy ~.t:t6ns)or.t. l\.t -first'she '~N~S 'rl.Uncd the;: U~S~'A.=r.

Jos.:;ph T.. Dick.nt::.n '.v/ho .cowI:J.:....ndcd .1uncric:~n troops in Fr:-.ncG .],nd 'In tar

in 'Gl::l''":1~:i1Y nt th~ clasG -oithe L:'st 'wnr.· Di~"J.,·~n also sorvod in ,·the

3p,:~nish Aner.ie .-:n ,Vr:::.r..Gs ,LiGut'.::mo.rtt 'Colonel of the 26th U. S. 'Volun tears

l.nd w.:..... s Ghiaf' c;.~ Stc.ffwi th tho' Americo.n ,troo.psdurinf; the' Boxer,

t.roublc i2.1 .C;:hina.•

,. ,
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.... 1'".
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For conv.jrsion toni'!nY s'erviee the U'-3 •.:'\..T. JOS3PH T. DICKlv1AN was

bLt's8cl o.t tl~e ArrIY~Bi.{SG~: BrooKlyn, IJG"~ York until late May, 1941.

June ~1'O;- 194.1 to'Dccenber 31, 1941

At-1415 onlOjUli~3!, 1941 the IT.S.S.JOSE:PH·r. DICIG:.IA.,N Wc.s placed in

co:,mssion byC::::Jtuin :A. V. :tJ!cI~ittrich, U.S.N., CD.)tain of the Yard,

I-Tcl.iT.1 ~{2rd, l'~mJ York, ino.ccordQn~6 vii th vurb:::.l orders of the Chief of

I\T:':VQJ_ C':iC2..',',tions. "Following this, LicutcnG.nt ComrnL.:.nder Charles

\!illL.!:, H2tnvccd, r.s.G.'";., r::;:'.d his orders nnd ,ClssUT1ed com;.land of

?~'1c shi? '..~e.3 Gcared to Berth '4, Pier D of the rkvv York IJavy Yard

.4.tlCllltic 3L~sinIron Horks, Brooklyn, H\.3\J Yo1'l(,c.nd frofJ. the Havy Y.::rd

,,'.1'::'1',;, <.."..oo<-:1'd cc:m:-,lcting convt::rsion vwrk under the su:,ervision of the

Aruy 7r:lrlS --··crt Cr.)r::,ol"cLticn. It i s int.~rc stin:~ to note th.J. t there were

no bc1't~linl or ~lC S;~:i.il:; fe-c iIiti cs c.vuiLlble aoo[Lrd for officers end

only b.-,rtili!'~~ f.:.cili ties for el:li3t~d ::.len on the d.:ty of coiillnissionine;.

A c~l~l~tQ list of the officers a~d crew who ware ~rusent ~t tbc

first uuster i3 to be fcund ~s l<;;J-andix One.

i!'rOlll 11 June to 12 June;, 1941 the 2)E;I~":".;]J 1'Clilc.ined u t the New York

ITr.:Vj" Yard to com:jlate oonversion, receive officers and crew nssigrlGd

tha vessel for duty ~nd to lo~d storGs.to
I/VOTE.

Cn 18 Jun i';, 1~41 the U.J.S. JOS3PTI T. DIC=~:ii.L\.lJ, AP-26 ;left the New

\

\

York l·:.~~r:'- Yc:rd nnd JroQ·:.;·:dl:d ,It 131;.0., for the first tiTue as 2.

cO:"1~~lissioned rlc:"ij·::l vess'.'l, dov~n the E~:st Ri'Tnr to the Brooklyn Arny

E.',Si; \.'11crc ~hc 1.'128 mcorcd at Pi'3r 4. Here the '-'-iOrk of loc.:.ding stores

-3-



modern Qf.:t.:.")hi~)ious c:ssc.uI t tr~lllsr:oTt. Her chc.rac teris tics, o..s shown by

:J. lett'81~ to the EurG~~u of 311:':;;s, indic:ltes, for eXuIYlj;;lB, thL"'.t she

c::.rriecl. 25 then tere-.!.ed surf l~l1dinc boats c..nd two tC,J.lk lir-.,hters. HGr

QCcoftlntQd:a -cions for crew ~11oi;i0d. :tor 379 enlisted personnal, 60 chief

p~tty oflicsrs . ~n~ only 31 officers. lier t700P c,lrryin; fucilities

lis ts C\ccOr"jilccL tions 1
:\~-~
vi 100 officBrs, 105 no.n-cof1S., 1~!.1Ci. 1235 troops

;~..vin~ a ~t'-anj total of 1,910. Al'r;l::-~nGnt consist.Jd. uf' only one 5"/50

c.il., l'CUl~ )°/:23 c:.l., end four .50 cal. r~:~chine fiuns. Only onG

eva]orato~ ~ith ~ cC.p.,city of 20,000 r'nllons dcily w~s inst~11~d,

L:'..nllc.r~r 1':<.lc~~i:;(js '''Ter6 }qcking, t!".ciJrG '."er,:; no scuttl<:::butts, no ship's

<:.nel boat 1).~.ndlin0 (;'luipmen t '.Y<':S both d:.:nger-

On 20 J",ue, 1941 t'!,-· first 2T!!lY personl1e: to CO~le ,::,~,O orO. the

1Jlass.'.c::.u.sctts, :::r::-iv8d on bOe.rd ::n:':' on 2.3 Jun<J, 19L~1, ninG cO!~lission-

'3d 011'i('.-:;::'13 ',nd ?07 troops C-.I0.C l:bo~rd for tr'..nsport~.'.tiCJ.i1. On 24 Jun>3,

th.:; .:;·~~'.iLl ;)ody of troops cOlisL, tinr; of .37 01'1' iCGrs c.nd 961 iiltJn <JI:1bc,rked

..11d :':'--_.'-'.c:.in.;:-: boo: ts vvor ...., tC..kun ,'..oor:.rd.

-4-
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At 0530 on 26 June, ~941 the U.S.S. JOSE?H T. DICKEAN in compc.ny

wi th tlK: U. S. S. HUN'fER LIGGSTT, U. S. S. L:SON&':m WOOD :.nd the U. s. S ..

BET~LG~tBE got unQ8rw~y'Qnd, tckin€ position nstern of tho U.S.S.

LEONAP~ ~OD, stsrted on tho first of ~~ny trips to bo m~do in the

y-:::'.:cs (,113C'.Cl e.s r-.. Dni ted St~"tcs };:.v2.1 Vessel. This first trip vms a.

shor't cn~~ ::.nd. on 27 June tho ship p.w.dG her wo..y into c.nd c.nchored in

Hum:ptoi.l p.o~4.s,
...~. ..
I; lrt~J.nJ.n.

Or;, 28 J'unc, 194·1 tho DIC:J':'~H c.;:uin 'got underwny:'.nd proceuQGd

from H'CJmpton ROads to Now Riv(;r Inlet, Onslow Ba.y, North C::.rolinc.

where she joiu8d up with Tili:"'F3:,ORT i)IVISIOl~ ·113.EE of the U. S. A'rL~J,;TIC

FL'3:E'r.' Hare in CO£1.DQny 'l.vi th othe:;r nr:.vn:. tra.nsports the first of ill2ny

1~ndin2, cAorcises were c~rri~d out. On this trip 52 officGrs ~nd 1463

onlisted D.S. c.rl'!ly ~ersonnel wera e!J.bc.rkod.

Fro~ 1 Ju:y until 5 July, 1941 the DICIQ~JJ together with other

ships in TR1-~~S?O::1I' DIVISIOn 3 31:'""Ei::, of ~··.'hich division she w<..'..s then !l

pQrt, o~rrieQ out lendinG cy-orcises off N~w River Ir~et, .North

Cnrolinn. ~~i10 thesd exorcises, in the liGht of prusGnt oparutions,

wor8 .cruc.,') ~..:.nd full of e;rrors they l:::.id tho t';roundwork for the 'rrc.ns-

port Doc trin'3 1':hich prov..;d of gro<:: t vr.111e in IlLP)hibious o.ss<J.ul ts

under ',~rC'.rti-=o cond.i tions ..

On 7 July, 1941 the DICK11A,~'T ,,;<:s bncl;: ~.t thG Army BGse, Brooklyn,

}T.::,w Yor:: ...·....h.Jr;.; the troops who h~,d ll:-,rticip:.:tcd in thoso first

mr.lnOUV81'S wore dGb.:~rlcl;;ld. On 11 July, 1941 thlJ Army bo.::;:-:n to lond

:J.rny truo~s, ,r~e~lerc.l army Gquipmcnt ;;:nd sm,~11 nrms c.l1I.rnuni tion and

on 12 July, 1941 eleven hundr0d twenty seven troops and 57 officers
.

und8r - tho C O!l!!1:::'.nd of ColonGl Th·~odorG Roosev~lt t.:!!lbcrked. On the

SUfJ.O d,-.to the DICI\lIAN e.s third ship in column togoth8r with the

., ..
_ .... _ • .1. . .. • "44 - .

-5-
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,,'; :::7~~;'~:;-~:·:'i.~-" ~~ ;.i~:;~:~'~70~~r,,::"~,~:~",-;,~~, t':';""~~~~,.;~;~: ',~~r",

.u. S.'S,,"·:hlmTTIR ':LIGGETT.~;P.~~tuide' (~nd'; the :,tJ~: S~ S. ;·:],g0N.:',R!),'WOOD, iD>:"s~cond

.1 :':;~;~.~ :~~~~ ~'~~'~~:';~f::;~~~~:;~~~~r:I~i~~,~ '::'~~~'~~;: 9.~~J{~na.~'~he;e·~~.~·~*J2J
: ;: ~~ -:~ ~.. :~.. .~ -. " '. : .-: .i~:: .: -.: ~,. .<:~} .,: .. ~..., 4 t_ ,,~ .~ : ~ : .:; ~•• ,,, ..:.", J.." :~." ~. ,: .,: ~ ~ • : ~ t '. p"{ ·"l':.I

'July;. 1941-·1a.ndir.g c,xercisos -wei'e "carriod·out.~;;,.;. ·,.~'_7. . -;~"~':'~':f'
. . ~ . .: .' . ..." ':,: : ". '.!!'..." ., ~ . Jo' t

, ...The ship visitec. Charleston, 30uth·Curolin:l·on 24, J:'ulY. 1941 where. " '

provisions 'wurc tukeil.t.ri'bbaTd. On thG following"' de.y, : thu DICK~.!AN in

compc.ny with the U. 3. S~' ;l:UNr~ LIGq-ETT, U~ S.·S,;·\:·ALOYOl-.jE cnd the 'U. S. S.
. '''. ; - .:. ~ } ~. ~ ,- '.' .

BE'fBLGEUSE .proceeded '<igc~in' to, r!ew River Inlet:, where more Lli1n.euvers
- ,t;.

\'/01'0 hold i'n c~~p~~~; :with :;th~r :tr~nsport~ ,throuBhout .. the month.'
~ '. . . '.:'; .",:: ,.,\:l·:.. ~'i' :~. ~ .,~" ~ .. '\ I .. : ; " i":; ..'

.FOE "~hG first tW~lve dc..ys ~f ,Augu~tt 1941,extdnsivG shj.p m,"'neuvers

.: . ;. ~ :. • .: .' ..:.;..:. ~ • :'. , • ~! : ~,~ .' ~ '. :; ... : ,,~ ; . \ 7" • "

in ~ddition to lcndinc eXGrcisss were carried.out 'in the xGgion'of
" .

,
Onslow 3c..y, North C~:rolinc'... The U.S.S. JOSLPij ·r. DICKEAN w:::s 'assign~d

Llt this time to 'rRiJ~SP02rT DIVISION SE~'.to~et~rwith the U.S.S.

!1tJFTJ:R L",];GGI:'rr.r as fl~G ship~ the U.S.S. LEONARD ~roOD <.:nd thG U.S.S.

BETEL8-SUSE. Am.ont·~ othe:;r ships pu.rticip::. ting in thesG e;.ctensive

m~~neUVGrs '''nd exercises ....-wer:e such not9~"nips·[.;.~'the·U.S.'S. \\ryOMING,.
~.:::--: • I.... .... ..;,.. i

U.S.S. B:-u-ll\i"E'IT, U.S.S. TiillAZED, U.S.S. lNiUCSEnLD, ,U• .3.B. MT.· VEHNON.
. .

U.S.S • .fWl0RAE, U.S.S. SLV...N1TAH, u.nd U.S.S_ RELIE]'. All these ships

wer0 to m~kc nomos for therosolvus in the years ~head. '

It is of interest to note th::t durinc thes~ enrly oxercises.. ,under

the .dircc~ion of COliCARIBFOR, that not ,only.were jeeps end trucks

put a.shore from. the tr~lUsports but also t<..:.nks. No lll~<::.n ..feat consider-

ing the b02tS Qud .equipment then in use, -plus the 1!lf?k of .experience,·.

of ~ll h~nds in this modern type of' wnr!ar8. ,fhe troops suffered from
i .!

sunburn, .the ~;lrly landing ~ra.ft were continuously breaking .4o.wn...

fr~sh w~tGr was 'portioned out in quart qua.ntities thrGe times .a:da.y•.

surfc.onditions were h'lzo..rdous und cQ!!L.'ilunications ba.d.

.' t •

• ... I ... ,. ':" _ •

." ...." - . -' ~ .... ~ ',"
. ,

. _ .. l

',.:: .: '. '.' " ., ~ . .:....:

". .~..~: .... ':.J.-A'::~ ,; -?.~ ~ ;~.~ ~:.~ :.~ ~:.,~;~ i ~

". -' -".'
l : .• l .:. ~ :',.•. , ~" •
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Rec::rdlGss

3St:
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of' these f'.~ctors the follo'·ving visu:-,l meSS~f':8 is of inter-

!tlr A 58 Z DIVAP 7 112330 i2DIV7 GR 42 E"T
/

DIVISI 03:': CC:M11~j'!ITj"::;~ F:!:ZL3 SEIPo OF 'I'I~I3 DIVIJIO!·T FOR 'l...{~ ?b.ST LENGTHY

S.:X.,-'!,rtCI•.=;:ff:S liXVE DOl':E EXCSI'I1ICI\7ALLY HELL X DESIRE l'lL."l' .:..1L OFFICERS AI-ill

,~!~y: EZ 30 INFOK-lED X IT IS SLTGGESrr'ED ·rH1·~:r l"iATER REGULATIOr-TS BE RE-

-.·:;'::ED AS l:i:J\..R 1',,3 COHMAl·TDING OFFICERS BELIEVE ADVISABLE X:l

Au .u.st 12, i941 finds-c',ll the ships of the At1c.ntic Flaet that had

p~l'ticipotod in these 6xperiill0ntcl exercises lec.ving this first modern

:~)hioious bGGchheQd. TPJ~~3POBT DIVISIOI~ 8EV~N tO~0th0r with TFUh~SFORT

DIVISIor :~·'Il,~ heinG-ed nor til .::nd. in tho e2.rly !J.orning of 14 .Au.;us t

iro.:J:93C~--:.l1chor in. GrQ.vos~nd B;r"y, New York, shortly tllare2.f.tGr to

orocccG. LltO PL.:::r 3, Arny Port of Erjj.bt~rl~Qtion, Docle 3, Brooklyn, !~bW

York. h-.;T·::; th~ c:;::!'J.y p.Jrsoll.i1.el v{ho h:-~d pnrtici'p~.toJd in t~c: exercises

At 1300, Au::;ust 15, 1941 the flc:C of CONT~~.NSDIV S~VEN 1',""2.S tiNO

~lock0d with the reportinG 2bo~rd the DICm:UZ of C~pt~ip G. B. Ashe,

G. S.N., COlvTPA:'lSDTV SEVEE :.nd his stQff.

Th·,:; Fr'.vy Y,·.rd Annex Boston -"..res tho next port of cull :.:no. hero the

1HC:iIM;:..\1" 1<,:;;:t thru en ovvrll:::.ul :..:nd conversion period from 17 Au.s;ust,

.VJL1 thr.-ough tho Gnu of t:.t(; mO~1th.

For th-:; entire nontll of S"::'pte~-lb0r, 1941 thu DICIa"~~~ r3.ffi2.ined at

the -Boston Fc.vy Y~rd \vhcre r-3.:;c.irs nnd conversion work were .cai-ue.d out

oy iih..:: y~'.rd. Little ch:.ngoJ in c.nY' importc.nt. fe.J.tures 2.S c.n i:l1llphibious

tr~ns)crt r~su~tcd fro~ this period of conversion. It is of 1nt6rdst

+-0 noto tlL. t four .50 cul B:::chini.:: guns wore added plUS s,lintel'"

shii3:Lds.
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..,..111:lU.i1l "Clon W<.'.G still h2.ilcll 30. by a h·.. nd whip, there were only two

el(:lctric boat v.ri:lChes Clnd all boat fuel V'!r.S carried in drums stowed

. "8 h 1 •In.f . 0_0.•

At 152h, 1 Oc toiJer, the DIC:·'2."~....r~ left the Boston !k.vy Y:..'rd :.:nd pro-
: .....

C·.H.:G.(;;0. to F,::;vt.)ort, Rhode IsL.r'.d where on 3 :.":.nd 4 Oc tober, runs were

~..:.de i:.~. Mdra~C\nsett B::.y to tost tho degau1:jsing ~ci.lr, calibre. te the

rd~~ finder, comp'~nsate the [!lagnetic compasses, test the paravi'lnes

a~d c~librata ~he radio direction finder. On 5 October, 19L.l the

DICkCMAN arrivad rJZ1\'7\pltol1 ROciQ s, Virginin ",:here she was de.permed c.nd

d~:"lin r1..~.'1 oVer th(-; c1e5Clussing range. On 14, 15 .::nd 16 Oc tober firing

. runs w~f(Q ca:::-risd out in Chas:.perJ:e E·:.:y. FroIJ. 18 Oc tobsr, 1941 to tho

0nc. of tlo..j '::lOn. th thtJ Y8S881 WC-.B maoron to PiHr ii2, 11.X.'.J.y K.so, Forfo1k,

Vir.~ir::'..~. ';rhJr0 stores -,rer;:; t:,~c.0il ,-.boo'.I'd, ·,.;:d pr':.ctice clrills htJld.

On 2 l'~'ov ~r""her thG DIC.:]~:l" 13ft the ,H.r;1y h .. S6, l:orfolk, Vir~;.ini:l

'.11 s·~\:I)rl. i!:. th',; S·.rlO ha.rbor ·.nd Lloored '·.t 2ssi'---;nl3d berths.

~.941 tr·c\~'.sf,jrrEc1 fro~!l this VQssol to the U.::>.:.3. L~OLaDi'JOCD.

).. tot:l of 57 01'fic0rs :.nd 1J36 onlish;d pbrsonnel of the British

~U'f:lY Uilo.cr th·:,; oO[1J.1c..:.nd of :Colo.ilel Dean r0portud on Do'-i.rd 8 NovGmber,.

It- is of illturL:3t to noto tll',t 01'. this sr.:.au d;:,y tV-.TO D~l:-.ufort 40rilffi

~ntiai~craft guns wer~ inst~llGd &bo~rd for anitLircratt protbction.
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As a member of TASK FORCE FOURTEEN tho DIC}~JUT on 10 November, 1941

18:f t H:--.lifc.x l Nova Scotia. bound for BOI!1bay, InditJ.. Other tr~nsports in
.

th8 tG.s] .. force were the U.S.S. MT. Vs..tUJON, U.S.S. 1.,fA.KEFI:iI:LD, U.. S.S.

'.1ss·r ?OINT, U.S.S. LS~O:Fj.Jm HOOD :lnd the U.S.S. ORI:'.A.BA. Th8 ocec.n

escort of this convoy consistod of two CA's, one CV, 2nd seven DD's.

Th.J fir.TG stop on this lone voy~ge W:lS ronde !~t Port of Spo.in, Trinidad

on 17 !~ToiJ':>::bGr, 1941.. The tssk forco wcts ngnin underwc.y on 19 Nove.c-

bGr and proceeded to C~petov~l, E.S.A. On 22 NovGmber, 1941, DGvy Jones

c:~~ abcard ~nd ~as accorded due honors followed the noxt d~y by the

forc8 ·~o.-.chod C' pc town, B. S. A. where a four dny stop VlG.S [,lLlde to 1'0-

fuel, ta..~c@ on wat~r und supplies c:.nd to (,:ivc the troo)s c. brief

liberty ashore. W11ile th0 att2ck on P·Jarl no.rbor h~d taken place two

d&73 bcfor8 the task force reached Capetown, no ~6ntion of the fact

is to b·:; found in 8i tht;r the deck or vis'll::.l loCo Ths task force VIClS

in all rosp8c ts !.:. fightinG uni t cc.rryini.; Bri tish troops. l~\.'hile the

UnitGd :St:'-·.t·GS ;.·,h-~s not in a state of war, before reC\ching Cc'.petown

bL\tt1::; routine W'<-1S carried out by e-.l1 ships of the force. Ni~~htly

bl~ckouts, d~ily cenoral qucrters at sunrise, end continuous zig

za§'~il1~. 'iv-hile und.ervIC'.y in precise convoy fornn tions, plUS the h8avy

escort :~rovided would indicc~te tho.t 'TASX FORCE FOURTEEN WL.S pre-

p~red for any eventuality. rne lo~ reveals thGt the Sdfle dny Dcvy

Jones ~ppea~ed abo[~rd submarine contacts wore made by the screen.

On 13 Dccc.mbDr, 1941 TASK FORCE rOUR'rEEN a~ain {;ot underwny Clnd

b(;/:~·:-.n the next IGf~ of tho voyage which WG.S t.o tr:-.ke it to Aden, Arabia.

Her escort for this leg consisted of ono British CA end. six DD's,

thG lattGr to lQave shortly uftor one d~y~ duty. It wcs on 2)

uec0f:1bor tl·!':.. t tho d.es tine. tion of the 'rG.sk Force was ch2.n@ed to Bombay,

India1 which port W&S recched on 27 Decenber, 1941.

-9-



:.~ .

All t:roo.:.:,g 1I.10r8 debarked '0. t this pl,.,ce. ,

JAl~0RAnY 1942 TO DECEMBER 1942

The 'I:.slc :f'orce did 110t det'~rt from Bo.r.lbc.:' , Indic::., hO.i::'8w.:.'"rd bound,

until 10 JC'.m+r_~ry, 1942.. ]'ourteen dr:ys later end without the benefit.
of esc ,)rts, Capetown, B. s: A.~ "las re~1Cb.ed end here C\ s tOyover of

elGv8.i.1 Ci.~-·Y·s tock plCl.ce. While in Ce.pe town C\ c['..rgo of 3,019 tons of

gr~pbite, wool) roi~e, raffia ana ~anill~ beans wer~ loaa~d for ship~
, .'...

Cldnt to 011-:: st:~t.:::s. On ij. Febr1J.ar:r, 1942 upon lsaving Cape tOVl'll , th0

V.3S5elc.o€etlwr 'vi tIl the U. 0.:S. LEONAR.D WOOD and the U.S.S. OHIZilliA,

still vdtllout escort, ~roceeG.0·d to B<:hL:, Br,:zil. It VJ':'~S not until

12 Ft:~)ru:~r~r, 1942 thCl t r~!l ~scort of one CL .:'.11(1 one DD mat up vii th the

convoy to a.o t as escort :'.nd r;J:·I:~,irJ.0d '.vi"th the force: until it reClched

Bahia ()~ 14 February, 1942. 'IV.ro d~~~rs l'a tcr the.; 6.bOVG t~OQ ships to-'

gcthGr v.7.Lth thoir esco:t.'t of Olla .:;~ 'nd onG DD df';})'i.rtod for rcw York

on th.J last Uti:r of February, 1942. Durill{:: ttl.;; "vhol0 vo.}~C\se froLl

:Jove11'l.be~", 1941 to tlw end O'i~ ]lcbru:~.ry, 1942 a dis:t:.:.ncG of 28,836 .. 9

n:..:.utic ..·.1 .,~:i:J-t.,s wr~s tr:,;,vGled by thiG voss131. Frof.l thG first of ~.:drch,

.!J.bilit~i e>.t the BJtr~t:h<]r::. Steel COf.l)~_ny's Y",-rd ::t Brooklyn,N"0w York.

I-L:r-.; ::;::;;:GGilSivc.J cO.!.lv2rsion 1vcr~~ 1~!:~S undertaken c,lld from 2.il eXClLlin:..:.tion

of hGr clJ.i?orac teris tic ci:'.rd l'ollo···rin(:: t::is '.-'!orl~, soue in t,:jres tine

fi'.cts are brou".;ht to light.

Eight new boe. t Q,"':vi ts '"i tb. tl1reu bo··.ts per d::.vi t wero inst~lled.

lanG :)oa ts Flus tVI,TQ tal"'lc li.;hters were provid8d s to\'rC'.gc on the

hatches. DL:sel l~ucl :t:or tllesc Id.nclin~ craft to the '':.1Lloun t of 19,000

g,al10.~lS was glVJn stowl.:ce i1: double bottom tc..nlcs betwe8n fr:l.f1es 36

, . 3"~:.lna. o. .L:~ocomnod~·.tions "1.'!er<3 made ~vailable for n totc.l of 2,578

10



:-......

personnel of which 564 were snip's complement ~nd 2016 were troop
.. i ~

.J·~C·J. ,_.': ;; -
.piJssen;se'rs. The nrm.::.:.ment of the ship' wc..s radically chc.nged. ene 5"51

~'-;.. . .. - ..

co.l., I'OUr '3 1t 50 clll., c~nd eight 20P.'.J!l C1.nd eLsht 30 c2..1., 1I1:"".chine guns

incrGC'..sed her fire power considerably. Gr:.lleys h~d been gre·J. tly im­

prbved 'and ~r~vidad with adequ~te f2ciltties. '

On 25 April, 1942 thG ship left tho y~rd to cnchor out in Gruvesend

.,.., '!\~ ,r , "", f' . , 1 d . d t .'. fl' t 11 dDf_Y, .l"j ;~':i ..l. orlC lor ... lnci..L oc. lng i ..... n estlng 0 nlJw y lns :.:'. e gec.r
. " "

~nd app~ratus. Three duys lnter in comp2ny with the U.S.S. LEONARD

\JOOD, the DIC~J~! d6p~rted for H~pton Roc.ds, Virginia and on 29

April, 19L:.2 .moored to Pier ii!2, Axf!J.y Base, Norfolk, Virc;ini.:t. For the

next sovor~l d~ys dGgc..ussing runs were mnde to'check perform~nce of

the ge~r, the Q~gtl9tic cOnp2SSGS were conpensctcd, the rudio dir8ct-

ion fL1cler c~~libr:.: ted j thG ship t s t~c tic<.:~l di:..:.m.et·er de ter-Elined ~'.nd

speed tri~ls held.

E".rly in Yay, 1942 with 298 T:Ic.rines, 27l.A:rmy ,ersonnel end 884

N::.val p8rsonnel c.bo:..~rd :',nd esc Jrted by one m,m the ship depc.rted

Norfolk, Vir:~:ini2., bound to GU::-.ntc.nU!2o, Cubc... l",fhi~e southboUnd on 15

!~y, 1942 ~t 1651 the escort hoiste~ enerrency subflr.rine siin.:tl and

:It l65L~ torpedo trQcks were sL::ht;.::d on the port quarter. The ex~:,ct

position of tho ntt:"ck WGS 23 0 59 TH, 730 07 H i. At Guc.ntc.n2.f.lo Bc.y,

175 of tl~: personnol c.:-:rried l",tE.;re dobarl::e:d ~nd ·5.27 tons of genernl

Cl:1rgo unlo,:.d8d. On 16 I~c.y the DICKY:Al~ in. company w.ith the U. s. S.

ICE1':rNEBEC wi th .en escort of two m:~3 departed. 'for: 3<Jl Ju.:tn, Fuerto Rico.

At this Dort 857 troop personnel d~barked Qnd 276 tons of general- .
c2.r."~o v.rer8 unlo~:.ded. ;~t Sc.n Juc..n 23 Eri tish ,officers plUS 49 Lc.sco.rs

-
woreto..lcEiil aboard for trE:nsi t p.~us. ["~ lo~d of ·1480 bc..gs of suga.r. On

29, ~!~ay, 19~·2 th'o vessel dcpa:;'t~d .i~ cOITlpc.ny vlith, the U.S.S. KENNEBEC,

". !....
~ ."-' " ' .. ,. .

, ". ,

-11-



U. 3. S. !.,7ITR.C c.nd t'i\TO m"S bound to Berm.ud~, B.H ~ I~' From 23 II:.io.y, until

25 ~.:2Y -ells DICKr~i;lT r8C'.<:.ined ~.... t Bernudfl. Haru '174 tons of c:'.rco were

unlo.::a.ed ~.l1d 107 n:-lv<.~l, 254 arJtlY :.ncl 105 L'l:'.rine corps person:lel were

deb~rkedo HSI0, olso 45 civili2n ~!orkers, British enlisted personnel

and a drai't o~ 179 U. S. N2Ival yerSOilnel were t~·.ken ::bo2.rd for trC;.ns-

port .. ·.tion to the Un:;" ted St.. tes. Upun dspnrtinf, BermudG. the group 1,.vr~s

j uin.0c: cy the S. S. City cf Bir':;linr;hn.G1 ::nd s::-:.iled for Norfolk which

po~t ~s red~Gd on 27 r~~y, 1942. A tot~l distLnce of 4,188.1 n~utic~l

cilesS~i:lG covered on this cruise.

On 5 June, 19L,2 the DICIYAN "11i th a tot,_l of 870 ~rI!W, naval and

civili~rt )3~sonnel passengers, again departed Norfolk nnd with an

cscOJ: t c? 2\ DD r;roc8t:ded to JJerUludC\, arriving 10 JunG to Tetur'n. to

!':orfclk: 12 Jun8, 194.2 ~:Ji th 71 .?aSS011g0rs.

LAt~r t~l.is sarne month and. until Garly in Au~)..:.st, mal1BUVGl'S ~nd"

L\.i1G.iilS e::::er~isss ';!GI'E: carried ot:t il.~ th~ uppal' ChdSc.pec'Jce Bay at

3010[20.:1s L:1'.~:ld, Haryland, in coc.pany 'Ni tll othlJr ships of' the Atlc.~ntic

."L'Y1..r>hi bious Force. 1hcse "lerE: 5xtensiV8 in Ea ture and SilUul.:. tad the

stor.~::.iilg of protected baaches. Vehicles, bulldozers aud hl3ClVy equip­

['l~nt WE:>roe all L~l1d8d undal' t~~ue b~:ttlG con6.itions 2.Ild "iNithout the

r3ali'Z3tion th:~ t these I1aneuvers :...ncl le.ndinrs vr.::re in ·,)r:.:;·');::r-:'l tiOll
~ ~ -

for ch", ~.~:.i ti:·.l Korth Afric::'.n: i.r.rv:.sio1J.o

Dtll~ing August, 1942 another period of availebility and dry dockine

w·...... s grcoo-ted. in the Eorfoll: Navy. Ytird. This perioG. was of short

duration a.nd an exaI;lination of tile ship' s char~ctelistics data. showed

tha~ an addition~ six 20mB guns were ~ddDd giving ti tota~ of 14.

The ship at tll;.~t tin.:- ':'!.-::'8 equipped to carry 16 LCV's, 14 LCP('R)'s,

2 LO;(.3) 13, 1 LC:-'(L) nd. 2 LCM( 3)' s. luI of those bo::.ts ¥I.Tor0 ,:'-board

excGpt 2 LCS (3) 's "hich h~".cl no t yo t been issuod to this v3ssel.

12



She c~rri8d clothin~ stores ,for 47.3 dnys, general stores for 257.2

d2.ys, dry pro·Y-isiollS for 93 0 2 dc.ys, refrigerated meats for 64.5 days,

butter for 116.2 days, fresh vegetables for 32.7 days and fruits for

64.9 d~Y5) till sto1.""as b-aing -figurod on a comb~1; loaded compleI:lent of

2,000" }!fur to-t'dl c~t'go c'o"Pacity amounted io, 254~429 cu.bic feet of

Yvllich 46,6$0 CQbic fQe"t was utilized fer ship's S'cO:'!2S and provisions.

Aft,n'" G-ac.h pet' i.~a <rf o'1a?ha....l the DICE?'Al\] tocl( e:'. !:lore a2:'lG. .GIOre tho

f ~.d.tll.r'~5 urn.i eli cj i ;$-1; h.t~ulsB.~d hQr a,s ::.n d1.mptibious assault t~~r..sport.

:l0J.:i. ~,;"O~:, to J.dllcL I~, '::;:0·.,:'(;i30S du:rin..g ec.rly OctobGr, 1942. It wetS re-

J..·· 1 "1.!..... 1· p ~v\-. __ .__~ fi:"lIrtl t~se L:.~~_;'....~lers en 12 October, 1942, thc.t tho collision

(11 1'( OC':tobe:r) 1942 t.b.G vessel movod to '_nd moored :~ t the

C~2~2~~~:S ~~~ Ohio Eailroad do~ks at Newport News, Virginia. HerG

ar~y ~upplies ~r~~e l~aded and an advance detail of seven offi~e~s and

183 enlisted. IIJ\?G reI:'erteLl c.bGa~rd on 18 C0tcber, 1942. Total eroln.rk-

€.tiO:l was cOi""'.?lC2 CG'1 CIE ~. Oe--tober ~ 1942~ a.nd the DICIG,!liN proceej,ed

~o sea frBffi ~orfolk to pl~y he~ pa~t in tho initi2l Gu)h~bious

N01.'f;h. Africa. He.:' 1:.1'1,,-' ,across the .C1.tl~ntic Vvl'..S ul1eventful.. .
As e @,al.'t 01' TAS~\. FORCE THIP.I'Y-:FO\i~ the "Old Joe 17 had crosGed

3~OOO ~ilcG ~f cc~an wi~h 1370 men dnd 73 officers of tho 2nd En.,

30~h Infan~ry) 3rd Division, pl~s 43 naval officdrs and 80 enlist8d

pE:r~onrJ.l?'::" of ttl.eo U.S. :NCiVY SQC1 P'rontim: Ur~i t and iVestern T·::-..sk Force
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~nd genaL'.J 2.r!:1y e~uipment n.nd ge~~r. rJo record is avnilC',ble of her

«ari.0 on chis first c..ssc..ul t but it is snfe to sc... v it wns considerr:ble.

At 2355 on 7 l!ove!!lber, 19L!-2 the followinG entry '.;,~O.S .81':.:d3 in the Log.,

"c.ll engL18s stoPlJod, 2Jll h:..i1ds st;.-.ndby to Im'o'er baats Ol
• Op~r~ tion

"Torch II was undcrw?y. ltlhile lying ~bout six nile s off FGdalti nine

~iautGs ~ftGr Gi~niGht on 8 Novorili0r, bo~ts were lowered 2nd dabcrk-

:2 tiOll cowJ'!l-:,nc.:;e.. lJnlo~_din~, of oquipnent .-.nd parsonnel continued

viEo~ou31y day and night until driv8n out of the area on 12 November

by sub2~rine ntt~cks in ~~ich the U.S.S. SCOTT, U.S.S. BLISS, U.S.S.

E:EWES, TJ 0 S. S. WIF300KI, Tj. 8.:3. P...A1'1BLETON and U. S. S. RUTLEiJGE were

sunk~ At -Chis tino tht.; VGsscl ~rc',S c:bout eichty p\.3rcont unlo::.,dad.

Finally ~m0n Casablar.ca wes opened tho vessel entered on the 15th

of EOv3i::.'o8r ['one: this cc..rgo 'vas rCliloved.

DU1~L::. th~ '\'Thole oper:" ti-:Jl1 10 LeV's Cll16. 7 LCP (R) boG. ts wer\)

strr,~1C~8d or v.;recked. Ko boats WGru lost bGc.:..:.usa of enony

fL~e. 'LW coxs';·!c:.in or' onG boat r·:as severly wounded by strafing nnd

th~ bowman killed. ~~TO Dosbers of tho ship's bG~ch p~rty were

WOUIldGd oy s tr::'~fing 4nd on8 man in a support boa. t wC-.s wov.ndGd by· the

["unfire fro:! @. shore: bdttiJry .J::t Fcdala. 'rho rGturn passage to Norfolk

besan o~ 17 Nov0~b0r, 19h2, dPG ~~s un~ventful ~XCci)t for SOQ8 h8QVY

w0~:thur. Sixty survivors from the U.S.S. HUGH SCOTT and 129 British

r.JlcC'.s-.:d ]risoncrs of ~'J;'lr made the r0turn trip vi th this vessel.

Norfolk VIC.S r·):.:.c118d on 30 FOV'~i::b8r, 1942.

COi1fic~.ence of success w::s 1l'lanifest throughout the who18 oper'ation.

Tho3 fol:_owing from the; sir:nC\l 10(; of 27 Oc tob0r, 1942 ::::ives 8vid-:;nco

of this fdGlin~.
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lI:))JOTE TH:i: CO:::;: '••rDIl'"!"G GENERAL CONGRil'rUL~TES ALL r.fEN i-i};TD OFFICERS

ON TEElR ~~ji.GNJ?ICENT SPIRrr X JOI1"'ED v.,rITH HAVY VIC·rORY IS ASSURED

After t: ~kin,; r'.bot~rd 970 tons of ce.rGo, 1770 troops, a.nd 118 o.r£1Y

officers .~'·.t the Co ~'..nd O. Docks e.t Newport News tho U.S.S. JOSEPH

T. :JICKM~..N' nm'l lL:, ted e.s the P..PA-13, dopurted on 27 DeceLIter, 1942

for her first trip to the P~cific Ccec.~

J~~lffiY 1943 TO DECEIillER 1943

tr::-'lGl~S.3c:. to I3~:lto··. v:h.;;r.::: troops 'Narc dob:-.rksd <-nd cC.r,:;o unlo·J.c.ed •

.t:3Tij O~l 5 J:::nuc.ry, ISh3 .troops W01'O 6!.lb<:'crked ·:..nd on tho next dp..y the

vG33el il,- CO'2~:'~:.nJ wi th 0 th:srs of the tc.sl::: ferce dep::.rted for HOW':18C.,

r;;..UT C~·.l .,-'l.or'.·'_' r.·•• On lrv' J-,:".nu~.. I".".·, 19L, ':l ~·n· ,-:. I~Ol.- IOi''; ""r' ·",..,tr'j ~;·l·~S r:"~de l',., tbe_ ~;v l! • _ . _. • , ./ v .1~ .......\ _."t) '" ~_ " . •.. ...:..1.,-, ...1.

c;:;.:;dc:.lt.o cl'3~.r;,s0 ;:'Ed ir:i ti .te- c.ll Polly-'::ocs ·:·.lld l-:-~ndIub1Jors qU2.Iified

to ..Jnter 1.lis 1'",,::1:1". On :'.7 J ....nu~:ry, thv v0ssel c..rriv:sd ~~t ?-TOUI1(;C. where

::. ono d.....y stop v,"::s 1.'Ldo. Brisb.:-.Il;') the finel destil12.tion wo.s r8c~ched

31 J.:.l1'lLry, 1';1.:-3 :.~ft·::.r tr(~volir.1:'-;:~: tot::l di3k.nc0 of 10,200 nQutical

:'lile s. 'l:l'OOpS (the ey-::c t nUI:l0Gr pIus aLJ.oun t of cc.reo no t (:;iven in c.ny

of th·:,; source; .r...r~tcrL:'.l) vvcr'.J i[;}f.1Gdi~.tG:"'y deb::rkcd.

It was not until 5 FGbr1.1c:ry,

n<3i tl:sr p'c.SSGl~;::~r.s 2:01' cr,;,rgo VK·.S

1943 tllCl t th·.3 lonr~ r-eturn. trip, wi th
,

becun. il. stop l,'/ns QU'.in 82..do c.t Nounen.

2 LCM(3), nnd 18 LCV's were trans-

:: :::.T3Ct GO ....~ '2?l~IE?O~:30P_s.C to(:..)th·~r 1vi th 47 nen nnd 4 officars of the

ship's cO~'.i.:.;18""':0nt. ~-)trB;:in~~ out c~10n8 fron Naumen the vessel ffic..de
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maximWll ,g:98Eid on the run to Bd-l boe.• Zig z::t{-;cins durinc da.ylight i.:nd

nornin~ general quarters werG the rule. Ship's work consisted of con­

v'Jrtinr:; s tea teroona into troop qUe-erters "C It deck port sida forW';.,~rd, re­

novi2G wood \vc~k ~nd gener~l c18~ning, scaling aUd touching up pcint

work. Balboa vr0..S r8(;.ch6d on 26 Februr'.ry, 1943 ;'nd on tho 27th the

c2.nal W~S trr'.vcrsad fron B-2l1 boa to Colon. ll.I'rivc.l c.. t Norfolk, Vir~;inin

W'J. S 01:. 10 Ec: r c 11 , 1943 •

Ll .:~j)~cil, le;)l} 3 pro?~:r:.. ~ tions WGro nc.dc for t he trip to {forth .nfrica.

cne. fOl' L;!:l8 7:Gc:'i terr'.nor..:.n G.LllJhibious lc..ndill!c: to follov·T r J!'01~ this trip

a short period 01' availability VTG.3 gr::nt0d :c:nd the fDllowins changed

cha~6ctQ~istics ~re noted frOD th0 ship's ch~racteristics cards.

For str~i.ght tr:.nsport duty th'j VGSSGl w~s c:quipped to cc.rry in

i~,ddiGiOll to h·:;1' crs\'/ of 611, 24 C?Os und 58 officers. Her troop c~rry­

in::: c'.)'.city "",,-s listGd ~:t 95 officers, 42 NCOS and 1913 troops or 0..

tot'~l oJ: 2050 troop p"·.SSGr...i:crs. For co:::bat duty Dnly 1645 troops

could be c.21r~.. led ..rhe ~oa t all.ow~nc G V'lo..S 2 LCS U::l) , 31 LCVPs, Qnd 2

LC;.:( 3). '1':.18 c:r';.F~!.:lsnt of the v0-ssel sl~ow\jd .' decidt.':d Llprov.;;[uent for

n-~odsr~l 'i,-.rf rG in tho iastc:1L'.tion of four 40nm's, eighteen 20nm's,

~nd fOUl" 3 i/50 cal Q In ~dc:.i tiol1 eic;ht 30 cc.:l., n~chine (cuns were

~ount3~ for cntLeircr~ft protGction.

At -cl.y:; ~:'J:"~'y Ease iTorfolk, cargo and mail 'Has loaded and. the advance

~'..r::lY de"C·:"il ai' 20 officers .':',110. 923 GnlistE:d .;..~en ef:1bar.k~d. ht the C. '

r.nc1 O. :;?iur (j. t Newport NaY'S t110 [1~in bod~r of troops enbarked on 9

1',~-J.Y, 19L:-3. On th.~ follm·'in.:: Q::y the DICK}'f..AN stiiled for Mors El K~b.ir,

0r:m, l~orth .iii'ric'}, \,othich port v',rQS reached 2.ftc;r .::li.1 unovGntfu1

voyage on ~3 May, 19~3 an~ all troops were debarked.
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While moored in this port Gxtensive drills were held in troop embarka­

tion during both daylight ~nd dnrk.

01: 11 June, 1943, 100 officers and 2428 enlisted !:len embarked plus

:l ttClched ITa~Jal uni tos for the tri"!) to Algiers, Algerie., where troops

wcr2 deb~rked on 13 June, 1943.

It was in Algiers tl18.t the vesscl was 102.ded and final prej?ara­

tionG \. ,:·;rc ~.l..:..d2 for Ih:r second un)hi. 'oious Qsso..ul t; i. e. Gela, Sicily.

IIere, frem 23 June to 24 vunc, 1943, Q full drcss rGhearGc:.l for the

coni.c.z o:"',·:r-::tion \'.].:018 hold. This in turn Wc.s follmved b:' m.cony debc.rka-

tic.'~ ('<rills ',;ith trDO]s.

t"rg·~:t ',Jith t~lG DI~:::KW..I:r as flag for c:r::u 81.2.1., Cc-]tc.in En.r\'iood,

U.S.C.G., CO:T·l,~.njing. Tllis force ccnsist-:;c. of the DIG~:M,AN, H.M.S.

P72NCE GHMtLES, ~.M.S. ?JIXCE LEOPCLD, 3 LeI's ~nd c. control grou~ of

1 PC 2.nd 2 3,::; IS, '."l~lic~l joinEd. up 2. t t:19 oeacl1hcF'.d. 1'he ve S sEl lc.nded

the 1st RanBer Battalion, 4th Ranger E2ttaQion, 1st Battalion, 39th

Engineers, 8Jrd. c. -J. :2::.tt'-:tlion :~nd c. ttLlcncc1 li..l'J.i ts en Red-Green Beo..ch

at G;;.la, Sicily, on the morning of 10 July, 1943. He:lvy v/eather '1fJo..s

Gnc 01..1I1tc;rc;Q d. uring thG cJ. QY of 9 July "\JJi.tich modero. tGd suffic iently for

sm.:..~ll bo':'~ t 0 'y;r::.tien 2. t "Ell hour. C'n approaching the beach the l.a:ld­

ir:g craft C'lCOll.nt2:::,ed. l':l:"chine gun t:.nd s:1all cali ber E. E. shellfire.

Fr:)!J. this fire si~ members of the boat crews were 'vwunded, on~

mortally.

Unlo~ding proceeded expeditiously en "D" Day but lagged on the

felloh ing days \';h8n army unloac1in\J crc.vs \·Jcre cc.lled on for sUP:1ort.

By 2000 on D f 1 the shit~ 'vVr~S C onpletely unloc.ded.

EE:'~roy bC)':~'oGr3 2PJH~a.red on the morning of th~ 11th :..nd aga.in ~t 1550

on th1:3 sa~)')U d. 4 Y. r.{hile no direct ~1its \oJ·:::rG ruc8iv8d by this "ossol

dallagc VI[lS sust:ain.ec't and six men were vwundcd by bor'lb frc..grlen ts.
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l1.gain ~rt 1640 ,' a bor~lbing ;:J.ttack v/,as mad,o., 1:-t was durll'rg -t.fl€S6 attc.cks
"

th.?.t t.he 5.S. ROBERT R01rJ.AN received a. di:r:ect hit, caught fire o.nd

fin::-.ll:r Gxploded. Bombing and st.r~fing ,oc curred elIsa on the follow­

ing Qdjf.

It is of int.3l"Gst to note thQt it VV2.S c.t G€la that this vessel is

or'Qdi ted \Hi th destroying four GerI.:lcJ.n pl~m:.3s. As quoted froD a letter

or'" i 0· )
.J ~.

iY2.

CONNAV}fA~1 dated 24 3e,!t6ubcr, 1943:

It, is partic1..'l..larly noted that, in Gddi tion to the DICIQ,:I.AH's

successful Qnd Gxpeditious unloading of troops and curgo --

(a) 3::1;] \/::2 not LJ.pro b::.bly ro ST')0115i bl-.; for serious dc.::l8.ge to

til:.' 313 G1l2El;'/ ::.ircr:"ft, :md

(b) OnG of 11,:;r LCM(3)s destroyed (m (;nerr,y fighter, em unusuL-.l

All told duri~g this opGration 99 casu~ltiGS uere Gv~cu~ted froa

the beach a.nd recei lred hospi tali za.tien abeard t:1-i s va ssc;l. !YJO of

The m:::::KMAN lost 18 beats durin;,::; the o:)~ration but 11<.:1' s.::lvQga

il.t 1855,on 12 July, 1943, the tr:J.ns:1Orts guidecJ. by the JIC1:;-':b.l."J left

tlH;! trar:sport err;;,,: c.nd co,;,.rr18nC8cl the return trip to AlGiers \Jhich W2.S

reqched on 15 ·July, 1943. J.\oJalva clay s L~.te~". in c oI:ll1c.ny vd th other

tr~nsport3 th0 vGssel dQpart~d for Mel'S Bl Kebir, Oren. It was while

wood, U. .5. c. G., t'J.rll,:;d over hi:: COLLl.J1d to C,:?::!t~:in R2yaond J. Mo.uermc.n

U.:3.C.G.

Troo~"1s nnd c:::"J:';;o ..,vura ~:g~an L~Kcn aooLrd on 10 und 11 .h.ugust, 1943,

fOT t\ ~erics of lat1.ding u~ccrcis~ s cc::rrh;d out in Andalouse s Bay,

Algaria, for c ~criod of ) d~ys ~ftcr which the vassel Qg~in returned

to Mel'S El Kebir.
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On ,))r "'1."''1,;,- 1(",' 3 Pot Ora'il f11/..>el"J.·a ""1.0110"'J.·;-~.:.!. +,~'_e 10"Q"J."n,''Y'__, of car·;::,'"'.l "" ' ~~;. ,,~ .... .:J ~ , )I '+ I .... , , .'). t::i> - , ~..,. ~ _. u. - ~ .:. v_
I

norp. tllu.:l 70 off:Lcsrs and 1700 ~'~lell of the 344th Division of Engineers,

2nd B·ottaJ.i OJ} 0:1:' t,he 142 In:fantry Sombat. team embarked for maneuvers

and loading exer.cises at Arzew, Algeria.

A total o·.!:' 81 com't\.\is3icw~u of:tic8rs Q,nd 1623 e!llisted men of the

2nd Battalion, 142~d Iniantry, 36th Div.isic)n and. att8..che.a units v·jere

taken abcs.n'Q at" M~rs El Kebir 011 4 Septelltbe:c, 19LI-3, for the 3...i'nhib-

Tl' '1 :--·7Crr.iI' "'N T·.... {'< ( ~) • c-_.!._\, .J...J_ ~'.Jn- "",,-,\.J'~....) '-'" U this or 34 rockets which

t~le s t?.J:,Gcar~ side or the :',l.itjJ' 0:1:' a JICE:·....J.L·~ I·C1Yl (J) unci exploded; three

ered -y,. ...." .. ;..~rti 11817 "velJ. hidd.en Ll t~le hill s 'uehind the

},eCiC 11.
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EnelJY bonbers attf:t6ked on the "9th of Sel/t'euber and again twice on

the lOth. The second attack on the lOth l~sted fro~ 2240 to 2312 as
,.,~~* ." ..1[~':~

the trans]prts were pr~3"jaring to leave the' area'~" This attack was 'con-

centrated and heuvy but· no ships were daI.1aged.·.' The closest bonb was
...:;',

600 yards astern of the shi p. An intense AA barrage "IaS Dut up dur-

in',: -;:.~li S H t tG.c~ '.-.~hich no doubt T:lade the ene:'lY t s ain nost erratic.

All ~ald 57 cusualti~s were evacuated fron the beach and received

trca-tnteut aboard t:lis y~ssel. Of this total" two 'oJere Gerl.lan pris-.

Upon leo.vinc-~ the Cissaul t urea the "Tressel, in C o:npany wi th other

trans~c~ts/returned to Mers El Kebir for a brief period of availabi-

lit)', car~cied out by the shi.D's force.

The fi rst of th3 1'ollo\J .u-p tri:Js after the S<llerno landings began

on 30 3e.")te:-:ber, 19~.3J \r~hen t.he DICKMAN, with 44 officers and 1504 en-

listed :..:en :)lus ci. full c<:i.r[;o o:f vehicles CL'1d supplies, in c o~pany with

othar trans]ort~ left Mel'S El Kebir :for Naples. On this trip the con-

voy .\'l1ade a stOT) ai' thre? q.uys in BizGrte.. I{arJor, Tunisia, awaiting the

o~eninG of Naples, Defore ~rocceding on to its destination. Napl~s

Har~or \';<lS reached on 6 October, 1943, and debarkation &nd. unloading

co: "Llcnced in.!J.ediately. De sTJ i te the fact tha.t the ship was COIIlplete1y

unloaded at 1940 the sQ.!.le date.! th8 return tri, to !1ers:E1 Kebir did

not CO!1..TJ.cnce until thG follm'Ji n:-; day.

l'J"incty.. six officers and 1660 enlisted men.• plus vehicles and nis-

cellaneGus cari~,o" were tal:en dboard 8.t fI[ers El Kebir for the second

follo,~.up trip. Th3 convoy departed ~ers El Kebir on 25 October,

1943 and arrived at Pozzuoli Bay, Ital~ on 28 October, 1943. A very

ra,id di scharbe of both passen:;Grs and cargo allmied the return trip

to Mers El Xeoir to begin thG Sillle day.

"
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It was i'ollovvin.:::; tl1is trip tlF'.t the DIC3MAN in company wi th the

U.S.S. 'l"I1:0MA.5 J8FP8RSON., and U.S.S. PROCYON/proceeded to ArzeVT,

Algeria for a period of training of French troops. For five days ex­.J

tensiV6 Gf.nbdl'l-:a.tion, debarlG:ltion cll1d la.nding e:<:ercises "Jere carried

out wi til 61 offi csrs and 1180 \'::n1i sted men of the French arJ'llY. The

French offic2ru wara iiven d cmQl~te tour of the vessel taking in

aJ.l rl103,s',,:::::; of c ur,.:s0 stOiJage, troo:) berthing and ~,le ssine;, troop de bar-

kin~ ~rccedure inoluding rail loading, boat stowaGe find gear for un-

l):;on t~lC :ccturn tc Mel's ~l Kebir on 11 !'TovC:lbtr, 1943,/ loading of

C<.lr;:;c cOIriJr.erlr~lOd for the last of thc; fo110vv-u',) tri::Js to be r:mde to

naples. On thic trie 95 officCTS and. 1815 enlisted :1en were e~-lbarked,

pl us V~!l:l.C13 s an~;. cargo. Depa.rture. W:.iS on 14 FO";TGlii.ber, 19h3", wi th the

U.S.S. BAR'NE'rT as flag. Due to mecha.f.'lic~',l t'ailur",s th,":? U.S.S. BAR-

C.D. Edgar, U.S.N., and his stGff ~crG flown to BizGrte to go aboard

thG DICI&'A..?I,[. Gons':'Qu,:;ntly upon their r~portin:c~ il bo,-~rd en 16 ITOVG:-.lbcr J

flag. Naples lias reached on 17 NoveubGJ:", 1943, and ttll vessels in the

CONSOLO. 1':!.'.oops e,.tet>e iouoodiately clGbarl:ed and a~l vehicle s and cargo

unload.ed.

On t~l.:; fol10\"in~' 'clay 87 officers and 1642 <:n.listed nen were taken

aboard G.rd ti.lL: rGtUI'Il trip to Mers El J{ebir begun. At tllls ~ort 124

acidi tj.onal troops wen;' 8:cbarkcd. On the last day of Hov2Llbcr, 1943
J

in compa.my hi th oth;:;r transports of the 8th Amphi bious Force, the
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DICKi'1A1,I QGpa:rted Mel's El Kebir for the return voyage hOl.le by the way

of Belfast, IrelandJand Firth of Clyde, Scotland. The t~ip fro~ North

Africa to Belfast was uneventful. At Bclf'-i.st on 9 DeC6nOGr, 1943) the

troo)s uboUTd "were debarked. The vessel then proceeded to the Firth

of Clyde whe:re all cargo was unloaded. It was also while in this port

that 31 LCVPs and 1 LeX(3) were transferred to Base Tw~Rosneath,

Scotla~d. On 20 December, 194~ the DICKMAN departed the Clyde bound

f 0r Nftrl'~lk Y~r~l·~i.,..... - u..... u .., .J... _ U ... J".J... <.l. • It wo.s on 24 Dcce~:b8r, 1943.1 that heavy seas

CiJ.us~d rat:1cr extensive da~la~;e forward to !J.oor-

ing lin..:..: ar:d llaviscr rlOcls, lif~ rafts, ready boxes and gun shields.

Except fc:r: tJ:is incident "0hc. Yoyag(3 Vias unGvGntful, l~orfoll.;: being

reached on 1 J~~U~~{, 1944.

J.~~nt::ktY, 1944 to DECEMBER, 194h

From 1 ;; :..i...'1uary u~;,til :::S J:.ll1uc.ry, the DIC:-G'SP-j'J was in a period of

avuilabili ty Cot tl1C 1'70r:'oll<: r:avy Yard; neli., ooats vvere obtained, nec-

e3sa~y chan~c3 and GltJratioDs coupletG~but physic~lly the ship was

Ii ttle ch3.ng~d. On t~w 28th of th2 month
J

she Ie ft the navy yard for

ImB, Norfoll~I' Dc ;:~::lrtur(; for lfl;\''i York \J8.S on 2 February, 1944... where

the vGssel \iCiS b\.Jrthcd at Pier 84, I!ol'th River.

On 10 FsbrucJ.ry, 19/++ a total of 141 officers and 2141 enlistGd nen

of the ar':~ ~lus 212 enlisted naval ~~rsonnG~were e~barked and the

follm:i~f duY the DIC~QN sailed in convoy for Glasgow, Scotland.

':l.rri'T8.1 at tl12 Clyd€ l~nchoraF~'::; VIas on 22 7cbruary and the following

lay the ve3scl procGeded U0 th2 Clyde River to Riverside Quay, King
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George. V Dock, Gla3gow. Here all troOT)S were (~ebllrt:td and cargo un-

loaded. U'p(5)fi return to th~ Clyde A.l'lchorage on 2 March I944) the

yes se.l prcce\~ded to LQ~h J.. Ol1,g AfliC~lorage \\vh ri.cb 1:vu.s to be her base for

p~r8onnel to t,:ke pc-r't, in t;'le corning 8.l.upJ.li bious operation Vias begW1

. inll'tl.~d..iatel!r. Su.ch liic:. not, ho~;.:ever, cancel the outst&ndi nG Iioertie s

\!h.ich all hands enjoyed. c:rno!"~g our mO~3t hospi tabls allis s.

I .... ~l "If "h ~ n' 4 t' t'J ii,.'f..S on:::. l.arc~, .l..J4 / ~l2. tllG

:Jr::KMAN :<;~:i.ll ','ii 'j~:l trccp:3 aboard. left Scotland and proceeded "Wi til

'::.'lle :f.irs~ at thesR practice lail.tiings was ten"'M~d "Mu31~r-:t IIlI. In

the a.s'jigI1~d l)€'ac.b in. Start Bar oa 2) March, 1944. 1'11-: 'de:.lther "I.:,'ClS

id~:al for ::oach an cperatior. c.p....i nc difficulties w(;re c~counte!'ed in

the Id.l':lcHng. All waves lal'ided approxi nately 01: time de S;ii t·.: difficl~1 t

cu~~ent Gets. c~ the whole t~a operation was most ~GnGficial from

FolloDing this ~~2rcise~t~a v~s5el ratur~0d to Loch Lons arriving

a~ th.Q :lf1..cl:o.i'-t:' ..~c- Oll 27 March, 1944. Agaill on 22 April, 1944; the

VQ.ss~l d'!f!.arted I.-och Lo.::;g for Plymouth and 'Tor Bay, El1el~nd to
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participate in operation "Tiger.!! J the second full dress rehearsal for

Normandy. At Tor BaY, caz"'go an.d vehicles viere loaded and 116 officer

ane:. 1350 enlisted mei1 1r;ere embarked on 25 A)ril, 1944. This operatic

like "Muskrat 117' was o:!' grea-t value and ironed out nany of the prob~
J

lems which arose in the first o~eration. New develo,~ents and tech-·

niques vJere t2.sted v~hich in time were to prove of value. V,rhile the

oper~tiGn 1~S Gnly of one dG~s duration (27 April, 1944) the experi­

ence gained fur cutv!eighed its sh6rt length. Following this exercis~

the ship again returned to Loch long to re~ain froD 29 April, 194~

To t~ke part in the large3t arnrhibioU3 o]eration of all, "C?eratic

Kept-une n , Cl' the L1va3ion of lfor:r.andy, the DICIC'1AU re:,orted to Fal-

mouth; :Cngla~d.. on 26 M&y, 1944. together '"ith tl16 U.S.S. B~TT and

H.M.S. E."tPlRE GA-il·JTLET.. Ii':r-om tl.is ba3e "fjllese vessels" as part of

T;l..SI: FO.:;{,CE UTAH "')rocseded to Pl '.'J~outll H<lr bor and then to Tor Bay.I .• •

anchorage en 31 ~ay, 1944. Bere the loading of vehicles and cargo

was carried out. On 2 June, 1944, 130 ofMtcers and 1833 enlisted Den

were embarlced for the coming operation plus two naval salvage teams

and t\'JO vvar correspondents. It 'I','as here til>at Hajor General Barton,

U.S.A." c&~e aboard to address the troo~s ~rior to departure on this

histor~; llaking mission.

Departure from Tor ~ay e.nc~orage took plas e at 1227 on. 5 June,

194h~ nnd thi S 'FG ssel ")ro~e edcd, VJi th H.;'f. 3. m-TERPRISE' as guide, VJi th

the vessels 01' the Tacle ?or0e wi thout nQta1)le inciaent to TranslJort
,

Area ItDTAE", Ba.'.' of Seine France, in accordanl'-\e v:i th plan.
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At 0353 on 6 J'une, 1941.1-) all b?at,s \.... ere over and this vessel landed

the 1st Battalion, 8t.h''rnfantry 8.nd supporting units of the 237th

,Engineers, 87th Clle.J1ical Bnttalion, 1st En'2;ins Gr Spec iali st Brigade,

29th Field Artillery, 531st Engineers; 31st 'Airborne Anti-aircraft

~rtillery, 449tll Hili tary Police C01)lpany, 3207th Quarter~aster Supply

TJ::li·t ar:.Q 1st and 3rcl. LJaval SalYaf~e uni ts on Tare Green Beach "Utah"

in theBai~ D8 1a ,..,' .uelne. All troo~s landed by .boats from this vessel

reac<rh.;G. t~18 beEch '.vi thout a single serious casual ty. Troops had. to

debark in about 3~ feGt of \Jater due to hce.'Trj loadinG of the boats

and t~a flat'bea~h gradlent. Ve~thcr conditions were most unfavor-

abla, Bind being westerly, force 5, causing a moderate sea which
-

l:.cunpered 1.oading, -d.re:.:ched the troo;>s and sT;Ja:"lped se~rera1 'uoats when

ramps were 10';:e:i~ed at the beac~'l. De s~i t<3 c::.d.'T!crse condi ti ons, clue to

1;'.10 tile same da~". By 1306 8J.~. s.hir~ boats had returned and "'Jore

hoi steel c:~c:ept ,seV211 LC":TPs of wLich fCiUl' ,:eTe clCil.llElticd by gunfire and

boli'37cd deud and. one S8c.E:lCln badly 'd(lunded \'J110 VJas ::lacec. on DD 639

.( SHUEIlICK). Ee.rl.y boats en~ounter<.;d li ttlG Gn8DY firs until after

C1 e k "'1"'l" 'If:' ';"roAf"'I~...... .....c::\ -~~ ~ 0 ,,-' ....' L:-'C. • rr~cp casualties were appare~tly light in crossing

. .Ii.. .tc;4;al C
.:...

'.l G€ad anQ 154 casualties were taken aboard. Of

t.~.1i~)· total
J

107- casuul ti~s 1,'';2:::'6 la.-:cled at Portland &Ed the three bodies

a:ld 37 casualties were landed at Falmouth, the remaining ten v{ere

ship's. per30ll.r..e1 and v'.'ere retained on board. .LUl casual ties were

l~.1ndeel in good condi ti on.

It 1,,:1S at 1438 on IIDn Da3r that this vessel de,arted the assault

area in C om,roy arri vin:; u t 0119, 7 June, 1944) at Portland and depart­

in~ at 0521 for Falmouth where at 1517 the anchor was dropped.
~ I
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A shuttle triT' vJaS made to the "Utah" area. on 14 June, 1944. In

tIlis trip the 313th I.r:fantry :Regil'll(ent v:as Gr:lbar.i\:ed at P1YIJouth,

Engl~n~ on 13 June, 1944. The vessel ~as again at her anchoru.;e in

Falmouth at 1339 on 15 Jur:e, 1944.

On 21 Jur..c, 1944 the DICIOI.lAN vms a:;Qin in Loch Long, Scotland;

where prepR=atio~lS \iCre made ror the trip to the Mediterranean and

the invasion of Southern France.

It, './2.3 net -.lntil 4 JulY, 1944,/ that the DICK1'1Jl..N started, \'.:i t.il no

pas38rlgel~s or cc:rgo, for the Mediterranean, 'wi tIl other transports of
,..

the w21phibious force. Mers El Xebir WG.S reached on 10 July, 1944;o.nd

o.ft<;:i..~· t~J.r:;e da.ys the vessel de['c."\rted fer naples ''''hich vJas reaCl1(;;d on

f2\\' d.2.vs in .!ulY and tl1s fir st 'Jart of AUI'Ust the
'"''' .. - I

Naples, :)6 ef:t'ics:cs c.nd 1790 enlisted nGn VJ'3rC embarked for ?rQctice

l~~~~n£s at S~lernQ Buy, Italv less than ene year fron the initial
"/

ass8.ul t lanr.i 21£ 8. t tl:.:~l t b28.chl1Go.d.

en 13 Al:gust, 1944.... at 1300 the t3.s1.;: force or' lj·;hic.t. the DICK1r"Jti'J \'JU.S

a pa::-t, departed from tht B_;IA DI cASmLL~tW1ARE for o;eration "All11il".

This vessel l~nded th~ 3rd E~ttulion, l80th Infantry und supporting

G.etc.ch.Ir.el~ts fTC-In the 17·:?th Illf~,!1tr::, 40t:l J.:ngineers) 4tn Beach

r.:~"-+~ll·on T J-"" T-T'l-ru lOt:'~<..t :v ~ ,l • .:::>. .1.': ~ \J':': , J. ... and 11th 1'i ..;ld Ho spi tCL1 Cor:.:·s., 2nd

AUXilir.lry Sur';ical Group, 58th Medical DctnclEClGnt, 9Jrd EVQ.cuation

Hospital, 450th ~ngineers, 157th Infantry, 71st Sienal Corps, 682nd

Ordnance, l71st Field Artillery, 8Jrd Chemical Battalion, Naval

- Demolition Un.its 83, L,.7, 197, 28, 29 and 30; 693rd Port Conpany and
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3S9th r.'l(;;dical Collectine COI.:l.j8.rlY, on Blue; Beach, Baie De Baugnon,

Frnnce, on 15 AU,ust, 1944. A total of 1790 troops, 136 officers,

80 vehicles &nd n9~roxi~atGly 10 to~s of stores were landed without

da:nage or cas12alty.

Weatlh:;r condi tti ons for "Anvil tl .YJere ideal. There was only a lie;ht

variable breeze, slight sea nnd no swell. Visibility was excellent

except fer ~ sli8ht h~ze.

Eal~J.y beats W81'e. le.une hed at 0520 end unloading proce laded in an

orderly fdshion according to SC11cdu1e. All troops nnd vehicles were

c:'Gba:rlcecl oy 1547 Oll nDH Dc.y. :Gncll1Y fira i!l the lanc.in~ 2.rea 1,,,as light

Ci~:.J t0e LeS (s) 's ::~rcIi1 thi S V8 ssel Ciid.~d sr2<l tly i.:1 sile~cL-~g se~!erQl

eneMy ~tt"on~ pointe. No d;:lmage was s'J.stained from ene~' fire.

Only a tO~Ql of eleven action cQsu~l~ies were tredted aboard. Of

these, t",;c were Fr811ci.l c1vilio.ns who VJQrs retw.~ned to the beach..'lcG.d,

two 11\'er9 Arln:i ar.:d we~ r0tur::.Sc. to naples, t'dC VJcre !.13r.lOerS of the

C:'E>'N an.d. f i 7e ""jeTe '.;O·L~m:i;.;tl cnGr:~ ')ri son,,-,rs o:!~ wur '.':ho w~re tur!led over

to 7-hG U• ..3. AT!!:}'" c·:: t.t,:; return to rJuFle s.

Po. ssa:.g-G t () c:·.nd. frc::l tIlt; i:.:' SS2.ul t ar2G. 'rh1S wit~lOUt !latable ir..cident;

trw o.s::32ul t areu was c.epS\l'tsd 12.te on "D" day u.fternocn. As the

vessel p~oceede1 so~t~ a h8U'G' e~~rcy air a.ttack occurred at the bGQch­

i"lGG.d. l'he !'e~ur.r:. c on-.ro:' anc::2.orf-"d in till: ~·Jc..p1es area at 1122, 17

AllgUst, 1944.

\lhile at Maples, ItaJ.~~ 011 22 August, 1944, Yehi cle s V/erG loaded for

t.ile follov;:- 11"',) tr.ip to tIle Southern Franc \3 1x;CJchhGQd. At 1400, 26

AUgt18t, 191;.4, £it general mU:3ter, Captain F. A. Leamy, UJCG, read his

orde:'8 [mc. C1SS1.Lled comme::.nd ef the YGSSG1, relievinr3 Curtain R. J.

MaUC1'1f)cUl, L;SCG. On 27 A.ugust, 1944, 60 offic '3rs and 631 enlisted men

of tlH~ U. 8 ••\:-ny, 36 officer3 und 611 enlisted men of the :;Trench Army,

23 ~:unerican H,;d Cro 55 V1CI:lCn e.nd 5 .Am0rica.n RGd Cross lil(;n, one French
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Army VOrl::tn Qcd one i3ri ti 8h enl istGd !!lc.n \ 'e1"'e Gmbar~red. 'rhi s group

was landGd in Ce.valier BaY, France) on 30 August, 1944.1 after VJhich

the DICI01AN rettIT~8d to Naples.

The SClCC:ld folloviT- u:;:J tri:: bee:an wi tJ.1 ~he GLlbarkine of 351 enlisted

TIen dnd 39 officers of the-U.S. Ar~y, 144 Gnlisted WODen, 810 enlisted

m,.m, 22 fel.i12\.le affic Grs and 40 male offic ers. of the French Ar::iY at

Na~les on 6 SGptembe~, 1944. This group of versonnel plus vehicles,

baggage ~nd car5SvJere landEd at St. Tropez anchora~e on 9 S8]tember,

1944 after 1;;:1ich tIl,,", vessel again returned to Naples.,
On. the tllird fellow-up trip 55 officers and 911 enlisted men of

t~l;;: tT.2. ~\rr\\:,- and 649 ;.;nlist~Q f'le~ and 35 officers of the French Army

were embaI'~:ed 01-;' 16 September 2_nd v'/ere deb.ar~<ed on 19 September, 1944...

at Mar3eill~s.

It w~s ~~ Y~ples on 26 September, 194~ that 91 officers ~nd 1806

enlisted men of' t~1l2 U.S. i~rm:; plUS two British Royal Air Force
,

o:t~'ic~rs .:~!~d o:J.e U. S. c i vi2-ic:m were ertlbarked 1'01' the fo urth follow- up

trip. rllis 8rcu~ W£ts clebarJced at'M..rseil1es on 29 S<Jptember 't/here

for the n~x:t tl~r€e days.. liberty v',las ~rllilt":d to one third of the shil)t s

crew c.aily fo:.~ their ~irst Qnd oni:! Ii berty in Franc e.

Hers EI Kebir W2S the next port of call and at this port on 16

c.:::tcber, 1944, 79 ?rerlch office::rs includin~ 10 female officers, 1518

:B:'rench troop.s including 56 fer:lale troops, one A1n~ric(m officer and'

s~ven enlisted men, ten Italia:J..offiears and 243 Italian troops em-

b2.rked for the final follm'1-up tri p to France. Captain Frank A.

,Leamy, USCG of the DICKMA...-r-.t assumed dutie s as Convoy Cmlluodore and

took oJo.llI~nand of .the following ships of the convoy~ U.S.S. LYON, U.S.S •

.STANTON, 3. S. S'rAFFOR1)SHIRE (Er.), U. s. S. BA.1ffiET1\ U. S. S. ARCTURUS, -

and U.'$.S. PROCYON. This conyoy escorted by the U.S.S. ~t\DISONand
J

t:. s. S. FI'rC}~, rroc~ec1ed to Bnrseilles ,,~her8 troops were debark~d and

cargo unloaded on 19 October, 1944. Thu return trip of the convoy
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to Mers El Kebir was ~egun the following day~

The long-awai1~ed return to the United 3tates began on 25 October,

19!~4.1 and was cOJl1~l~tecl. on n Noyembc:::-, 191+4" when the vessel moored

starboard side to 'N~t Jgtty, Navy "Yard iinn·.:x; South B03ton, I-E<lssa-

chusetts~ FrO~;l this dat,; until 28 :kc-2rJ.bcr, J.944/ Q period of Qvail-

3.'2i1i ty wc.s gra~ted. which per:.:i ttcd docl(inG and. SOl!18 ess(;ntial work

to be dOEe Gn t:b.e 211ip' s interi or, includin.~ l~GI1oval of considero.ble

V';OOd'i'.'O:'k e.r~c, repaix's to propulsion uc,chinery. Her eztGrior \~c.s

littLJ chai,~ed except for tIlG installc.tion of a nGW king post Cl,nd

jill1bo bOCl'rl aft, and the application of a cOl"1plete clli1ouflai.~e raint

job. .

JM\u~~Y, 1945 to OCTCBE~, 1945

P~n~md was reache1 &fter en uneventful voyage on 4 January, 194~

·;'112.. L:e Canal imtil'3diatel1' trc~"IJ~rsed the salrte.. ric.y. Tllc; Canal Zone

F=3~aisco, wller~, after ~rrival on 14 JQnu~r~, 1945, a short ~eriod

",T~~ 1 n~'l'"1 ~ ~-- "'as o-,..an+ .....-'l 1"or~vC'.l.~~e.. u ~.LlJ:J y .... b~ _.U'O" __

)

On 24 Ja~~ary, 1~45, 5 naval o~ficers and 1013 enlisted personnel

V-JE1'~ embnrked and the S6':\le dl:7 th?. f.<li P set sail for Es~iritu SLllltO,

New HebLLde s. Tile equ<:ttor \'/2.S eros sed for thG fifth tir.1G sine G the

.sh::'p w~s ccrn:nussiOl:ed Wh'3Il all :3 7;..:bruc.~T, 1945 c:t 0815, Ne:9tunu3 nex,

Da.~r; JO!:les a.'::c.: the :Ro~r2.1 Part./ re\:lortsd aboard to conduct line cross-

ing ce:r.-emonie s fcc 8.11 Pollywog s) cre'N ar:.d pc-~ssen.Bers alike. ES:;:Jiri tu

~-3:~nto '1'·J:...lC-', rl:;[-tciL:d on. G :F\;oruo.ry, 19L;.5. A.ft-:r unloc.diniJ; somc cClrgo

::1nd taking en nt:,1,oV car.gc" tllG vessel dc~xlrtGd this ,;Iort, tV'/O days later,

to arrive at Guadnlc2nal on 12 F2bruary, 1945.

Here thl'; ycss(:l joinJd u'._ \·jitil TILUTS:pORr DIVISIC,y 54 of SQUADROl-.T

18 of t~le ~ACI¥IC M~HIEI00S FORCE and began active preparations for
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the cor:ling cCtmpo.ign. Intensi ve trainin~ bego.n on 1 March, 1945.1 and

for tactical adJ~inistr~ti~n;t!l€ DICKMAN was designated as DDTISION

FLAG for TRN~SDIV 12 (te~porary) under the comraend of Ca]tnin Frank A

Leamy, U.S.G.G. As such,the Com':,lGnding Officor was res]onsible for
...

training, tactical movements 2nd logistics of not only the DICI~~N. . '. ~

'out (~l~o thE; U.S.S~ BAR~JE1'T, U.S.S. PROCYON, U.S.3. CEE-BUS, U.S.B.

ARC;rUp.us, 1';.8.8. 1JR8END1 ~nd the U.S.S. N01HTOR•
.

A tot:.:.l of.10h officers Gnd 1264 enlisted ~ersonnel were embarked
~: . ~

fer the oper~tion on the lust day of Februar~, 194~ and from 1-6

!~arch inte~sive training and rehearsal operations were carried out

nc~r.Cdpe Esperanca, Guadalcanul, SoloDon Isla~ds, to~ether with

ot~l..:r uni ts of TR:~r8}JOR'r SQ,tJADRON 18 ..

Fclloviing a. briGf period for logistics in P.lrvis Bay, TUla.gi area.)
.

Tm~Y8~IV 12 returned to ~uadalcanal to rG~&in until 15 March, 1945.

On this c,uy TP,-,~\lS:DIV 12 j uined up with 'rHA.\TSDIY3 52, 53 Gnd 54 and;,

cO!':1prising TPJtNST'ORl' GROUP BAKER of TPJJ!~Ol'-J l8~ ::!roceeded Vii thout

incidellt to ULITHI for final logistics. From 21 liarch until 27 Mnrch,

1945" final prepo.r'ations were made and on the le:.tter day at 1555 TRA.NS·

PORT GROUP BAKER (t~pc.rtcd thG Elncl10ragc Clnd procoGded without incident

to t.i.1G trC:tnspo:ot Cl.re::l. off the; southv';6st co<:.st of Okinawa. The DIC1Q!llN

tog~ther v'd th otllc;r s11i]8 in 'I'rtA.!!3DI7 12 remained in the trans]ort.

area off the be2chhe;.Hl from 1 April until 9 .April ezcept for a nisht,
'.'Ji thdrClwo.l on uD" Day J durin:~ \Jhich timc the formnti on vms subj ected

to air att&cks. Unloading of both troops c~d cureo was slow, not

bccCiuse of enemy action 01' adverse vlce-thcr conditions... but due, .?ri-

murily to the heterogenous troops o.nd miscellaneous cargo carried.

30:-18 of' the troop passa.ngQrs V'i\:;re not to dGbo.rk until D f 7 while

SCZ'1G of the cc,rgo If.ias net wunted until thc SQ..1i1C duy. Consequently
. .

a. prolen~ed stay <:.t the bGo.chh~ad wns necessitated •
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The prolonged stay offered the enemy nUffierous targets of which he

took good adY~ntage. Besides e.ir c.tt'-lC~;:s, midget sUbmarines,

suicide bouts end s~l~~lle~s were u constc.nt men2ce. No battle dumQge

11O\I'Gvt:r'v-Jas l.'e·cei vac1.. Durin..; the en ti:re o;~Grc..tio:l only two LcVpt s

WGre. lost, neither the. result of enemy action. ~uring the entire

action there were no casualties to ]ersonnel of the vessel o~ its

attached la~ding craft.

On 9 April, 1945; at 0820 tl:e vc.;ssel c.e:-.::.:~ted the transport araB. and

p2:'oceec'ted und..<:?r or:lers to Saipan in CO::::liu.:::y with o::1'1(;;r t:i.'[.nsports

d.Lsc:Srt:~ged fro;'} the beachilead. Sedran was reached on '13 Arlo'il, 1945,

7.1':.:1 t~1e lJICKMAM pl'oceedcd inris!lG:ldcntly fro:.'l 3aipal;, on 15 .\.pril, 1945,

tc 'Pea.r.l. Hat'bor \A/hlcr.. POI':; was :reaCI-J.8Q on 25 Apl'i1, 19h5,

rellCltil:" taticn pe:C:.;G·l1.neJ. departed Pda:rl Hal'':>cr bc.-...,r..d. fo~ SEn ?ran-. ,

C i~C·O . 'PL·,",·o·..ri,-,c.- ., perJ'Oc. Of' :o\v"'l'l'::>l")"ll~"-v :"I'O·"" .... ·'e__ :;) • .J....L...... ...... 1 ........> t.4 • 04. 0. e- ~ I..... -l. lJ.... __ Ja lJJ.J. 0-;:" l·.I~).:r until

, ;:'U~ ,
~\..) u _'.L.';,

-~~:e iJ.' QGsti.:i.i.:.tioll on 22 ]Lm-.;., i9~5., A q,u:-Lc~:\: tu~n a ho~t took p]a,ce in-·

soTar ~,s 1303 of:;:"iccI' o.nrl G!:llsted FlSSGl:f2rS V-JEre Joaded in Eonolu.lu

on 25 June for transportation to Sen Fr~ncisco at ~hiah ~ort they

2.1:d 181Jt, C .13. naval enlistul l?er30nn~':1 c:nd 8 civLl. .LGns trc\vclin.'S in

t:::~ st'a~us 0::" corn..lni.ssior..~d offic(;r::. Pcc.rl Fe.rbor 'Nu.s re;..:.ci1..:d on

14 JulY, 1945 •

.?:;:·O!!l this d;lt.G untj.l 10 .i..u·~ust, 1945.1 the DICKHAN went through a

pQ.riod of conversion at tho N'elvy' Yard, PGarl H~lrbor. V:..:.rious ch2.l1ges
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in the orrangcIoont of the sick buy ~rea, the installation of new

ol)eratil1g space and a glln.eral enl'argeLl-=nt of the hos~ital facilities

WC'..f3 Ulld(jrt8.}~~n. All t:1is 'I;,:orl: was to eQuip t:J.e vessel to function ns

0. casu2.1t::r €V20cw;\tion shi p yet at the S2.t.'I102 tine not changing her

desisn:::ition :<:s an APA. Upon cOI\1?letion of this yard period
J

u trip

Wc.~3 made to S~n. E'rClncisco wi tIl 9 Navy and 4 Mc.rinG offic er c:::.sunl tie s,

357 :';:':'""'7 ~ 132 Me\rilie, 8 Coast Guard. Elnd 2 ~.!:crchQnt I;rarine enlisted

pe~scnnel c~suolties; 123 Navy, 33 Marine and 1 ArL~ officGr; 575

i'1~vy, 35·4 Mari.ce, 1+ Coast Guard cnlisteJ. F-ersonnel and 174 civili:..n

Navy Yard Wtirkers.

The U.S.~. JOSEPH T. DICr{MA~, APA-l~ was at sea en the termination

l:ost.iliti es 28 sl~c W:.::s C.t th.::: begi11~1i::..g , 7 De~eDoer, 1941. As

n.lit~d in. tl:e :og for Ih Auc;U st, 1945, lT14l5 ::;\303cd offensiva C'_ction

8.g:::il1st JfJ.pansse !"'orC83 in accor'iazlce 'Nith Ci!lcpoa dispatch 142304lT •

However, hQr work did ~ot terminate with receipt of this dis8atch. '

she; 10,.c.Lci :,:,,;o.i:: ,~.nd G:l ':4 Allgllst, 1945,J with 80 H..]. _i:rny Officers

~nd 1717 A~l~ enlisted pe~30~ne~ tte DIC~~r passed under the Golden

Gate on her way to t.he ?hilipl~ine.s.

-rllG westbcu~ld trip was uneve~tful and. it "'.l8S not until 6 Se?te~!lber,

1945;~lat the DICkMAN entG~eL EniwetoK Atoll for a layover of t~o .

d.ey s. ::luring t :1i:= stop ave:- cne hal f of both the crG\~ e.nd troop

pa:;sengQr'f.; \AlGre grClt\ted. liberty ;at the Recreation. Center on one of

the islands of the atoll. Upon departure from Eniwatok all blackout

reg~:atiGns w£re cance:led an~ for the first time since long before

"P~a.:rl Harber Dayll the DICKMAN vvas underway 'lid th modified peace-time

ccr:ditions 'Prevaili.ng, a condition not only enjoyed by all hands but

likewise by passengGr personnel.
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Upon reaching the Philippine Islands a stop was made at Tacloban,

Le.yte I 51 and) on 14 September, 1945, vlhere part of th e troop passenger£:

were to debark. Bacause of a change in orders on the part of the arIllJ­

this contingent was retained on board and· debarked at·Manila with the

remainde~ of the troops. Manila was reached on 17 SeFt~b6r, 1945 and

all troop p~ssen€ers were debarked and bagg~ge unloaded two days later

On. 24 Sep~~[nber, 1945; the U.S.S. JOSEPH T. DICIO!IAN, APA-13.,.; had the

most pleasa~tduty Essign~d to it since being co~~rissioned. UndQr

ord~H'S from CINCFAC the Arr:.y ?ort Cornma..'1d at Manila eI:lbarked 5 U. 3.

Naval Officers as passengers; 108 U.S. ArTI~T OfficGrs, 54 British

O.ffic·8TS aEd 12 C;anadian Officers plUS 511 Bl~i tish) 32 Canadie.n en­

listgd perscnnel a~d 159 ~.s. civilians, all ex-allied p!'iso~ers of

v-l~r tOT transportatic·:J. to tlJ..c; west coast via Pearl Harbor. rb.es~

offic9!'s ,tl.~~d l'u:en ha(~ 6:luu:red untc)ld tortures 2.nd BUffering while lL.'1der

tIle Ja.panese and. wer~ among the first to 'be retur~ed ho;,ue. },Jucng

them were fc·ur J3ritish enlisted army per3cnl1el v/ho) after t~r'36 and

Ol1~ halt' years as War priscne::s, started t.heir trip hollhe on the U.S.S.

JC:SEPH 'T. r'ICf-o.1A1\, tte ve-=y sane ~lessel v;hich~, in 1941/ carried them

frOM Halifax to Bombay, Icdi~ on the beginning of tbeir war mission.

This brings the history of the U.S.S, JOSEPH T, DICKMJL~7 APA-13

from t:'1e time of cOFlITlissio!1i.ag as a ne.val vassGl up to 1 October,

1945. What Juilitary duties l~c ahecd only time can tell. She h~s

done h~r job well, made a nama far heise1f in both theatres of war,

cU1C. will long be rernem13ered with affection by all he..nds e.s the "Old

:Jce ll
•

-33- -



A:P.PENDIX TWO (2) Com.rn8.;~ingOfficers of the U.S.S .. J"OSEPH T.
pICKM'gN ArA-l~:

ASStl':led connar:d

Captain C. W. EUTwood, USCG

Captain.~. J. Ma.uerman, USCG

Ca.e-tain F. A. Leamy, ·USCG

'Exa~ut~ve Offic~r3

Lt. CO.rear. G. W. McKean, "CSCG

Lt. Comdr.. ,., EtZ't.Jeiler, USCG·v.

Lt. Comdr. J. ,., \i!el1;11and, USCGv.

Commell.-Q.er C. ~'. Edge, VSCG

Commande.r H. T Betzme::' , USCG.J •

COIru'flaader H. A. Loughlin, USCe-

Cou.JJllender D. MeG. Morrison, USCG

Engi~leer .i.ill? Oft'icGl's

Lt. Ccmrlr. G. F. Hicks, USCG

CGmnander G. A. ~iper, USCG

June 10, 1941

July 24, 1943

August 26, 1944

June 10, 1941

Nov6J.l1ber 7, 1941

Nov~:.:.lber 3, 1943

Dece':lbGr 15, 1';144

Septe~o6r 11, 1945

Ji.~ne 10, 1<]41

July 16, 19L;.2

~ertGmbGr 25, 1943



APPENDIX THRBE (3) MILES THE U. 6.S. JOSEPH T. DICBMAN, APA-13
f1.AS TRAVELLED.

MILES PROGRESSIVE MONWLY PROGRESSIVE A1-tNUAL.
TO TAL GR.~:O TOTAL

1941
_.__._----------

JULY 167,0.9
A.UGUST 127j.O 2940.9
SEPTEftlSER. LAID UP FOR REPA.IRS
OCTOBER 1196.3 4137.7
NOV El1BER, 7156.3 11294.5
DBC&n~E.R 327J.3 19573.8
1942
JANUARY 51~.6.9
FEBRUA'.R~( 8J5J.9 13500.8
)"1AACH '4.1 13504.9
AP.R.IL 325.9 13830.8
MAY 3362.2 17693.0
JUNE 163].0 19382.0
JULY 1185.0 20567.0
AUG{I~T 23.0 20590.0
S£P TF.Jt13ER 540.0 21130.0
OCT06L~ 352~.7 24652.7
UOIJENBCR. 7357.9 32010.6
DECE.MBE.R 1702.3 33712.9
1943
JAHUAR:..'" 9001.0
F:U';q.U t\.R-l- [,651.;·.7 1765'" r"7, '). (

MAACH 222.8 1::;87G.5
APHIL 531.L, 2u~,O). 9
~.AY 44.63. '9 2h2.73.3
JUNE J ;:7.5 25271.3
JULY lGC2.6 27153.9
AUG-UST :::85.3 27439.2
3:EJPTb11BbR 215'7.7 295~::j.9·

OCTOBER 3::.s7.1 'j"4ry/ -;; ".lo.U
NOVEMBER 2350.8 J 5;~36. 8
D}:;CEMBER '/--3 r~ 423)0.68)) .0

19Lj·4
JAlIfiJA1"l."'"! 98.8
.E'E13RUM~~ 3966.3 4065.1
MARCH 1182.0 5247.1
A.PR[L 1207.9 6455.0
MAY . 645. ~. 7100.4
JUNE 1363.5 0463.9
JULY ~q7~ 2 11h39.1~, u.
AUGUST 1761.7 13200.8
SEP'7.E'l'113~R 2572.9 15773.7
OCTO~ER 3330.• 6 19154.3
Novnm£~ 2hlJ1.G 21556.1
DECEMBER.. 1270 .. 8 22326.9

19573.8

5"')'"'/ 7.J ...oo.

95577.3

118504.2



10171.5
14158.1
19653.1
21790.5
2577L:·.3
28049.0
32102.8
3S40L~.7

714·8.0
3023.5
3986.6
5495.0
2137.4
3993.8
2274.7
4053.8
6301.9

MILES PROGRESSIV~ HONrHLY "PROGRESSIVE ANNUAL
. TO TAL GRAND TO TAL .------_._--- --_. , --1945

JANUARY
FEJ3RU~.RY

MA-~CH

A.PRlJ,
~y

.]U'l.t8
JlJLY
AUGUST
SEPTEM5~

15690l).9

It is of in~~res~ to note that the total nautical miles

travG1.l.eli Sin.0~ COmrcriSGl oning ~qua1s 7.26 tim3S aro1.md the

~ar-th a-t. tIle gquator.

(



APPENDIX FOUR (4) TOTAL PERSONNEL CAFL~IED

,
.l.... Assault Ope~a~ion6

(a) North A.L'ri~
( b) Gela, Sieily
(c) &201cn"no
(d) Mo rIT.l~ndy

(e) southern France .
(f) Okinawa

Tot~l

orfi COl'S

110­
100

$1
130
136
104­
"65"7

Enlistee.
1450
1700
1623
1833
1790
1261;.
9600

Total
1560
1800:~

1704
1963
1926
136G

10<-:>7~ .,.;-

:;!\)~.1c\·" ~.'~:: ~I'.i.:x:; to Ass::'..1.Tlt Ar-Jf'.S

tal First trip after S~lerno

(bj SecC)M.cl tr-ip after Salerno
(c; Third trip after Salerno
(d} First t:i:'ip afte2.' No:.emandy
(e} ~irst trl.\? after SouthC?rn France:

U cS. Ar.oty
Tr<2nch A.rmy
Red Cl'OSS 'rfam-en
Red Cross Hen
t-1i sc eJ.lanecus

(f) Second tri~ af'telr Soutt.Arr. Frar:ce:
U.S. Army
Fr e11c h k.'~ilY 1'1e.r:.
Fr(;? 11Ch .A!'·my YJc·m~n

( g) Th.!.:r-c. tr i_r)l after Sou. -thern France:
':..,' ..S. Army
Frenc~ ,A...l'my

(h) FO\lt'th trip" after SO'-lt~:crn Fran'J2:
'J.S. Army
:SJ:"itlsh

(i) Flftb. trip a.ft.~r Southern :France:
!?l:'QI'lck A.Tmy Men
Fl' e ncb. ,AJ,:'m:, '-",,-ollier..
U •S. A.r:rny
It~.L i Nl'1 AI'M.:r

Total

4h
96
95
95

~C)
./ '

42
22

55
35

91
2

69
10

1

1504
1660
1B15
1900

631
611

351
810
14~.

.911
649

1806

1462
56

7
~43

14560

1548
1755
1?10
199 5~'

691
647

23
5
2

390
850
166

966
634

1897
2

1531
,,/
08

B
253

15390

'3. TrcLi,ni_\t~ ·Bxet·c lse;3 (Tl"'oo\,:;:; Carr ied)
NQ\,J Aivc;n', NO.\"tk "C'c:..l'olin?,: Ju..,,~, 1941 52
NQW ~iver: No~th Ca?olina, July, 1941 5~

ChQ$C?edke Ba~, A~g~st, 1942 102
Algiers, June, 1943 95
A~da1ouses Ea~, Algeria, August, 1943 75
Arzew, AlgQria, August, 1943 . 70
Atzew) Algeria (F~ench trcops)Nov., 1943-61
firth of Clyde; Scotla~a, M~rck, 1944 37
Slapton Sands, England, Marek, 1944 75
SlaQ'tcm S;;\r\qs, 'InglLand; A.?I-i1, J.941;. 116
SQ.I.Qrno, Italy, Au~"U~) 194'i 136'
Cape Es; p~rai\C e, Gua.da1c a.....1.1.1, Kareh, 1945 -104

Total 980

1463
1:1..2'7
21JO
l300
1'750
17\)0
11.:0

BS5
1.'+50
1350
1790
1264

17839

1515
1134
2202':'
1395
1825
1770
12L~1

902
1525
11.:.66
1926
1:36;3
It&I~



Officers Enlistod Total

1336 1393

1387 1511
270 276
45 45
10 10
72 72

431 463
407 407

6 6
3 '7

58 ,5·'}

60 60
129 129

1770 1838
1 1

1300 1900*
1950 2070*
2:28 2228
1642 1729
21hl 2282

1013 1018
50 50 .

1689 1863
1201 :1.301
16/:-7 1304
16/t 7 1804
1717 1797
1;8/+ 1763

268J5 23494

9660 10327
1[,,560 15390
17839 13319 J

26335 2~49!,"

b8894 73030

21~

6

I
l.j.

32

57

113

100
120
100

87
141

5

667
830
9S0

1659
4136

174
100
175
157

80
179

- I ,. ~.LO),

4. Str~ight Tr~rillport

Bombay trip, 1941
Norfoll< to GuaDtanamo, Pll-arto Rica and

Be,l"In1.,;da".Ma:f"1942
Outbou.nC!: Army, Navy, Ma.rines
Retul'.n: Army, Favy, l"farin~s

U.S. Civilians
Bri tis.h Nt1 vy
B:ri -t.i.sh -Me:rchant l'1arine

!'~orfo11::: to B~rnn.ldQ, June, 1942
cutbCH).lJ.'i: Army, l'~avy, ~arj_nes

Civilians
R12t\lTn : N~vy

"Bt' 'i. tish l\'avv
Civ il.lans ,v

C:asctblanc'd. to J\orfolk, l\',.)vember, 1942
U.S. Navy
Br- i tish Ex POiiJt s '

Norfol.k tc Pana.mti, Dec~.mb'?r, 1942
u.s. Army'
C i ';ilia.ns

Panarna to Bl~isbarie " Jan-..~a:ry, 1943
Nor to lk to Oran; !"1ay,' 1943
Orcin to Algiers, June, 1943'
M~pl~~ tc 8e1f~st) Ncv~nberl 1943
New 'lor'k td GIESgoW, FebI"J.c.I'Y, 194L~

San l3"r.~cisco 'to Guedalc<U1a.J.,
Fef:'Jt4 u'a1'Y, 194.5

Pede). HaTbcr to San ']r2.11c.isco; t1ay,·19~.5

S~ Fr~ncisco to P32rl H~r~oI', JULe; 1945
Pearl Harbor to S&n F~ancisc~, Ju.c, 1945
GEE Fl.'2rlcisco to PGal.'L Eal'1)o!', .July, l':J45
PG.>~rl Hc.rbot' to San F~'C:S1Ci'Scc, Au.gust, 1945
SAili. Fl'ancisco to Manila, j~1.lgUSt, 19L~5

~~a.."i1a to Saii Francisc,:], Se2:',tGll';:)~l:, 1945
Total

GRAI:ID TOTALS:
Ass~~l~ C~e?a~ions

:f'ollo't'l UO To A:; Sou:" t ,.c.reC'.s
Traini.ng· Ex~:r'ci'S€!:;
Straight T~anspo~t

Grand rfctal

* D€t.<l11ec1 f iguIrG:: dI'e not avai J.a tlp- from tlH~ refer'enc es • The
figurQ's §iven dl"e estimates Q!'<'\wn from the source t~ateria1,
esp~ci.a.llV action E"epc!,'ts and Q.ecl~ logs.

CA;£UAl.TIES
ww DU:l:'ingh~t' career ·as an amphibious assault traESp0l"t

J
the follo'w­

incg cC\sual"ties h.ave been sustained by rllembi~r~3 of the TIrCI--C'lQN cr€w:
Operation " Killed ~ourtded

Nartfi P.1'1' i. C do 2 4
SlcLly 1 12

,Siol~rno 0 7
Nornnndy 2 10
Sout~e~n France 0 2
Oldnawa 0 0

Total --5--- ~



APPENDIX FIVE (5) / REFERElijC£S

. In compiling this h:;"story of tlJe U.S.S. JOSEPH T. DICKMAN,
.APA-l~ mJ.rnerO:'1S sources of itlfor-mation have been \136C.. In the
first draft of this history each statement was footnoted giving
the source of information for suc~ statement. Ccnseq~ently,

t:le amount of detail gre;'J to S1..~ch' llropor-tions tl at tl:.6 his~oI'Y

beCaL'Il8 nothing bu'~ footrlOtes. For s implification e.nc~ ease of
rGading tlll footnotes have been deleted ~nQ the following list
of S002'ge material' snbstituted ... In writing a histOl'y of this
typ~ the greatest difficulty encountered is to keep the bulk of
the manuscript wi-th.i.n reaso!1able len~tl1s. Consequently many
fac..ts of interest, from t.ne readers point of view, Dle.y be lacking.
FQ~ such details or facts as may stir the reader~'curiosit~the
following sources ava.ilable and. u,sec1 in t.his worle, will fill in
any ga~s overlookea.

Torch- North Africa
Husky'- Sicil:r

Avaltinche- Salerno
l,lluslcr-a"t II- T!.~ai!1ing

Tiger- Training
I'\e ~tul~e - Norm,utcy
Anvil- Southern France
Iceberg- Okihawa

1. Action Reports cn~

ttons:
(a) OJ:.l€ration
(b)' Operation
(c; operation
(d; Opst"'ation
( \ 0 .. 'ej per-aLlon
(f) O~eration

(g;Operation.
(h; Opera-tion

cOi!1JU.cnts thereon for the folloVJin:::; 0)61'8.-

c

2.

...
~ .

h.

5.

6.

7.

8.

BuShips Characteristic Cards- complete files.

Certificate of Inspection for steam 2nd Motor '.Tessels,
Bureau o~ Mari~e Inspection and Navigation, Department of
CO1r.ftler ce, J al'l -:'lcU' Y 20, 1941.

Engineering Log and Quarterly Synopsis of the U.S.S. SOSEFH
T. DICKM.~N, Ai:'1A-13.

Latte!' fl'om Commanding OfriGel~ to BttrlarlU of Ships, (:iatcc1
30 July, 1941.

Letters fre~N~w York Port o~ Embarkation to Master- dated
25 :Febructry, 1<)4.J..

Modern S«!arnanship by Anst in M. Knigh:t, D. Van .Nos trand Co.,
July, 1943, PP 600-601.

personal letter from Colonel Alexander Greg to Commander
C. F. Edge, d~ted 25 A~ril, 1944.



To r-ealize tl.le,t S i11c6 b8illg cO.iY.lmissioi1ed C'.s a m:.'!al v~ssel'

t~e DICI{MAN has carried at least 73,030 individuals without a
~ingle casualty or loss to such personnel ~hile Gmbar~d is 8

r~corG or'which to be wall prou~.

loa6much as cargo figures are not &v~ilabl~ no attempt has
be~tt fl:l.2l.d.e: to de-tenEne the tor~_nag5 trancporti2-d"" ei tl1er as a
strai.ght transport or while cng2.g~d inas~,au.lt operc::tions. When
it. is -considered thtO't on a single aI:1~l1ibiol1s 0]?5r81tion., tanks,
dukw,s, tru.cks, j 66QS, trailers, bulldozGrs, artillery, cmmuni tion,
l(-i"c.:tions and. tons 01' IQiscellaneoLls gear are oft~!1 carried it is
r-eadily understondablg thaJc the cargo figures rJould reacl: very
lcutge j)Iot!(Yrtionc;.



L~PENDIX FIVE (5)

,
Rough ~eck Logs for the following dates:

15 October, 1941
3 Feb:r.uat::"y, 1942

30 March, 1942
1 July, 1942

22 September, 1942
~4 Decembe~, 1942

1 Ma.rch, 1943
24 A\?:r-il, 1943
24 June, 1943
e Sep'~emb~r; 1943

26 Sei't'ell3'be~, 1943
15" Oc-tober, 19143

Z Novemb~r, 1943
21 t--.bvernb~J:'; 1943
15. !>.,ec8rnber, 19l1-3
9 Janu.aJty, 1944
4 Ap1"il, 1944

2l Jun~, 1944
1 May, 1944 thr\l

Jtin~~ry, 1945 thru

2 Fe.bn~<?_ry", 1942
29 March, 1942
30 June, 1942
22 s~tember, 194·2
23 December; 1942
2:8 February, 19)~3

23 1"pri1, 1943
23 June, 1943
1 Seplternber; 1943

25 Septel'\'lber, 1943
14 October, '1943

1 NOVef'!lb€r, 1943
20 Ncvemb~~) 1943
14 December, 1943

$ Januar~r, 194.4
3 APr-il, 1944

2L June; 19~·4

31 July, 1944
December, 1944
Apri1., 194,

10. Sigha1. :Logs complete froE) 15 June, 194~ to 1 Octo her, 1945.

11. Smao~h Deck Logs:

10 June, 1941 th!'u 31. ~]ay, 1942·
1 January, 194~ thru Sept~mb~r, 1945

12. Voyage Rl?port 11.- May to 27 May, 19k2. L~ttGr :(rom COllJlDlanding
Officer to COMSERVUN'r of 3 June, 1942.

13. voyage. 1\e\?on 5 Ju.ne, to 12 June, '1942.. Letter from COl'l1mandil':}g
Off1.cer to CONSERvLAtrr of 15 June, 1942.

lIt. War Diaries:

1942- March thru Deeemb€Jr
1943- January t hru ~arch
1944- Januar-y thru Dec~mool"

1945- January thru September.
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