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PREAMBLE: SOURCE was interned in a conviet camp at KHAMMERYU
61 30E) e settlement approximately 190 km Northwest

of VORKUTA (67 30N/64 COE). During this time he was engaged as

a4 common luborer in odd Jjobs within the area of subject settle-

ment. The information submitted by SOURCE is based on his own

obhservations.

I. GENERAL STATENMENT OF IMPORTANCE:

KHAMMERYU (68 425/61 30E) a settlement of approximstely 3.000 in-
habitants, was situated at the mouth of the KOROTATKHA River.

! The distance between the settlement and the coast of the BARENTS
SEA was approximately thirty (30) km. It had industrial importance
because of ita coal mines which gave a very fat ccal for the
chemical indusiry.

II. LIST OF INSTALLATIONS AND POINTS OF INTEREST:

Located Sites: Reference is made to Inclosure 1, this Report,
SOURCE'S memory location and layout sketch of subject settlement
with an overley to World Aeronautical Chart Pay-Khoy Range (49)
which locates subject settlement. SOURCE gave information on the
following aitesy

FPoint 1, CONVICT CAMP: It comprised approximately t enty (20)
wooden barracks, approximately fifty (50) by twenty (20) by four (4)
meters each. Approximately 1,000 conviets (male) were retained

in this camp. SOURCE stated that only four (4) Germans were in

this camp. The other convicts were of all nationalities.

Point 2. CONVICT CAMP: This camp was only used during the winter.
Approximately 800 PWs (female) were retained in this camp when
SOURCE left subject settlement in December 1953,

Point J. OLD CONVICT CAMP: This camp was not operational when ob-
served by SOURCE from May to December 1953. He lesrned from fellow
convicta that this camp was deactivated in 1952. The future purpose
was unknown by SCURCE.
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f-Pﬁinﬁ 4. WAREHOUSE UNDER CONSTRUCTION: It was located at the rail

head of the VORKUTA to KHAMMERYU RR Line./ This brick structure was
approximately thirty (30) by fifteen (15) meters. The exterior walls
were epproximetely fifty (50) cm thick. The height of the brickwork
was approximately three (3) meters when last observed by SOURCE in
December 1953. The scheduled height was unknown by SOURCE. He stated
that the purpose of this building was to store supply and repsir
material for the RR line.

Point 5. RR STATION: The station building was deseribed as a wooden
barrack, approximately twenty-five (25) by fifteen (15) by four (4)
meters. The slightly gabled roof was covered with wooden shingles.
The VORKUTA to KHAMMERYU RR line branched off into four (4) or five
(5) sidings within the station area.

Point 6. REPAIR SHOP: It was described as a single story wooden shed,
approximately thirty (30) by fifty (50) by four (4) meters. The flat
roof was covered with tar paper. This building was completed in

early 1952. It was called "TRACTOR-KOMBINAT" among the convicts.
SOURCE stated that motor vehicles were repaired within this shed.

No further information was available.

Point 7. RR LINE: This single track Russian gauge RR line connected
the settlement of KHAMMERYU with the town of VORKUTA. The rsils were
nailed on [the wooden ties which were spaced approximately seventy (70)
em apart. The ties were located immediately on the ground. No
ballast or dams were observed by SOURCE. He stated that this BR line
was used only by two (2) trains per week. These trains were loaded
with timber, stones and steel girders. Subject line was affected by snow
during the whole winter from November to March, An RR siding led from
the station (Refer to Point 5, this Report) in an East directiom. Tt
was approximately five (5) km long. This siding wes still under con-
struction when last observed by SOURCE in December 1953.

~ Point 8, COMBINED RR AND ROAD BRIDGE UNDER CONSTRUCTION: This bridge
crossed the KOROTAIKHA River approximately thirty-five ijﬁ} km South of
the coast of the BARENTS SEA. The KOROTAIKHA was approximately one
hundred (100) meters wide at this partiocular point. Forty (40) to
fifty (50) wooden supports, approximately 3.5 meters above the mean
water level were sunk in the river bed across the whole river.! The
disteance between the individual supports was approximately two (2)
meters, The surface of the bridge (not further identified) was com=
pleted at the Eastern bridge head up to thirty (30) meters, when last
observed by SOURCE in December 1953. Subject bridge was to be used by
& single track Russian gauge RR line (Refer to Point 7, this Report);
it carried a road and pedestrian walks. The scheduled date of com-
pletion was unknown by SORCE. No further information was available,

'Point 9. COAL MINE NO. 1: This coal mine was not yet exploited in 1953.
The shaft was still under construction when last observed by SOURCE in
Dgcember 1953.]

Point 10, PROJECTED COAL MINE NO. 2: The shaft of this cosl mine was
still under construction in December 1953.
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ETPﬂint 11, PROJECTED COAL MINE KO. 33 The shaft of this cosl mine was

elso under construction in December 1953,

Peint 12, LABORER SETTLEMENT: This settlement comprised approximately

| SOURCE stated that the electric power was carried by & power line (Fot

ten (10) wooden barracks, approximately fifty (50) by twelve (12)

by four (4) meters. The slightly gabled wooden truss roofs were
covered with tar paper. Approximately one hundred (100) "free"
laborers were housed withimn these barracks. An undetermined number of
Rusaian soldiers,were billeted here. A kitchen, mess hall, bakery and
g club were also loceted within these barracks.

FPHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS:

SOURCE stated that this area was a slightly undulating territory which
was crossed by the KOROTAIKHA River. The individual hills were
approximetely thirty (30) meters high ebove the sea level. The swampy
ground was covered with grass and moss, In a Western direction the apurar
of the URAL mountains were located. SOURCE stated that the mountains
were approximately 500 meters high., The distance between the KOROTATKHA
River and these mountains was approximately twenty (20) km. Summer

in this area lasted from June to September with temperaturea up to

ten (10) degrees above Zero centigrades. Winter lasted from October

to May with temperatures up to forty (40) degrees below Zero centigrades.
Blizzards were observed by SOURCE mainly in spring and in fall. Wind
was generally blowing from West. Everlasing night was observed from
garly December to early January,

INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOKIC CHARACTERISTICS:

SOURCE stated that no water or gas supply lines were available within
the settlement of KHAMMERYU. Electric light was in all barracks.

further identified) from VORKUTA into the ares of KHAMMERYU. The con-
struction of a power plent within the area of KHAMMERYU wes not

planned in 1953. The ccal in this asrea was discovered by Professor
STADNTKOFF a few yesars ago. | SOURCE stated that this coal was very fat
and exceptionally fit for the chemical industry. SOURCE learned from
fellow convicis that approximately forty (40) shafte were to be con-
structed in the near future. He further stated that a chemical factory
in Leningrad (59 55N/30 15E) was completed by this time for manufacturing
this coal.

POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS:

SOUTICE stated that all laborers in this area were so called "free"
laborers and convicts., These "free" laborers were formerly convicts,
inhabitants of the Baltic provincea and the satellite stated and a
amall number of volunteers. Professor STADNIKOFF was also interned
there becsuse he was in the United States for a few months before World
War IT. '

J
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SOURCE stated that the Soviet Regime had not enough #free laborers" for
the completion of the prejected installations in this area. They were
unsble to hire volunteers at this time. It was impossible to leave the
avea of KHAMMERYU. All laborers (except the convicts) had special

passes with attached photos. They could not leave the area of KHAMMFRYU
for more than one (1) km. Work was very hard and was described as slave-
labor. The food situation was very bad. SOURCE stated that food be-
came very rare during the winter because the traffic on the RR line was
often blocked by snow drifts. The convicte wished they had weapons to be
able to free themselves.

VYI. SECURITY SYSTEMS AND MEASURES:

SOURCE stated that the security measures were not too strict because the
swempy open terrain made it impossible to leave this territory. A small
gerrson (number of soldiers unknown by SOURCE) was stationed within the
laborer settlement (Refer to Point 12, Inclosure 1, this Report). The
convict camps were guarded by MVD goldiers armed with rifles or sub-
machine guns. Redar installations, anti-sireraft guns or search lights

were not observed by SOURCE.

JOHK B. ADAMS
s/A 0SI

1 Indosure: SOURCE'S Memory Location Sketch - KHAMMERYU
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