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ACTION: -Vientiane IMMEDIATE

Bangkok "
|
|
INFO: Hong Kong IMMEDIATE
Geneva \L
Beijing '
DIA “

JCRC Barbers Pt Haiwaii

TAGS: MOPS, LA, US

SUBJ: MIA Information at Lao Military Museum Beijing Please Pass
Leo Moser

REF: A. Vientiane 0328, B. Bangkok 19693

1. -entire text) ;
2. Report Ref A that Lao Military Museum contains an "MIA display" ‘
and that'tne display:include MIA information that the Lao Government,
has not seen fit to turn over to us, despite repeated Lao assurances.
that MIA informaton was being made available to use as it appeared,

disturbs us.

3. Indication ref B;.that information in the display may represent

e

the first acknowledgement'that the Lao have recovered evidence on two

US MIA personnel reinforces our concern.
4. Charge Boardman should immediately seek an appointment with the

PLE T

most senior Lao MFA official available to raise this matter, drawing

upon following points.

5. We have received;report that the Lao Military Museum in Vientiane
contains an'MIA display; which includes information regarding U.S. -
MIA personnel not previously provided to the U.S. Government.

6. This information is most disturbing to us. Such a display of the

artifacts of American personnel missing in action in Laos is offensive.

b | 2.

7. Moreover, this display does not reflect earlier Lao assurances
in the continuing U.S.-Lao dialogue on MIA matters. | 3

8. For.over four Years, senior Administration and Congressional !
efficials have engaged Lao officials in direct discussion on MIA
matters, stressing the'importance that the U.S. Government and tne
American people attach to obtaining as full.an aéceunting as possible
of information related to U.S. personnel missing in action in Laos.
9. Ambassader Woodcock led a Prejidential CommissSion to Laos in

March 1977 with the specific objective of opening the Way to progress

on the MIA question. Since that time Ambassador Mansfield, in his

‘capacity as leaders of the U.S. Senate, and Congressman Montogomery:

(and a delegation of other representatives) of the U.S. House travelled
to Laos to convey to senier Lao officials the deep concern of the
American people regarding MIAs. Congressman Lester Wolff'sg subcommrrtee
on Asian and Pacific Affalrs has been particularly active in seekipg
information on U.S. MIA personnel, and has been in regular contact
with the Lao Embassy in Washington in this regard.

10. Ass%}ant Secretary Richard Holbrooke travelled to Vientiane in .
October 1978 and met with Lao President Souphanouvong and other senior
Lao officials to restate the importance which we attach to obtalnlng
full Lao cooperatlon relating to the provision of information of U.S.
personnel missing in action. Secretary Holbrooke also met with .
Acting Forelgn Minister Khamphay Boupha in that same month in New York
in a session devoted entirely to MIA matters. Deputy Assistant
Secretary's Oakely and Negroponte have visited Laos‘carrying this same

message. Moreover, this Embassy has sought to carry out a regqular

dialogue with the Lao Government on this matter.
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11. In all of these meetings,fthe Lao Government has provided assurancec

that it was -acting in good faith in providing to the U.S. all i%fprmation
in its posseégion as sson as.it becamé avéilable. We have accepted
these assurances.

12. Faiiufe of the Lao Government to proVide information on U.S.
personnel missing in action which is in its éoésegsion and failure

'to permit U.S. Embassy inspection of this information despite U;S.

requests; does not reflect earlier assurances of Lao Government to be

4

cooperative on this.
13. The U.S. Government cbntinues in its sincere desire_to make progress
in resolving the differences between us -on a broad range of issues as
presented by both sides.

14. .Wé urgently request that the Government of Laos provide all

information now available to its regarding U.S. personnel missing in

action in Laos, spec1f1cally including that 1nformatlon now ,on dlSEl@
we rL fwesT Thal faul MATHER vWW‘i
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15. Charges should - also[Eytnt—out—that~dtsp%ay~ﬁndeﬁllnes,lmportance
,of«standmng~U~s~~request,thatMU* S...personnel-at- Embasswaangkok charged
thh“foi1ow1ng*MIAwmattere~be*perm&tted~tOWV1s1t~Laosmtomhold~discus§ions
Wﬁfﬁ“ﬁﬁprﬁpriate~La0~off&cia&svm"Youmshouid“aiéé]remind Lao of standing

| invitation to Lao to send;Lao officials to the U.S. JCRC/CIL
facility'at Barbers ?oint to inspect operatins there.

16. We will be followiné up with urgent discussions here at the Lao
Embassy.

17. Inasmuch as CBS intends to broadcast this information, there

would seem to be little reason to refrain from approaching the Lao

immediately on this important matter. If Embassy believes that .

. I
abovke demarche would in some way jeapordize CBS (we note "protect"

| - ,
caption para 3 ref A) you should immediately call this problem to
our attention. (BS Mawmm Tre VIS To The {AD
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STATE/DOD TALKER

| VISIT WITH LACTIAN AMBASSAJOR TO U.N.

.S, P/HIA TNFORMATIOH OBTAINED FROM LAO MILITARY MUSEUH.
VIENTIANE MILITARY MUSEUM NOT OPEH TO GEHERAL PUBLIC OR WESTERN
DIPLOHATS. o _

AMERICAN FREELANCE JOURMALIST OBTAINED PERMISSION TO VISIT

“ MUSEUM DURING THE PERIOD 28 FEBRUARY - 13 MARCH..

JOURNALIST INFORMED U.S. OFFICIALS HE SAiW I.D. CARDS, RATION T

CARDS, A BLOOD CHIT AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF U.S. MILITARY PERSOMNNEL.
SUBSEQUEHT TO THE JOURNALISTS MUSEUM VISIT, THE U.S. CHARGE D'

AFFAIRS IN VIENTIAHE REQUESTED PERMISSIOH TO VISIT THE MUSEUM AHD HAS _
DEHIED. REQUEST YOU OBTAIN PERMISSIO: FROM YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR HIS
VISIT. - |

WE ASSUME THE MUSEUM DISPLAYS CONTATH TNFORMATION SIMILAR TO THAT

SHOUN IH LAO PHOTO'S WHICH WE OBTAINED FROM A LAQ NEWS FILM AID ARE -
PROVIDING FOR YOUR REVIEW AND RETEMTIC!I.

SIX NAMES OF MISSING AMERICANS WERE ALSO OBTAINED BY THE JOURNALIST. =
THO OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS ARE AMONG THZ CASE FOLDER PROVIDED (MAJ
HRDLICKA AND  nAME ).

WE HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS OF HRDLICKA AND NAwm¢ IN CAPTIVITY. ADDITIONAL

I'IFORMATION HAS BEEM OBTAINED FROM THE MUSEUM WHICH IS EASILY -

ACCESSABLE BY THE LAQ GOVERNMEHT.
THERE'S NC DOUBT THESE MEl WERE It CUSTODY OF THZ LAO YET THERE RAS
Bkl N0 ACCOUNTIHG BY THE LAO GOVERM\ZNT,

APPROXIHATELY 550 AMERICANS ARE MISSITG It LAO. OdLY GINE AMERICANS

PRISOAER CEPTURED I LAOS WERE RELEAZZ. THESE PRISCHERS VWERE HELD L

VIETNAH AND RELEASED IN HAWOL.

N >

° IN 1973 THE PATHET LAQ REPRESENTATIVE It VIENTIANE COHVEYED T0 bS A

HESSAGE FROM SAH NEUA I REPLY TO 048 REGUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE
US PUS CAPTURED IN LAOS. THE MESSAGE STATED "THE PWS WILL BE RELEASED
BY THE LPF IN LAOS AND NOT BY THE WORTH VIETHAMESE IN HAMOL.

> THE RELEASE OF 9 FROM HANOI CAM HARDLY BE COHSIDERED AN ACCOUNTING
Y THE LAO GOVERNMENT. | |

* REQUEST YOU QUERY YOUR GOVERWNENT AS TO THE HUNBER AUD I0EHTITY OF
MMERICALS THAT WERE KELD AND HOW WANY ARE STILL' HELD. REQUEST THIS -
INFORMATION BE PROVIDED AS SOOH AS POSSIBLE. -
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EFFORTS TO RECOVER REMAINS |

[o]

O 24 AUGUST, 1978 LAO AUTHORITIES RELEASED TO U.S. CONGRESSHA! B
MONTGOHERY REMAINS OF THO INDIVIBUALS WHICH WERE IDENTIFIED AS

BEING AMERICAMS. |

SIHCE THAT TIME, HAVE YOUR PROVIHCIAL CIVILIAN AHD MILITARY OFFICIALS

CONDUCTED EXPLORATIOHS FOR CRASH SITES AND ASSOCIATED REMAINS.
WHAT HAVE BEEN THE RESULTS OF THESE EFFORTS TO DATE.

IT HAS BEEN REPORTED TO THE U.S. CHARGE D' AFFAIRS THAT AMERICAN .;_

CRASH SITES REMAIN UNDISTURBED Ii VARIOUS AREAS OF LAOS.

LAO REFUGEE WHO HAVE CROSSED YOUR BORDERS HAVE PROVIDED REMAINS

AID ALRCRAFT PARTS FROM CRASH SITE 14 LAOS WHICH PERTAIH TO

MISSING AMERICANS. CERTAINLY, IF THESE REFUGEES CAM PROVIDE THIS
INFORMATION THE THE LAO GOVERNME!T CAN DO EQUALLY AS WELL OR BETTER. -
WE COULD PROVIDE AH EXCHANGE OF MATERIAL WHICH HOULD HELP LOCATE ‘
THESE SITES AND ASSIST YOUR SEARCH AHD RECOVER OPERATIONS.

THE RETURH OF ONLY THWO AMERICAH REMAINS CAN NOT BE JUDGED AS THE
TRUE EFFORT OF THE LAO GOVERNMENT TO ACCOUNT FOR OUR MISSIHG.

HE ASK THAT YOU GET YOUR COUNTRY'S APPROVAL FOR SUCH AN EXCHANGE =" ~
OF MATERIAL FOR THIS-HUMANTARIA! EFFORT AT THIS TIME.
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SECTION @ OF @2 VIENTIANE 0437
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(MOSER, LEG J) ORw=M
TAGS: MOPS, LA, US
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION OF MIA ISSUE WITH LAO OFFICIALS

REF: A) VIENTIANE P425, B) STATE 152643, C) VIENTIANE 0326
D) STATE 125641, E) STATE 152643

1 -ENTIRE TEXT)

2, BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING JUNE 19 DISCUSSINN WITH LAOD MFA
OFFICIALS, THE MIA ISSUE WAS COVERED, ALONG LINES OF REF D,
EMBASSY DID NOT, HOWEVER, RECIEVE ANY OFFICIAL LA&C RESPONSE
TO THE U.S, REQUEST THAT THE LPDR PROVIDE IT ALL OF THE
MIAnRELATED MATERIALS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN ON EXHIRIT IN THF
VIEMTIANE MILITARY MIUSEUM, EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP
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PAGE 2 95146'
UP FRESSURE ON THIS ISSUE. END SUMMARY,

3, ON JUNE 1@ CHARGE, ACCOMPANYING DESAIX ANDERSON (NEWLY=
DESIGNATED DIRECTOR OF EA/VLK). AND EMBOFF BRUNO, CALLED

ON SOMBAT CHOULAMANY, DIRECTOR OF MFA'S DEPARTMENT NUMBER
TWO (DEVELOPED CAPITALIST COUNTRIES), AND LATER THE SAME
DAY CALLED ON THE NEWLY=DESIGNATED GENERAL SECRETARY OF

THE MFA, SOULIVONG PHASITHIDETH, OURING THE MEETING WITH
SOMBAT, THE ISSUE OF THE MIA DISPLAY AT THE MILITARY

MUSEUM WAS RAISED AND THE ENTIRE SUBJECT OF MIA'S DISCUSSED
AT LENGTH,

4, SOMBAT RECITED THE USUAL LITANY OF THE DIFFICULTIES

THE LFDR HAD IN MOTIVATING THE LAO PEQPLE TO SEARCH FOR
REMAINS AND THE PHYSICAL DIFFICULTY OF LOCATING SUCH RE=
MAINS IN THE RUGGED, JUNGLE=COVERED COUNTRYSIDE, CHARGE
PRESSED SOMBAT REGARDING THE MUSEUM DISPLAY AND STRESSED
THE SIGNIFICANCE THE USG ATTACHES TO PROMPT ACCESS TO ANY
SUCH INFORMATION, SOMRAT SEEMED ILL AT EASE ON THE SUBJECT,
LAMELY EXPLAINED THAT THE ID- CARDS IN THE MUSEUM "KAD NO
INFORMATION WKICH THE EMBASSY DID NOT ALREADY HAVE; JUST
NAMES THAT'S ALL," CHARGE STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF USG
RETRIEVING THESE ITEMS AND ANY INFORMATION THROUGH OFFICIAL
GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT CHANNELS, HE ALSO MENTIQNED THAT
AIRPLANE SERIAL NUMBERS AND OTHER DATA WOULD BE OF

VALUE TO USG EFFORTS TO ACCOUNT FOR ITS MISSING PERSONNEL;
SUCH DATA MIGHT BE EASIER TO RECOVER THAN REMAINS THEM=
SELVES,

9, OM SUBJECT OF AIRPLANE SERIAL NUMBERS, SOMBAT RESPONDED '
THAT IF THE USG WISHED ACCESS TO ANY SPECIFIC CRASH SITE
AREA, IT SHOULD FURMULATE A FORMAL REQUEST FOR SUCH ACCESS
WHICH THE MFA WOULD RE QUITE WILLING TO CONSIDER, SOMBAT
GAVE NO INDICATION ABOUT THE LIKELINOOD OF PERMISSION

BEING GRANTED FOR ACCESS, BUT THIS IS THE FIRST TIME TO THE
ENBASSY'S KNOWLEDGE THAT AN LPDR OFFICIAL HAS RAISED

THE POSSIBILITY nF DIRECT ACCESS TO CRASH SITES WITH US,
THIS COMMENT wAS THE ONLY SIGNIFICANTLY NEW ASPECT OF WHAT
SOMBAT HAD TO SAY, THE STRONG IMPRESSION SOMBAT LEFT

WAS THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY hAD BEEN GREATLY EMBARRASSED
BY THE DISCOVERY OF THE ITEMS AT THE MUSEUM AND KAD NOT

YET 8EEM ABLE TO GET THE ITHE NECESSARY CLEARANCES WITHIN THE
LPOR GOVERNMENY TO TURN THE MATERIALS OVER TO THE USG,

PagE @ peaninlo
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6, DURING THE MEETING WITH MFA GENERAL SECRETARY SOULIVONG,

"Go0D. FAITH"
THE LATTER ATTEMPTED TO PUT ON THE RECORD THE 0. FAITH"
THAT THE LPDR HAS SHOWN IN THE MIA/POW AREA} THE LPDR HAD

2 NS OF
RETURNED "ALL PRISONERS OF WAR AND ALL KNOWN REMAIL
OEAD AMERICAN SOLDIERS," SOULIVONG AGAIN "ASSURED" THE

BY
HO437

ANNOTES ,

TERMSVC CLEAR FILE AND SERVICE FOR MISSING SECTION TWO
CLH
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souECT;PW/MIA Daily Report . — T . (6 0(;7 |
| ; .ING INDICATOR
' NEA| cu | INR |/ .~ |
o0R L~ o Department of State '
' el - ur, Manila
; i ivities: Info Bangkok, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Manild, |
The following has transpired today on PW/MIA activities 1 singapoée, Cincpacj Department of Defense, JORC- Barbers Pt
- Human Remains from Laos A AF.0. 12065: GDS 02/26/87 (Lydon, Peter J.) OR-M
%
“ ~ TAGS : PEPR, PDIP, PBOR, IA, US
° As previously reported to you on 23 September, a _ p/?f 6/0‘/ , ' ' r
Name visited the JCRC in Bangkok and stated that Lao resistance “iGR | com| FR® | FROM Amembassy Vientiane DATE: Feb. 26, 1981
elements had recovered the complete remains of a USAF pilot in '
Laos. '. x v [Crs | TAR | gugyECT : Charge Moser's Feb. 21 Call on MFA Secretary-Generaloee
/ . , , ‘e - Soulivong ,
° The remains are allegedly being kept somewhere in the vicinity of TR | B | AR | pep (a) St 038189; (B) Vientiane 0201
Nakhon Phanon, Thailand and the resistance elements are pressing BEW ' .
for money in exchange. Nosavan said he became angry when they KR | CIA | NAVY N 1
would not provide the remains to the JCRC, and presumably to r ,
prompt his and the JCRC's interest, they gave him a small piece of G35 [USiA | NSA Attached is a memorandum of conjversation covering the
jaw bone as proof. Nosavan stated he would return to Nakhon February 21 call by the United States Charge d'Affaires
Phanon to press for the rest of the remains and report back on Soulivong Phasitthideth, Secretary-General of the '
to JCRC. No further word has been heard from nAwmc Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Lao People's Democratic
N : . . B Republic. The call was made on departmental instructions,
° The piece of jaw bone, some data copied from the crash site, and and was initiated as a follow-up to the Wwashington
photos of the remains, all alleged to have been obtained by the conversation between the Country Director for Vietnam,
resistance elements were sent to the JCRC Headquarters. Laos and Kampuchea and the Lao Charge, reported in Ref A.
. . A summary of the Vientiane conversation was cabled in
° JCRC reports that the remains have been identified by the Casualty Ref B.
Identification Laboratory as one fragment of human mandible
containing two molars. The human remains are positively identified 8
as Caucasian. No further identification/correlation is available =
at this time. Investigation is continuing. LYDON '/7])/ g
- SRV Deny Press Account of Pledge to Search for MIAs . e UL
° The Vietnamese Embassy in Bangkok has denied western press reports B Y.
which state the SRV promised that efforts would continue in 520 -
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, to search for remains of missing Encl. m
Americans. MemCon of 02/21/81 v ® -
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Enclosure to Vientiane A-07
Page 1 of 3

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
]

Participants: Soulivong Phasitthideth, Secretary-General, MFA
Leo J. Moser, U.S. Charge d'Affaires, Vientiane ..
Peter Lydon, Political Section, U,S. Embassy, Vientiane.
Phounsavath Keola, MFA Notetaker -

Place & Date: Ministry of Foreign Affairs
February 21, 1981 - 1100 Hours

Thehmeeting opened with pleasantries, and mention by the Charée of the recent
;xg ange og formal grge?ing cables between President Souphanouvong and President
; zin, an betyeen Mln}sFer Phoun Sipaseuth and Secretary Héig, on the occasion
gecreianeYGAmerliag Administration's taking office. The Charge then informed
ry-General Soulivong that he was leavi : i
o aeniaton. ing on February 23 for consultations

ggntloning the Washington conversation of the previous week between EA/VLK
mziictorfhngerson énd Lao Ambassador Khamtan, the Charge made the poipt that the
e ez of the American @ostages in Iran had been a question of the greatest
nogzroznziefiz tz? Ameilzin public and government. The United States had taken
action o e LPDR through its media, both at th inni
: che beginning of the
sngidi' wtgn Fhe L?DR offe;ed no support for the hostages nor for the pginciples
of plomatic immunity and international law that were involved, and at the end
d.en g¥oundless and harmful reports about U.S. intentions to use force were '
1s§em1nated by LPDR organs. Soulivong offered no responding comment thi
subject. o
/
zggtgharge reviewed a set of issues between the two governments on which we were
dillézgt'or responses from t@e Ministry, in each case mentioning the relevant
miﬁ't ic note. On the subject of MIA's these included crash site access
ReséleY muzeui access, and an invitation for the Lao to visit the Joint C;sualty
ion Center in Honolulu. Soulivong repli
it . plied that the request for
the military museum and to crash si : o themits
sites had been passed to the military iti
and no answer had been received fr i e e e
om them. (This answer has b i j
by the MFA on museum access, but it i i Cton o far fxom
, but it is the first and onl ti
the Ministry on the more im i
: portant request for crash site a i
in a demarche here of September 3, 1980.) i e ioation et 2
' , .) Soulivong gave no indication that
a
gizﬁgigﬁehrespggsih:as expected from the Lao military on either of these questions
e sai t the MFA would continue its effort i ,
be eaia. was forestod, mo . : efforts to obtain answers. Laos
, mountainous, and thinly populated, whi ’
for MIA's difficult. The Char i i : O o e fhe Searh
. ge said the American offer of techni
and equipment support to search f i B e
: or human remains at crash sit Lf]
made in order to make it i S urar ool
possible for Laos to overcome such
The Charge reiterated that we e e
would be eager to open a dialogue wi
) : ith )
how crash sites might be reached and searches carried out. ” Fhe LD on

(Lydon, Peter)

A s
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Soulivong said that it would be impossible to accept the Honolulu invitation' since
Laos had no technically qualified people. The Charge replied that technical
qualifications were not necessary; it would be useful to have the LPDR's people
who in fact dealt with MIA matters, for example, officials in the MFA or the
Ministry of Defense, or the Lao Charge in Washington, make such a visit to
Honolulu. We desired by the invitation to get more information about casualty
resolution into IPDR hands, so that Lao officials working on the subject would

be aware of our technical and other capabilities in this field.

t to inspect the U.S. Government property in
und" which had been seized by the LPDR
Emphasizing the substantial amount of

The Charge also raised our reques
Vientiane known as "Silver City/GSO Compo

(Diplomatic note of December 30, 1980).
time which had passed in illegal status for this property, the Charge hoped

that this long-standing question between the two governments could be resolved
fairly sdon. Soulivong made no substantive response on this subject.

Soulivong, after thanking the Charge for coming to see him before his visit to

Washington, said that Laos' foreign policy was and continued to be based on peace,
independence, non-alignment, noninterference, etc. 1Laos, he said, was a poor
country anu "four-fifths of its territory had been destroyed by the war.”
Peasants in Xieng Khouang Province were unable to till the land because of
unremoved ordnance. Laos had faced many difficulties in its first five years

and continued to do so. Laos hoped that the U.S. and the incoming administra-

" tion would consider and recognize a responsibiliby o suppqrt Laos in its efforts
to overcome its problems, as for example, Sweden, West Germany, Holland, Japan
and Australia were doing. Soulivong described Laos as still under an economic
blockade by the United States (a point which the Charge rebutted) but he
observed that what he understood to be a recently more favorable U.S. position

on World Bank loans for Laos was a "good sign."

Soulivong then went on to say that Laos was confronted not only with material
problems but with difficulties from "sabotage and subversion" that came from
"reactionaries and imperialists" (code words respectively for the Chinese and
the Americans). There were currently the border attacks and border closure
problem with Thailand. Laos was sure, Soulivong said, that the U.S. would use
its great prestige to help solve that problem. The Charge replied that we hoped
that the present border closure can pbe ended soon, noting that Soulivong might or
might not be aware of the degree to which the United States by many small actions
had helped along the process that ultimately led the border to be reopened in
August of 1980. We had told both sides, the Charge said, that in our view a
long border closure was not in the interest of either Thailand or Laos.
Soulivong replied with alacrity on this point that the Lao were very much aware
of American efforts to be helpful at that time, and he said, "We thank you very
- much,for that." Charge Khamtan had reported from Washington, Soulivong observed,
that the 1980 border closure had been discussed with the State Department, and
Soulivong sald with approval that Khamtan had informed the Ministry that the

United States had shown a "positive attitude."”
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difficulties
t border closure and :
- ed that the presen d by Thailand
Soulivong said ﬁaiz Egi last long (in fact the border WZS ngze0peg or
. ; r -
with Thallénd ZZU) but he stressed that whether the bOZig that the Unifed
the follow1n<iPDRonuld endure and make proqress}.1 .?e 3 0d that the weagéns‘nsed
closed, the : nd materiel to Thailand, ) hoved
lier of arms a : ere American. He hop
States was & supp . ainst Lao territory w ce
d were raids ag iland could be ended, sinc
in what he allege ited States to Thailan . uite
ly by the Un t: This was said not g
that such arms supp t to Laos. (Comment: 5 was p
. . a threa L the flow o
otherwise ltbazozqzzdnzz with any heavy stress or repetition in
in passing, bu

the conversation.)

' f
: i was glad to know o .
: ial in tone. Soulivong had this
1 was quite cordia . lad to have ha
The end Of.th?m;iient visit to Washington, he said he was g
the Charge's i

g . p . .
] d 1 d n II ]{ j

-Lao relations'cou%d be )
Charge to convey his pergona}
whom Soulivong had met both 1in

Vientiane and in Washington.

ick-minded interlocutor.
livong is an adequately informed and quick 2;2?3e. While he in

Comment: =ou ;ot effusive, but it is not hOStllE or imgOSitions of the LPDR,

His manner 1S : deviated from the forma ) rk

1 views or dev e ialists," and his rema
no way gave persona ubversionu to the mper ’
. . "sabotage and s i s, were probably

his linkage of eapons in Thailand being a threat to Lio racord being written

about Amef;C?ntW “Ee conversation for the benefit of t il |

. jected into t© i the call.

lntiije;inistry notetaker who was present during

by the

POL:PLydon:mr

The Vietnamese news release stateg

not in accordance With the truth.
Vietnamese Office for

to continue the search

that these westarn reports are

Mr. Vu Hoang, Head of the
Seeking Missing Personnel, did not promise

for missing personnel in Laos and Kampuchea.

Upon return from Hanoi, the Jcre representatives reported that Vu
Hoang specifically réquested that they PAss a message to the
concerned family members that, in accordance With their traditional
humanitarian policy, the SRV would continue to pursue the efforts
of searching for missing Americans. No mention was made as to
search efforts by specific country, as reported by the western

NEWs agencies in Bangkok, e

« —




NOTES FROM MI‘,IETIN:G WITH SHEPARD SHERBELL - JULY 7, 1981

In March of 1980 Sherbell was permitted to visit the -Lao Revolutionary Army Muscum
in Vientianne, Laos., During his visit to the museum he secreted a small tape
recorder in his pocket. Later, when viewing the American ID cards and military
equipment he was able to speak into the recorder the names and numbers he saw,

DIA - In May Sherbell met with DIA personnel to tell them he would make the
information available to them. (This was 198], over a year since his visit to the
museuwn. Prior to that he had attempted to sell his story and photographs to the
TIMES, TEE WASHINGTON POST, CBS, etc. None of the media was interested

in the story.) Sherbell asked DIA for two conditions for the release of the information.

The first was that DIA not give any of the information to the press. The second was
that DIA share the information they had or would obtain via fbllow-Up, with him
for possible use in a story. DIA personnel said they would have to get a ruling -
from the legal counsel. They never got back to Sherbell. VYesterday he got word
via a C3S person that DIA said the information was all old and Sherbell didn't have
any thing they didn't already have. (Comment: Interesting in view of the fact that
Sherbell had not given DIA any of the info he had and the USG has been trying for
years to get someone inside the museum.)

LEAGUE - Sherbell has agreed to turn over his information to the League with the
stipulation that we will not give it to the press and that we give him what we have on
the men. Ann will then give the info to DIA, with Sherbell's agreement, but it should
not be given to the press. |

Following is the information on the tape:
. Photo of 4 - 5 AF officers in shorts at the airport, Otviously not men in captivity.

- Card saving that the holder is an American who is in need of food and shelter znd
help in getting back to the Americans ' e

. Blood chit & T

- Army ration card bearing the name N M - AF. It has the numters
123571 and FR53843 and the date on a document saying 1966,

-

. ID cara of Major Robert Francis Ronca with the number 414578 or instead of S an 2.

Card issuec by Federal Communications Commission “ea ring the neme of David
Louis Zrdlicka. The card was issued in Kansas City 2n¢ has the aumber 171.2]9.

ID card of Joseph S. Pirruccello - Captain with the number “R70228 or instec< of & == 3

« Army pants with the number 513232685

Crashec jet plane with the number O 1774€, It has got a panther or scine type o
strancge face on the tail section atcve the number. See pncto. /

.
/

§ 10.
§ 11,
| 12.

‘BER

)

!

NOTES FROM SHEPARD SHERBELL Jjuly 7, 1981

Saw parts of heilo' with the number 15094 on it.
I

Saw U.S. Army jeep with the license 170114

105 howitizer with §7109050CRG

155 howitizer with #5390
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STATE/DOD TALKER

VISIT WITH LAOTIAN AMBASSADOR TO U.N.
n

U.S. PW/MIA INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM LAO MILITARY MUSEUM.

[¢]

VIENTIANE MILITARY MUSEUM NOT OPEN TO GEWERAL PUBLIC OR WESTERN
DIPLOMATS. ‘

AMERICAN FREELANCE JOURMALIST OBTAINED PERMISSION TO VISIT

MUSEUM DURING THE PERIOD 28 FEBRUARY - 13 MARCH.

JOURNALIST INFORMED U.S. OFFICIALS HE SAW I.D. CARDS, RATIOM

CARDS, A BLOOD CHIT AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF U.S. MILITARY PERSOHNEL.
SUBSEQUENT TO THE JOURNALISTS MUSEUM VISIT, THE U.S. CHARGE D'
AFFAIRS IN VIENTIANE REQUESTED PERMISSION TO VISIT THE MUSEUM AND WAS
DEHIED. REQUEST YOU OBTAIN PERMISSION FROM YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR HIS
VISIT.

WE ASSUME THE MUSEUM DISPLAYS CONTAIN INFORMATIOHN SIMILAR T0 THAT
SHOWN I LAO PHOTO'S WHICH WE OBTAINED FROM A LAD NEWS FILM AND ARE
PROVIDING FOR YOUR REVIEW AND RETENTIOHN.

SIX NAMES OF MISSING AMERICANS WERE ALSO OBTAINED BY THE JOURMALIST.
TWO OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS ARE AMONG THE CASE FOLDER PROVIDED (MAJ
HRDLICKA AND ~ Nrimu ).

WE HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS OF HRDLICKA AND yirw-.. IN CAPTIVITY. ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM THE MUSEUM LHICH IS EASILY
ACCESSABLE BY THE LAO GOVERNMENT.

THERE'S NO DOUBT THESE MEN WERE It CUSTODY OF THE LAO YET THERE RAS
BEEN NO ACCOUNTING BY THE LAO GOVERNMENT.

APPROXIMATELY 550 AMERICANS ARE MISSING IN LAO. OdLY HINE AMCRICATLS
PRISONER CAPTURED I LAOS WERE RELEASE. THESE PRISOMERS WLRE HELD Il
VIETNAM AND RELEASED TN HANOIL .

/9

S
il

i

RUTRII T

. JIENRHTT

¢ IN 1%73 THE PATHET LAO REPRESENTATIVE IN VIENTIANE CONVEYED TO US k',
MESSAGE FROM SAM NEUA IN REPLY TO OUR REQUEST FOR INFORMATIOH ON THE
US PWS CAPTURED IN LAOS. THE MESSAGE STATED "THE PWS WILL BE RELEASED
BY THE LPF IN LAOS AND NOT BY THE WORTH VIETNAMESE IN HANOI. |

® THE RELEASE OF 9 FROM HANOI CAN HARDLY BE CONéIDERED AN ACCOUHTING-

BY THE LAO GOVERNMENT,

REQUEST YOU QUERY YOUR GOVERNMENT AS TO THE NUMBER AND IDEMTITY OF

AMERICANS THAT WERE HELD AND HOW MANY ARE STILL HELD. REQUEST THIS

INFORMATION BE PROVIDED AS SO0t AS POSSIBLE.

° THE CONGRESSIOMAL COMMITTEE WHICH HAS. THE PW/MIA OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY

HAS EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERW ON THIS VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE AND EXPECTS
A RESPONSE FROM THE LAO GOVERNMENT RELATIVE TO THIS MATTER.

° I'M CERTAIN WE CAN EXPECT A RESPONSE DIRECTLY FROM YOU AS YOUR

GOVERMMENTS REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS.

20




EFFORTé'TO RECOVER REMAINS

0

ON 24 AUGUST, 1978 LAO AUTHORITIES RELEASED TO U.S. COHGRESSMA!
MONTGOMERY REMAINS OF TWO INDIVIDUALS WHICH WERE IDENTIFIED AS
BEING AMERICANS. | _

SINCE THAT TIME, HAVE YOUR PROVINCIAL CIVILIAN AND MILITARY OFFICTALS
CONDUCTED EXPLORATIONS FOR CRASH SITES AND ASSOCIATED REMAINS. |
WHAT HAVE BEEN THE RESULTS OF THESE EFFORTS T0 DATE.

[T HAS BEEN REPORTED TO THE U.S. CHARGE D' AFFAIRS THAT AMERTCAN
CRASH SITES REMAIN UNDISTURBED IN VARIOUS AREAS OF LAOS. )

LAO REFUGEE WHO HAVE CROSSED YOUR BORDERS HAVE PROVIDED REMAINS

AND AIRCRAFT PARTS FROM CRASH SITE IN LAQS WHICH PERTAIN TO

MISSING AMERICANS. CERTAINLY, IF THESE REFUGEES CAN PROVIDE THIS
INFORMATION THE THE LAO GOVERNMENT CAN DO EQUALLY AS WELL OR BETTER.
WE COULD PROVIDE AN EXCHANGE OF MATERIAL WHICH WOULD HELP LOCATE
THESE SITES AND ASSIST YOUR SEARCH AND RECOVER OPERATIONS.

THE RETURN OF ONLY TWO AMERICAN ‘REMAINS CAN NOT BE JUDGED AS THE
TRUE EFFORT OF THE LAO GOVERNMEHT TO ACCOUNT FOR OUR MISSING.

WE ASK THAT YOU GET YOUR COUNTRY'S APPROVAL FOR SUCH AW EXCHA&GE

OF MATERIAL FOR THIS HUMANTARIAH EFFORT AT THIS TIME.

e
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PART 1: VHERE WL STAND

£185:

REF: (A} 80 VIENTIANE B463, (B) VIENTIANE 8475,
(C} 80 USUN 2619, (O} VIENTHANE 6391, (E) STATE 112638,
(F) VIENTIAKE 583

L. THIS IS THE FIRST OF THREE MESSAGES ON OUR HIA
EFJORISTH A0S,
% SUMMARY: THE U.S. GOVERNHENT CURRENTLY FACES A

SOMEWMATE DIFFICULT PROBLEH ON HOW BEST T0 MOVE FORWARD IN
QUR CONTINUING EFFORTS TO GET A PROPER ACCOUNT OF OUR
HISSING-{H-ACTION IN LAOS. DESPITE CURRENT BILATERAL
TENSIONS THAT ARE LIKELY TO FLOW FROH THE REPORTS OF
ALLEGEDLY U, S, *MMITIATED “FORAYS® (NTO LAOS LOOKING FOR
INFORMATION ON POW'S (REF F), WE HUST CONTINUE QUR EFFORTS
10 HAKE PROGRESS IN THIS AREA. PERHAPS THE RECENT
VIETNARESE DELIVERY OF THREE SETS OF REHAINS 1§ A

KARB LGER OF WILLINGNESS AMONG THE INDOCHINA STATES T0
HANDLE THIS ESSUE IN A SOHEWHAT MORE FORTHCOHING WAY

IN THE IHHEDIAYE FUTURE. THUS, DESPITE LAQ INDIGNATION
ABOUT NEWS STORIES OF "FORAYS,™ AND SUBSEQUENT COHHENT

OF USG SPOKESHEN OM THE TOPIC, THERE HAY STILL BE SOME
CHANCE FOR FORWARD HOVEMLNT ON THIS ISSUE WITH THE LPOR.
WE SHOULD AT LEAST TRY TO PURSUL THAT GOAL. THIS HESSAGE
I&D{SIGNED 10 PROVIDE AW OVERVIEW OF WHERE u&"!ﬂfhn;
FURJHER HESSAGES Wl nOVIDL AN INVENTORY OF P BLE
IRITIATI } . GOV , RHD AN

EVALU ' T LARUE R

IEHFDIME[Y AHERD,

3 “TEISSY VIENTIANE HAS CONTINUED 10 GIVE TOP
PRICRITY 1O GETTING THE LAD GOVERNHENT TO WORK WITH US
TO ARRIVE AT AS FULL AS POSSIBLE ANl ACCOUNTING OF THOSE
AFERICANS WHO PAVE BEEN LISTED AS MISSING-IH-ACTION IN

t

b THEIAL G

LAOS. FOR STVLRAL YARS, OUR EAFORTS 1IN LADS HAVL UHN'
POURLY RIVARDED. 10 BCGIN WITH, Tt LIDR RLGINE HAS i
PROVED SIMPLY 100 INCOMPETENT TO ACHIEVE HUCH IN THIS
HATTER.  (ITS CADRL ART POOR; [ACH PROVINCE VIRTUALLY A
LAW UNTO ITSELF; HANY AREAS BEYOND 1TS CONTROL BECAUSE
OF INSURGENCIES, ETC.) SECOMDLY, THL CANGODIAN SITUATION
HAS FORCED THE VIETHAMESE AND THEIR LAO SUPPORIERS 70
BLCOME INCREASINGLY DEPENDENT OF THE SOVIENT UMION AND
LESS CONCCRNED ABOUT U.S. ATTITUDES. (ALTHOUGH BGA
THE LPDR AND SRV CLAH THAT THEY ARE NOT ALLOWING POLITICAL
CONSIDERATIONS TO LIMIT THCH [N WHAT SKOULD BE A
HUHANITARIAN PROGRAH TO ACCOUNT. FOR HISSING PERSONS,
THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION BUT THAT THE POLITICAL
CONSIDERATIONS HAVE BEEN, 1N FACT, THE PREDOHINANT
FACTOR 1) THE LACK OF SIGHIFICANT ACTION IN THIS HATTER
ON THE PART OF BOTH REGIHES CURING THE IHHEDIATE PAST.)
THIRD, RECENT HEDIA REPORTS INPLY THAT THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNHENT 1S WILLING TO ENGAGE 1N, AND/OR HAS ALREADY b e
BEEN JNVOLVED [N, EFFORTS 10 SEND THTELLIGENCE TEAHS INTO
LAOS TO LOOK FOR POSSIBLE PRISONERS OF WAR; SUCH REPORTS
COULD LEAVE THE LPDR REGIHE LESS WILLING 10 WORK
CLOSFIY WITH US IN THIS HATTER. ..
‘. AT THE PRESEHT TIHC, WE HAVE A BROAD VARIETY OF
PROPOSALS AND REQUESTS BEFOKE THE LAO GOVERKHLNT IN
RESPECT TO HIA/POV AFFAIRS. THESE INCLUDE

-- NUMEROUS RCQUESTS THAT THERE BE ESTABLISHED A
SYSTEM OF PERIODIC HLETINGS BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF
EMBASSY VIENTIANE AND SOME SORT OF "LAO COUNTERPART®
GROUP. IN REITLRATING THIS REQUEST FOR A
REGULAR DIALOSUE WITH THE LPDR, WE HAVE OF TEN SUGGESTED
THAT THE LAO GROUP GE COMPOSED NOT ONLY OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE FOREIGN HINISTRY, GUT OF THE LAO HILITARY
ESTABL ISHMENT AND THE HINISTRY OF INTERIOR -- PCRHAPS
EVEN THE LAO CHAPTER OF THE RED -CROSS. _

-~ ON NUHEROUS OCCASIONS OVER THE LAST SEVERAL
YEARS, WE HAVE [NVITED THL LAO GOVERNMCNT TO SEND A
DELEGATION TO VISIT THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION
CENTER (JCRC) AT BARBERS POINT, HAWAIY, AND THE ARHY'S
CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY (CIL) IN HOMOLULU
SOME OF OUR RLITERATIONS OF THIS INVITATION HAVE HADE
CLEAR THAT THE U.S. GOVERHMENT WOULD BEAR ALL TRAVEL
EXPENSES (DIPLOMATIC NOTE OF JAMUARY 13, 1981,
REITERATED ORALLY AS RECENTLY AS JUNE 10, 1981). THE
LAO HAVE RCSPONDED THAT SUCH A TRIP IS IHPOSSIOLE OUE
10 LACK OF SPECIALIZED PLRSONNLL AVAILABLE FOR SUCH A
vISIT. )
Bl -
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-- WE HAVE PUT BEFORE THE LAO GOVERNMENT, BEGINMING
WITH A “NON-PAPCR* THAT | USED DURIKG A CALL ON THE
LAD MISSION AT THE UNITED NATIONS ON JULY 1, 1380, THAT WE
SET UP AN KDDITIOHAL CHANMEL FOR DISCUSSION ON THE HiA
{SSUE THROUGH OUR RESPECTIVE HISSIONS IN NEW YORK
(REF.C.) WE KAVE HAD HO RESPONSE.

-~ BEGINNING WITH THE SAKE 1980 RCPRESENTATION 10
THE LAO HISSION AT NLW YORK, W€ HAVE ASKED THE LAO
GOVERKMENT TO CONTACT MILITARY AND CiVIL AUTRORITIES IN
TMO SPECIFIC PLACES (N LAOS (VIENGSA! IN SAH REUA
PROVINCE AND KHAMKEUT IN KHAHHOUANE PROVINCE) TO
RECEIVE FROM THEH ADOITIONAL CONF IRHATION AS TO
VHETHER ANY AHERICANS, [N THE STATUS OF POW'S OR
OTHERWISE, REHAIN IN THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS. THERE WAS
NO RESPONSE TOTTRIS SUGGESTION.  EARLIER IN 1930 WE
KAD SPECIFICALLY ASKED THL LAD THROUGH THE FORLIGN
HINISTRY AT VIENTIANE WHETHER THERE WERE ANY “AHERICANS
PRESENT WITHIN LAOS [N THE STATUS OF DESERTERS, AS PRISONLRS
ON CRIHINAL GROUNDS, AS FORHER AHERICAN CITIZENS WHO
HAVE CHOSE T0 ASSUHE LAO HATIONALITY, OR IH ANY OTHER
SUCH STATUS.® WE RECEIVED A RESPONSE BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE
FROM THE FOREIGH HINISTRY ON FEBRUARY 23, 1980, THAT NO PERSONS
IN AHY OF THE ABOVE CATEGORIES REHAIN IN LAOS.)

== ALSO EEGINNING WITH THE ABOVE REPRESENTATIOKS
AT KEW YORK, WL HAVE ASKED THAT THE ANERICAN EMBASSY
VIENTIANE BE ABLE TO SEND A STAFF MEMBER T0
VIENGSAI AKD KHA!KEUT IN ORDER 1O LOOk INTO STURIES
AEOUT POW’'S IN THOSE AREAS AKD TO ATTEHPT TO ESTABLISH
OH THE BASIS OF TESTIHONY OF LOCAL SOURCES WHETHER
THERE HAY BE SONE PERSONS IN SUCH AREAS UKBEKHOWNST TO
THE FOREIGR HIMISTRY AT VIENTIANE,  (COMHUNICATION IS
EXCEEDINGLY VEAK WITHIN LAOS AND fT 1S BY NO HEANS
HPOSSIBLE THAT LOCAL AUTHCRITIES COULD KNOW SOHETHING
NOT KNOWN TO THE CEMIRAL GOVERNMENT.) THLRE
HAS BEEW MO LAO RESPONSE 10 THIS SUGGESTION.
== SINCE OUR DELIVERY OF & DIPLOMATIC NOTE ON

. DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

SEPTENBER 3, 1980, WE HAVE HAD A PROPOSAL FOR *ACCESS 10
CRASH SITES™ OFFICIALLY BEFORE THE LAO GOVERNMENT, i
THE NOTE REFERENCES FOUR SPECIFIC (AND MLLL-IDENTIFIED)
CRASH SITES AND PROVIDED A HAP SHOWING THCIR LOCATIONS
(60 VIENTIANE 0639). THIS REQUEST WAS REITERATLD,
ORALLY, AS RECENILY AS JUNE 10, 1981,
-~ WE HAVE REPEATEDLY REITERATED, BQTH ORALLY AND
BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE (NOTES OF APRIL 16 AND OECTHER 22,
1980) OUR RCQUEST FOR ACCESS TO HIA-RELATED HATERYWSS . ...
(IDENTIFICATION CARDS AND THE LIKE) THAT WE KNOW TO
HAVE BEEN ON DISPLAY AT THE HILITARY HUSEUH IN
VIENTIANE,  THE FOREIGN HINISTRY HAS OULY RESPONDED
ORALLY T0 THIS, RUHARKING THAT THE HATTER VAS IN THE
HNDS OF THE MINISTRY OF DCFENSE, WHICH IS RESPONSIBLL FOR
THE HILITARY HUSEUH. VE AGAIN RAISED THE MATTER ON
JUNE 10, 1981 REF F.)
- ON JUNE 4, 1980, WE REQUESTED BY DIPLOMATIC KOTE
[NF ORMAT 10K O THE THO HIA'S WHOSE NAHES WE UNDERSTOOD
WERE ON 1,D. CARDS IN THE HUSEUN. THE LPOR KAS NEVLR
RESPONDED 10 THIS KOTE.
- WE HAVE ON SEVERAL OCCASIDNS ATTEMPTED TO SET UP
A SYSTE!S FOR REGULAR VISITS TO VIENTIANE BY JTRC
REPRESENTATIVES RESIDENT 11l BANGKOK. ON TNO OCCASIGIS
WE HAVE REQUESTED VISAS FOR THE COMIANDIR OF TRE JCRC
(RESIDENT IN HAWALI) TO VISIT EHEASSY VIENTIANE FOR IN-HQUSE
CONSULTATIONS; IN BOTH CASES THE VISA WAS REFUSED
WE HEWTIONED THIS PROBLEN TO THE LPDR AS RECENTLY AS JUNEC 10,
1981, CONTRASTING THE LAO REFUSAL OF A VISA FOR AN IN-HOUSL VISIT
OF THE JCRC COMHANDER TO OUR EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE WITH
H1S RECENT SUCCESSTUL VISIT TO HANOI FOR EXTENSIVE CCM-
SUL TATIOKS.
-~ IN A DIFFERENT CATEGORY OF "PENDING HIA
ISSUES® RELATIVE TO LAOS 1S THE FACT THAT WE HOLD
(AT THE CIL) A VERY PARTIAL SET-OF APPARENTLY U.S. REMAINS THAT
CANNOT BE PROPERLY IDENTIFIED." WE HAVE ASKED THE LAO
ORALLY WHETUER THEY KAVE ANY FURTHER |1FORKATION O
WHERE THE REHAINS WERE FOUHD, BUT HAVE KAD NO RESPONSE.
5. (C-GDS) THE TYPICAL LAO POSITION [N RESPONSE TO OUR
VARIOUS EXPRISSIONS OF CONCERN ABOUT THE HIA ISSUE GOES
ROUGHLY AS FOLLOWS: "THE LPOR UNDERSTAUDS U.S. COMCERMS
ABOUT THE HATTCR AND HAS AS ITS POLICY AN EFFORT TO
SEARCH FOR SUCH REMAINS. THAT SEARCH COMTINUES, DESPITC
THE UNFRIENDLY ATTITUDE OF THE USG TOVARD THC LPDR (AND THE
OTHER INDOCHINESE COUNTRIES). THE U.S. SHOULD RECOGMIZE
HOMEVER, THAT LAOS HAS FEW RESOURCES TO ENGAGE, [N SUCH
ACTIVITIES; IT HAS MO SPECIALISTS TO SEND ON A VISIT 10
THE INSTALLATIONS IN HAWAII. HOREOVER, 1T 15 HARD FOR
THE LPOR TO CONVINCE 115 CAORE OF THE IHPORTANCE OF
SEARCHING FOR U.S. REMAINS, THEY RESINT PAST U.S.
ACTIVITIES [N LAOS AND DON'T WISK TO COOPERATE IN SO
B
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DIFFICULT A TASK. HOREQVER, LAOS HAS ITS OWN

PRIORITIES 10 SERVE WITH 17S VERY LIMITED RESOURCES,
PRIMARILY REBUILODING ITSCLF AFTER A DEVASTATING WAR.

THE LPOR CANNOT AFFORD TO RUN A HAJOR HISSING-PERSONS
PROGRAH EVEN FOR 1TS OWN HISSING AND DISPLACED; HOM

COULD IT DO SO FOR OTHERS? THE U.S. IS BEING UNREALISTIC

IN [TS DEHAKDS ON LAOS IN THIS AREA."

6. 10 SUCH CONHENTS LPOR OFF ICIALS SOHCTIHES ADD
THE FACT THAT SO HAMY CRASH SITES ARE TO BE FOUHD IN

REHOTE HOUNTAIN AREAS WHERE THE LOCAL TRIBESHEN ARE HOSE
RELUCTANT 70 DISTURB THE SPIRITS OF THE DECEASED.,  (LPOR

OFF ICIALS ARE RELUCTANT TO ADMIT THAT HANY SUCH AREAS ARE
NOT AT ALL SAFE FOR LONLAND LAO TO EMTER.} OUR EFFORTS

10 DISCUSS CASESTTH MIHICH POV'S WERE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN
CAPTURLD ALIVE, HAVE OFTEN BEEN HET VITH COHHENTS ON

THE ALHOST TOTAL LACK OF RECORDS AHONG "WARTIHE®
REVOLUTIONARY UNITS 1M LAOS AND THE CIFFICULTIES UMDER

WHICK THEY KAD TO OPERATE, OFTLM INCLUDING THE NEED TO

KEEP ON THE HOVE,

1. SOME OF THE LAQ PROTESTATIONS HAVE BASIS [N

FACT, OTHERS ARE LITTLE HORE THAN EXCUSES. THE CHARGE

THAT SOHETHING APPROACHING AMTI-RHERICAN SENTIHEMT HINDERS
THE SCARCH EFFORTS AHONG THE POPULATION 1S PARTICULARLY
WEAK,  THERE HAY EE PATRET LAQ CADRE WKO WOULD CONSIDER I
AVKWARD TO [SSUE ORDERS TO GIVE PRIORITY TO SUCH EFFORTS

OR TO [HPLEMENT SUCH ORDERS. EUT THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO THE
GENERAL POPULATION. IN FACT, HOST LOVLAND LAQ (AHD HOST OF THE
HHONG HOUNTAIM GROUPS) ARE FAR HORE PRO-ANERICAR THAN THEY ARE
PRO-LPDR. THE POIKTS THAT UNDERLINE THE PHYSICAL LIHITATIONS THAT
THE LPDR WOULD FACE IN ANY MAJOR EFFORT ARE BETTER TAKEN.

8. THE LA0 ARE HOT AT ALL WELL-PREPARED TO HELP

US IN OUR HIA EFFGATS, EVER IF THLY VERE ENTHUSIASTIC

70 DO SO. ot SEVERAL ISSUES, THE YIETHAHESE HAVE A

HISTCRY FOR RESPCHDING HUCH BETTER THAN THE LAD. THIS

FACT REFLECTS DIFIEFELCES ECTVELH THE CULTURAL, POLITICAL

* DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

AND DEVELOPHENTAL SITUATIONS 1N THE TWO COUNTRIES. THL
HOUNTAINS THAT FORM THE CARRIER BETMLLN LAOS AND VILINAH 1
REPRESENT THE TRONTIER BETMEEN AN EXTENSION OF SINIC
CULTURE (MITR THE VICTNANE SHARING CONTUCIAN RESPECT

FOR THE “BONES OF ANCESTORS™ AND THL LIKE) AND AN
EXTENSION OF INDIC CULTURE (MITH THE HEAVY EMPHASIS

ON DOCTRINES OF REINCARMATION IN LAOS AND A TENDENCY.

10 CREMATE THE DEAD AND SCATTER THE ASHES.) TUTOUR
KNOWLEDGE, THERE IS NOT A SINGLE HORTICIAN PRACTIGGNS  _
IN LAOS. THE DEAD ARE SIMPLY TURNED OVER 10 THE NEAREST
WAT FOR CREHATION. THESE CULTURAL DIFFERENCES, CONBINCD
WITH A DIFFERENT ECONONIC LEVEL+AND BETTER COMMUNICATION
IN THE SRV, HAY BE WKAT HAS RESULTCO IN A SITUATION

IN WHICH THE VIETHAMESE HAVE PRESUMABLY QUITE A FEW
REHAINS CAREFULLY ACCUNULATED FOR DELIVERY WHEN THEY
CONSIDER 1T POLITICALLY CXPEDIENT, AND THE LAO VERY
POSSIBLEY HAVE HOTHING. LAOS'S 10TAL LACK OF TRAINED
PERSOMNEL SUCH AS HORTICIANS, CORONERS AND PRACTITIONCRS
OF FORENSIC HEDICINE HAS UNDOUBTEDLY CONTRIBUTED 10 THE
FACT THAT THE LAO HAVE DECLINED A TRIP T0 THE JCRC AND

THE CIL IN KAWL '

3. A VERY UARGE PORTION OF THE CRASH SITES 4N LAGS,

VHERE REMAINS HIGHT BE REASONABLY [XPECTED TO BE RECOVIRABLE,

ARE IN AREAS WHERE (BECAUSE OF IHSURGEMCY OR THE JUST PLAIN
CUSSEDNESS OF LOCAL AUTHORITES} 17 WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT

FOR AN LPDR OFFICIAL BASED IN VIENTIANE TO GET ANYTHING DORE.

{T WOULD ALSO BE TIHE-CONMSUHING- AND EXPENSIVE.

18. ON THE SURFACE, THERE IS EVERY REASON THAI
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH LAOS SHOULD BE MORE PRODUCTIVE THAN
THAT WITH VIETHAH., WE HAVE HAINTAINED OUR DIPLOHATIC
RELATIONS HERE; WE 0O HOT HAVL IN £FFECT ECONOMIC AKND
TRADE SANCTIONS; AND WE HAVE HOT HAD POLITICAL PROBLEHS
WITH LAOS AS SEVERE AS WITH THE .VIETHAMESE (OVER THE

BOAT PEOPLE, THE INVASION OF CANBODIA AND THE LIKE),
HORLOVER, FEW LAO HAVE EVER LOOKED ON AHERICA AS AN “ENEMY
-~ F8R FROH IT,

{. THE VIETNAMISE ARE, HOMCVER, VASTLY HORE
ALERT THAH THE LAO TO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE

HIA ISSUE IN THE U.S. AND FOLLOW ALL OPPORTUNITIES TO
EXPLOIT 1T 70 THEIR ADVAHTAGE. THL LAO, FOR THEIR PART,
SEEH ETERNALLY IHCONPRCHENDING -~ PUZZLED THAT

THE INSCRUTABLE AMERICANS KEEP TALKING OF ANl 1SSUE SO REHOTE

FROM THEIR DAILY PROBLEHS. THE ABOVE FACTORS ARE

HEXTIONED N ORDER TO UNDERLINE THE FACT THAT WHAT SEEHS LIKE

A PARTICULARLY TRUCULENT ATTITUDE OF THE PART OF THE LAO

[N COHPARISON WITH THE VIETNAHISE, HAY OMLY BE AN EXFRESSION

OF UNDERLINING POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOHIC REALITILS.

81 -
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IT HAY ROT AT ALL REFLECT ANY BASIC OIFFERENCE IN THE ATTITUDE
ON THE PART OF THL TWO REGIHES TOWARDS THE UNITED STATES

THE LAO KAVE HADL RCPEATED, BARELY VLILED ALLUSIONS JO 1
AHERICA’S LACK OF AID TO LAOS AS ONE FACTOR INHIBITING
PROGRESS ON THE HIA FRONG, BUT SO KAVE THE VIETMAMESE,

12 OESPITE THE GROWING POLITICAL AMD MILITARY
DEPENDENCE OF THE CURRENT REGIHE IN VIENTIANE ON THEIR
LONG-TIHE COHRADES IN HAHAOI, THE LAO GOVERNMENT HANDLES

SOHE ISSUES QUITE DIFFERENTLY THAN THE VIETNAMESE. Wt

RAVE ALWAYS ASSUHED, HOWEVER, THAT THE SUBJECT OF HiA
AFFAIRS WAS OME IN WHICH THE TOP LEADERS OF THE LPOR

VERE [N VERY CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE SRV, AND THAY

THE POLICIES OF THE THO COUNTRIES WERE REASOMABLY WELL
COORDINATED., QUR ASSUMPTION IS THAT BOTH REGINES

CONSIDER 1T TOBE T0 THEIR HUTUAL ADVANTAGE TO PLAY THIS
RATHER UNIQUE ISSUE VIS-A-VIS THE UNITED STATES IN

CLOSE COHCULTATION.

13. AT THE PRESENT TIME, WE SEE (HDICATIONS THAT

KANOI 1S ONCE AGAIN READY TO TRY TO USE (TS COOPERATION

IN HUA AFFAIRS 10 I1TS POLITICAL ADVANTAGE, THE FACT THAT IS
HAS RECENTLY TURNED OVER TO THE U.S. GOVERNKENT THREE SETS of
REHAINS, THE FIRST IN SEVERAL YEARS, 1S IEDICATIVE THAT HANOI
SEES SOHE CURRENT ADVAHTAGE IN TRYING TO IHPROVE 11§
BILATERAL RELATIONS (OR AT LEAST APPEAR TO BE TRYING TO IH-I&
PROVE 1TS BILATERAL RELATIONS) WITH THE UNITED STATES.

IR A CONTEXY WHERE THE VIETHAKESE ARE ONCE HORE WORK (MG

WITH US IK THIS HATTER, WE SHOULD NORMALLY BE ABLE 10 EXPECT
SOHEWHAT 1HPROVED COOPERATION FROM THE LPDR. WE SHOULD NOT
RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT A& PERCEIVED COMMUNITY

OF INTEREST BETWEEN THE LAO AND VIETHAMESE IN "PLAYING

THIS ISSUE™ VIS-A-VIS TRE UNITED STATES, COULD OVERULE

THE LAO TENDENCY TO TRY TO HAKE A HAJOR ISSUE OF ALLEGED
VIOLATIONS OF ITS SOVEREIGHTY BY GROUPS OF PERSONS THEY
BELIEVE T0 HAVE GEEN EITHER SUPPORTED BY PRIVATE AHERICAN
ORGANTTATEONS OR BY THE U.S, GOVERMMENT ITSELF. THC LPOR
RAS CEEH IN THE HAEIT OF HAKING SVEEPING £ND TOTALLY UNI-

" DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

DOUNDED ALLEGATIONS ABOUT THE IMTEHTIONS OF “U.S. INPIRIAL ISH"
T0 SURVERT THE LPOR AND 10 OTHERWISE UNDLRCUT 115 {COHOMLC
OEVELOPHENT, [N SUN, KOWEVER, WE SIMPLY DO NOT YET Know' i
WHETHER THE HONTHS AMLAD WILL PROVIDE US LESS OPPORTUNITY YO
PURSUE EFFORTS 1O GET LPOR COOPLRATION OR GREATLR
OPPORTUNITY, WE ARE OM A THRESHOLD
14, GIVEN THE ABOVE SITUATION, }Np THE FACT THA)
IT IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO THE USG AS WEL{TAS 10
AHERICAN PUBLIC OPINION THAT WE GO ON YEAR ATTER@HM{AR & _
VITHOUT SIGHIFICANY PROGRESS IN RESOLVING THE MANY
CASES OF HMISSING IN LAOS, THIS EMBASSY FELLS THAT WE
SHOULD HAKE EVERY EFFORT 1O KEEP UP INITIATIVES WITH THE
LPOR N THE HIA FIELD. HOST OF OUR PAST SUGGELSTIONS
AND PROPOSALS TO THE LPOR HAVE BOGGED DOWN IH L A0
INACTION.,  MANY ARE WORTHY OF BEING REITERATED (K OUE
FORH OR ANOTHER, BUT WE HUST ALSO LODOK OUT FOR MEW AND
IHAGINATIVE APPROACHES THAT MIGHT HAVE A BETTER OPPORTUNITY
OF SHCCESS THAN PAST FROPOSALS:
15. THE NEXT MESSAGE (N THIS SERIES WILL PROVIDE A
LIST OF ACTIONS THAT WE HIGHT TAKE WITH THE LPDR 10
{HCREASE COOPERATION IN MIA APFAIRS,
HOSER =-
BY -
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ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

TO:

C | UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

memoronaum

23 June 1981 10360/D1-7 |

DC |

PW/MIA Daily Report

L ARSI
DR
The following has transpired today on PU/MIA activities:
- PW/MIA Initiatives with the Lao
° On 19 June, State Department advised American Embassy Vientiane that e

for the time being they did not want to initiate further discussion
with the Lao on PWMIA concerns until the dust settled,over the recent

alleged U.S. foray in Laos. -

° State Department guidance was sent in response to the ?harge d'Aff§1res
summary of Vientiane's views as to the U.S: GoYernment s stand in its
continuing efforts to get a proper accounting n gaos. A summary of
these views was provided to you in the 15 June Daily Report.

° Embassy Vientiane was requested to provide suggestiqns as.to how to
move forward with the Lao on this important matter in coming months.

° Qur counterparts at State have been advised that DI-7 has negotiation
folders prepared on 10 aircraft losses, involving 43 M%As ready for.
presentation to the Lao Government at the next appropriate opportunity.

ALLAN G. PAULSON

Rear Admiral, USN

Assistant Vice Director )
T For Collection Management -

OPTIONAL FORM NO 10
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CITE:

CINCPAC ALSO FOR PAO: DIA PLEASE PASS TO LTC HARVEY, TDY
YOUR LOCATION.

SUBJ: RECOVERY OF HUMAN REMAINS FROM LAOS

1, JCRC-LNO WAS CALLED MORNING OF 13 JULY BY MR,
ROBcwt SCHWAB, SCHWAB ADVISED THAT HE HAD IN HIS POSSESS-
TON HUMAN REMAINS WHICH HE ALLEGED WERE THOSE OF 4 AMERI-
CAN SERVICEMEN WHO DIED IN AN AIRCRAFT CRASH IM LAQS,
SCHWAD FURTHER PROPOSED THAT HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY TURN
OVER THESE REMAINS TO LNO, WITH THE CONDITION THAT THE
TURNOVER BE WITKESSED BY MEDIA REPS AND THAT THE EVENT
TAKE PLACE ON-CAMERA. LNO EXPLAINED THAT THE PROPER
COURSE OF ACTION WAS FOR SCHWAB TO TURN OVER CUSTODY OF
THE REMAINS TO A JCRC REPRESENTATIVE, BUT THAT WE

COULD WOT ACCEPT THE CONDITION THAT THE EVENT TAKE PLACE
OK-CAMERA,

2. SCHWAB COUNTERED BY STATING THAT HE WANTED THE
EVENT DOCUMENTED SO THERE WOULD BE NO QUESTION THAT HE HAD
TURNED OVER THE REMAINS 7O U.S. OFFICIALS. LNO EXPLAINED
THAT HE WOULD BE MOST WILLING TO PROVIDE A SIGHED HAND-
RECEIPT ATTESTING TO THE TRANSFER OF CUSTODY, SCHWAB

THEN STATED THAT THE ENTIRE RECOVERY HAD BEEM DOCUMENTED
ON FILM, AND THAT IT WOULD BE UNFORTUMATE IF THE STORY
ENDED WITH A "STOHEWALL™ BY THE EMBASSY. FURTHER, IF WE
COULD HOT ACCEPT THE CONDITION AS STATED, HE WOULD BE
FORCFD TO TURN THE REMAINS OVER TO ™A THIRD PARTY" (NFI).
3 DURING THE NEXT SEVERAL HOURS THERE WERE
ADDITIONAL TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS INVOLVING JCRC-LNO,
SCHWAB, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM ABC-TV, AND THE EMBASSY DCM,
FIRST SCHWAB, AND LATER THE ABC MAN, STRONGLY IMPLIED

TO BOTH LHO AND THE DCM THAT THEY WOULD RCPORT THAT THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS BEING LESS THAN COOPERATIVE IN THE
MATTER OF RECOVERING AMERICAN REMAINS, WE TOLD THEM W
WOULD ACCEPT THE REMAINS, BUT DID NOT FEEL BOUND TO GO
ALONG ON PUBLICITY SINCE IT COULD CAUSE THAIS TO REACT

IN A MANNER UNHELPFUL TO OUR OVERALL MIA LFFORTS. OUR
UNWILLINGNESS TO ACCOMMODATE SCHWAB AND ABC WAS ALSO
BASED ON UNCERTAINTY AS TO WHETHER REMAINS WERE WHAT THEY
WERE BILLED TO BE, ALTHOUGH WE DID NOT ADVANCE THIS REASON
TO SCHWAB AND ASC.

4, t ABC BACKED OFF AND ASKED OHLY FOR INTERVIEW
WITH JCRC-LKO IN WHICH LATTER WOULD OHLY EXPLAIN WHAY
WOULD HAPPEN TO THE REMAINS. DCM AGREED AND AT HIS
REQUEST, JCRC-LNO WENT ON CAMERK WITH THIS LIMITED
INFORMATION.

5. ) AT HOON, SCHWAB DELIVERED A SMALL BASKET OF
FRAGMENTARY REMAINS TO THE LNO IN LWO'S OFFICE. LNO
PROVIDED SCHWAS WITH & RECEIPT INDICATING THAT

TRE REMAINS WERE TURNED OVER ON 13 JULY 81. SCHWAB AND
LHO THEN PROCEEDED TO THE EMBASSY LAWN WHERE ABC

HONG KOWG REP WR. KEVIN DELANY ASKED THREE QUESTIONS Of
THE LKO WHILE ON-CAMERA: (A) HAVE YOU RECEIVED REMAINS
OF AMERICAN SERVICEMEN TODAY? LNO RESPOMSE: YES. 1 HAVE
RECEIVED A QUANTITY OF SKELETAL REMAINS ALLEGED TO BE

ACTION (U.6.8,F)
INFO DI-D(1) DI-7C(1) AT(1) DB-2(1) DB-2C(1)

MCN=81194/0Lk700  TOR=81194/10512

CENTER |

THOSE OF AMERICAN SERVICEMEN WHO CRASHED IN LAOS.

(B) WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THE REMAINS? RESPONSE: I WILL
SEND THE REMAINS TO MY HEADQUARTERS AT BARBERS POINT,
HAWATI. THCY WILL THEN TURM THEM OVER TO THE ARMY

CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY WHERE THEY WILL ATTEMPT
TO DETERMINE THE IDENTITY OF THE REMAINS. (G) HOW LONG
WILL THIS TAKE? RESPONSE: I HAVE NO IOEA. THIS WOULD
DEPEND OM THE CONDITION OF THE REMAINS-AND OTHER TECHNICAL
ASPECTS WHICH A LAYWAN SUCH AS I DO NOT UNDERSTAND, END

OF INTERVIEW,

6. SCHWAB REPQORTS THAT HE WILL RETURN TO THE U.S.
TOMORROW, 14 JULY. HE HAS AGREED TO MEET WITH US THIS
EVEMING TO PROVIDE MORE DETAILS CONCLRWING THE RECOVERY OF
THE REMAINS. THESE DETAILS WILL BE FORWARDED BY LATER
MESSAGE, THE REMAINS WILL BE SENT BY REGISTERED PACKAGE TO
HQ JCRC FOR FURTHER TRANSPORT T0 CIL.
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. -ENTIRE TEXT.

2. WE LOOK FORWARD 10 HEaR]

, E NG &S SODN AS ppcc

FURT! N ;

pggg?gg SéLééL§ WHICh ROBERT SCHWAS INDICATES é?LSOSTE

RO IDE COne g?g$gL§Ecox5RL OF ALLEGED MIA REMAINS IN '
CLARIFY HIS STATEMENT Tret ?EE'rFOR REepet AT REVILL

OOCUMENTED ON FILM (PiRa 5. REF??[%?E RECOVERY HAD BECN
it

<. LAO GOVERNMENT 1§ OF COURSE H
e . IGHLY SENSIT]7¢
8?6§$IO“LESE 58 LAST MONTH'S WASHINGTON POé% gééngN s
AGL]NéT Jen JUNE 10 LODGED & FORMAL PROTEST WITH US
> INVOLVEMENT N VIOLATIONS OF 40 TERRITORY

4. IN THIS CaSE OF COURSE

] Hit . . THERE
USG INVDL VEMENT UNTIL MD ¥

2L IN RNING OF 12 JULY wH
CONT LT cR- i
CUNTACTED JCRC-LND 1IN BANGKOK WITH THE REMA?SSS?swAB
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feno essum E INDICAT]
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FH USDAD BANGKOK
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RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DI-1C/DI-D//
LEN/AHCONSUL VDORN

BT
BANGKOK 32049
£163;
L184:
CITE: 3189 JULst.
SUBJ:  POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL REHAINS FROH LADS
£105:

REF: A, USDAD BANGKOK 31327, DTG 1416007 JUL 81.
- 8. DIAHSG DTG 1712341 JUL 81, RETRANS TO JCRC
- CINCPAC AND CILHI AS USDAC BKK 1804291 JUL 81
. WE ARE TAKING ACTION THROUGH OTHER HISSION
ELEMENTS TO CHECK OUT THE STORY OF FOUR SKULLS POSSIBLY
ALREADY BROUGHT TO THAILAND FROH LAOS (REPORTED IN
REF HESSAGES), HMEANWHILE, RICK TOMKINS (REPORTER WHO
ACCOMPANIED SCHWAB INTO LAOS) CALLED ON 16 JULY TO VERIFY
JCRC-LNO'S WILLINGNESS (EXPRESSED TO SCHWAB THE EVENING
PRIOR TO SCHWAB'S DEPARTURE FROM THAILAND) TO HEET WITH
THE LAO RESISTANCE LEADER WHO ALLEGEDLY ARRANGED THE
HISSION TO RETRIEVE THE SKULLS. LMO ACKNOWLEDGED 10
TOHKINS THAT LNO WOULD BE WILLING TO TALK TO THE LAO, WHO
ALLEGEDLY RESIDES PERHANENTLY IN UBON. TOHKINS INDICATED
HE WOULD CHECK WITH THIS LAO MAN TO SEE IF HE WOULD AGREE
T0 TALK TO LKO. A CHECK WITK TOHKINS Ol 21 JULY REVEALED
THERE HAD NOT YET BEEN ANY RESPONSE FROH UBON.
2. DURING THE COURSE OF THE 16 JULY CONVERSATION
TOHKINS INDICATED HIS BELIEF THAT THE SKULLS WERE NOT IN
THATLAND,  ACCORDING TO HIS VERSION, THE LAD RESISTANCE
UNIT WAS [NTERCEPTED BY A THAI UNIT (NFI} AFTER THEY
CROSSED INTO THAILAND WITH THE SKULLS. THE LAO UNIT,
AFRAID TO ADHIT THESE WERE AHERICAN SKULLS FOR FEAR THEY
WOULD BE COMFISCATED, HANAGED TO CONVINCE THE THALS THAT
THESE WERE LAO SKULLS BEING TAKEN TO THEIR LAO FAHILIES
[N TRATLAND 20 THD SKULLS CONLD BE FRCPEFLY CASED FOR BY
THE FAHILIES. THE THAIS RLLEGEDLY ACCEPTED THAT THESE
WERE LAO SKULLS, BUT STILL ORDERED THE }AO URIT WITH THE
SKULLS BACK ACROSS THE RIVER TO L AOS VHERE THEY ARE WOW
SUPPOSEDLY LOCATED.  ALL THE AGOVE COMES TO US THROUGK
TOHKIKS, PROBABLY FRCH THE UMITENTIFIED L 60 AT UECH
3 THIS SUHMARITIES OUR PRESENT KNOWLEDGE OF THIS
PARTICULAR SITUATION.  WE VILL ADVISE OF AMY FURTHER )
(HFORMATION WniCH COMES TO LIGHT ATGARDING THESE ALLEGED
AMERICAN REHAINS, WOULD APPRECIATE DI-1C NOTIFYING US
IF AKY KEW IKFORMATION SURFACES THROUGH SOURCES IM
VATHIY S

' DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
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BARGKOK 32294
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CITE: I3 UL 8y,
SUBJ:  RESPONSE 10 REQUEST FoR INFORMAT { O
E205:
REF: A CDR JeRC KSG, DTG 2101157 Juy 81,
- B. USDAD BKK 18601, 076 201095y FEB 81,
- C. 0la HSG, DTG 2414041 FEB 81.
- 0. CDR JeRe HSG, DTG 2501817 Fep 81,
- €. USDAD BKK 12335, D16 8307051 Hap 81.
- F. USDAD BKK 4444, D16 23110812 SEP 80
- G. USDAD BKK 18346, DTG 1004437 APR 81,
1 REF A REQUESTED ANY AMPLIFYING DETAILS TO RESPOND

TO THE ASSERTION THAT JCRC LIAISON OFFICER REFUSED Tp
ACCEFT A COMPLETE sET of SKELETAL REMAINS ALLEGEDLY
OFFERED BY HLHBERS OF A LAO RESISTANCE CRGANIZAT 10N,

2 LIAISON OFFICER 15 AVARE OF No, REPEAT, No
INCIDENT WHICH CORRELATES 10 THe RLLEGED INCIDENT
DESCRIBED, Wt At AVARE, HOWEVER, OF The STORY, CIRCIL-
ATING DURING THE Feag 81 T PERTOD, OF A conpLeTe SET
OF REMAINS EE NG SONEWHERE HERE (y THATLAND.  (REFER Tp

DUR REF B KESSAGE DETATLING THE INTERVIEW OF L AQ REFUGEES. )

THOUGH THE INTERVIEMEES WERe EVASIVE AND LESS THAN FORTH-
COHING, THEY CLEARLY CLATHED THAT THLY Hap DELIVERED A
COMPLETE Skticton 19 PHOUMI Nosavan |y BANGKOK.  WITH pig
AND JCRC GUIDAKCE ANp OIRECTION (REF ¢ Anp O}, PHOUHI'S
SON, PHOUHAND, was INTERVIEWED. hf EHPHATICALLY DENIED
THAT E1THER HE on HIS FATHER Kap any REHAINS,  (TRIS
IKTERVIEY IS REPORTED IN OUR ReF E.) 1T SHoutD ALso BE

ROTED AT THIS PoINT THAT PHOUHANG ALLEGED IN SEPTEHBER 1389

DISCUSSIONS wity LHO (REPORTED REF F) THAT UNTDENTIFIED
LAD RESISTANCE ELEHENTS Hap RECOVERED THE comPLETE REHA| NS
OF OKE PILOT (i Laos, TRUS, WITH PHOUNANQ POINTING ThE
FINGER A1 UNTDENTIFIED ( AQ RESISTRNCE ELEMENTS, aND
CERTAIN (40 RESISTANCE MLhBERs POINTING THE

FINGER Back a1 PHOUHANO (0R K1 FATHER), THE ATTEHPY 10
OETERHINE VACTHER OR NOT A COMPLETE SET of SKELETAL
REMAINS £XISTED was INCOHCLUSTVE,

3 WL ERE LSO BUARE of THE EXISTENCE oF PARTIAL,

== 4815 CHARACTERS
REFERENCE_FROM yspAo BANGKOK, sSi 4187 AT 1209331 Jul 8

D s

DEFENSE mvieLiiaenoe AGENCY INCORI G

REPEAT, PARTIAL REMAINS BEING IN THE wanps of VAR 1OUS
LAO REFUGELS. A sHaLl ANOUNT OF REMAINS Whs GHVEN T0O s
ON 22 SEPTLHDER 80 gy HR. PHOUMANO NOSAVAN In TRAGHE N
OF JAV BONE WITH TeETH) (SEL REF .} oM l'HOV[HB[R 80
NE VERE SHOWN ANOTHER SHALL AttouNT of REHATNS, YETTH anp
A FRAGHENT oF Jay BOKE, BY A MaW 1N THE NONG KHAI CaMp
{REPORTED BY LETTER T80-073 DATED 12 wov 800, 1T SHouLp
BE HOTED THAT THESE sane PARTICULAR REMAINS WERE LATER
TURNLD OVER 1O JCRC-L 1o BY A THAU OFFICIAL O 5 APRIL 81
(DETAILS REFORTED |y OUR REF G HESSAGE)" ADDITIONALLY,
WE ARE AWARE OF ANOTHER SHALL AHOUNT OF REMAINS (S'T[[IH
AND A FRAGHLMT OF CHARRLD BONE) 1M THE POSSESSION oF
OTHER (a0 REFUG[[S‘AI NONG KHAL CAMP (5Lt Rr Bl THOUGH
IT WAS IHPLITD BY THrsE REFUGEES THAT THESt REMAINS HERE
FOR SALE, THEY WERE nevig OFFERLD TO JCRC-L MO Ths THESE
REFUGLES MADE CLEAR THEY HERE DEALING TIIROUGH RIOTHER
POINT OF conTACT 1N BANGKOK,

4. REGARDING OYHER QUESYIoNS POSED IN REF d, SINCE
WE CANNOT 1SOLATE TH( INCIDENT REFERRED T0, WE ALSO
CARNOT STATE WHERE THE OFFER WAS HADE, THL sum REQUESAED,
THE SUM OFFERED, ORIGIN OF THE REMAINS, AND WHO MADE TRE
OFFER REGARDING THI6 SPECIFIC‘AllEGED INCLDENT,  wE aRgr
OF COURSE AMARE OF THE HORETARY OFFERS BE NG HADE FoR
VARIOUS CATEGORIES oF IRFORHAT 10# AND EVIDENCE, OR roR
THE RETURN OF | 1yE AHERICANS BY PRIVAIE [NDIVIDUALS N
THE UNITED STATES. wiLe IT APPEARS THAT THESE OFFERS
ARE WELL-INTENTIONED AND INCLUDE CERTAIN CONDITHONS anp .

: CAVEAIS,‘IHE INTERPRETATIONS PUT N THESE OFFERS BY THE

REFUGEES TEND TO STIHULAYE THE NOTION THAT REMAINS ARE
DEFINITELY A SALECABLE COHHOD I TY, -
5. FINALLY, WE WouLD L pKE 10 ASCERTAIN, 1F IN FaCT
THE AUTHOR OF THE ASSERTION HAS INFORMATION CONCERNIHG
THE EXISTENCE oF & COMPLETE SET OF SKL(ETAL RENALNS,
WHETHER HE woULD BE WILLING TO SHARE TH|S KHOWLEDGE WiTH
US. IF S0, Wt VOULD‘IH[N BE 1N & BETTLR POSITION 10 TAKE
ACTION To RECOVER THESE REHAINS, -
6. FOR CDR: LNO HAS NOT INCLUDED OTHER RODRESSEES
AS WLRE ON YOUR REF A LKO PREFERS YOU SEE THIS REPLY wwa
FIRST, THEN FORVARD AS You DEEH ADVISABLE

BT
€£106:

ACTION USDP (x1) D1a a/¢ (1)
INFO SECDEF: (3) SECOEF (1) NMIC (1) ART-X{3) DIg(x
T0TAL COPIfsS REQUIRED
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L4187
NNIN
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PAGE 01 . MSS 1 8768 ?§\;A;\;_Ziu -
PRIGRITY - == 3678 CHARACTERS GOES OK IK AN OPEN SOCIETY LIKE OURS, WILL HAKE 1T DIFFICULT

REFERINCE FROM AHCHBASSY VIENTIANE, SSN B AT 84 04137 AUGS) FOR HOST LAO TO PUT CONVERSATIONS OF THL SORT R[PORIEQ
ROUTING ASSIGNED BY HSS; AT KEW YORK IKT0 THEIR TRUE PERSPECTIVE. WOT ONLY ARE
CHSA ASPC , VE BOUKD TO KAVE HISUNDERSTANDING FROH THE COHMUNIST |
PRINTER ASSIGNED BY MsS: - REGIME, BUT THERE WILL ALSO BE LIKELY HISUNDERSTANDING
ABIS (1), Ci1(1), coBd(t), Comd (1), cols 1) AMONG ANTI-REGIE CIRCLES WITHIN LAOS -~ WHO MAY CONCLUDE
cors ), ! THAT THESE CONVERSATIONS SIGNAL THE “BEGINNING OF THE T
SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY MSS: END™ FOR U.S. RELATIONS WITHYHE LPOR AND A NEW U.S.
§1, 0S1, LAOS, TERR, AMEHB, CHINA, TAIWAN, STAG LA, CORFITHENT 1O SUEPORT LAO INSURGENCIES WiTH LARGE §UHS
PRESSUN, SE ASIA, STAG AS, TERR GEN, AUSTRALIA, OF HONIES AND/OR U.S. MILITARY IKVOLVENENT, ~-
SPAC STATE, PHILIPPINES, NEW 2EALAND, {. IF THE HEMBERS OF CODEL HAYAKAWA DO IN FACTwY, _ ._
DICTIONARY: S1, PROFILE: RECEIVE VISAS T0 VISIT VIENTIANE, IT 1S QUITE POSSIBLE
27 69 160 181 12 162 163 131 214 217 221 286 THAT LAO OFFICIALS MAY RAISE THE ISSUE OF RECENT

219 18 32 U.S. CONTACT WITH ANTI-REGIME ELEMENTS AT NEW YORK AND
NMIC-AUTODIN MSG NUMBER: ECSEWHERE,  EMBASSY VIENTIANE WILL REPORT AMY
415-1522%6 DEVELOPHENTS YRE THAT HAY BE TRIGGERED BY CONTACTS

COSN = NSSS42 . MCH = 81216/88557  TOR = 812168583 SUCH AS THOSE REPORTED IN REFTELS.

E181: MOSER '

PTICIYUV PUHJFSA D697 2168503 “RUEKDIC. 87 i
INY 10C STATE 114 €186: . ;
sSTu218 1
PP RUEHC ' ACTIOK w60

DE RUMJFS 88637 2168438 INFO  J3(X) NIDS (X J3:NHCC (1) g5 (x)

INY 8 L] RDJTF:LO(x) SECDEF: (X) SECDEF (¥) USDP 12X} DR (x)

£182; DO (X} CS(r) DI-1(%) DI-2 (%) KHIC (1) RSS {x) RSS-1(1) -
P 8404131 AUG 31 RSS-38 (X) SWS(X) AAT-X(x) VP(X) DIO (X} VP-A2 FRD (X)

FH AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE DE (x) DB-2 (x) DB-28B (X) DB-2C X} DB~44 (%) DB-S (¥)

T0 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIOKITY 1875 DlA(x)

IFNFO RUNTBX/AHEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 1266 +CSA VASHINGTON DC

RUHJPG/AHENBASSY BEIJING PRIORITY 842 +CNO VWASHINGTON DC

RUEHBAC/AHEHMBASSY CANBERRA PRIDRITY 2321 +CSAF WASHINGTON DC

RUMJOH/AHCONSUL HONG KONG PRIORITY 5664 . +PTC WASH 0C

RUEHKL /AHEHBASSY HANILA PRIORITY 4851 +CHC CC WASHIKGTON DC

RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU K1 PRIORITY TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED {
BT 40697 L

VIENTIANE 8697 KNNN .
{HOSER, LEO J.) OR-N £187;

" E183:

TAGS: PINS, PEPR, LA, US, APER, ASEC

E18d:

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE FALL~OUT FROM USG CONTACTS WITH
LAO RESISTANCE

£105:
REF: () HONG XONG 11857, (B) FBIS BK 3865257 JuL 3,

e} FRIS RK 2713387 JuL 81, O) FBIS 6K 2186161 JUL 8]
1. = ENTIRE TEXT.
2. THE.FAR EASTERN ECONOHIC REVIEV EDITION OF -JULY 3}
DESCRIBED RECENT CONTACTS ALLEGEDLY MADE BY USG OFFICIALS
WITH “LAO RESISHANCE® ELEMENTS VISITING NEV YORK AND
WASHINGTON (REF A}, SUCH MEDIA COVERAGE OF CONTACT BETWEEN
U.S. OFFICIALS AND REPRESEMTATIVES OF THE LAD RESISTANCE,
HAY BRING O A KEW WAVE OF SEAIOUS PROBLEMS IN U.S.-LA0
BILATERAL RELATIONS AND FOR THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS OF
EHBASSY VIENTIANE. THESE MAY WELL GO FAR BEYOND WHAT WE
Kact RECENTLY FACED (N THE WAKE OF STCRIES ABOUT ALLEGED
"FORAYS® BY.PERSONS WITH SOME SOKT OF v.S. BACKING N
SEARCH OF MIA/PON INFORMATION AND/OR REMAINKS.
3. AS DEPARTHENT 1S WELL AVARE, THE VIENTIANE MEDIA
HAS BEEN REPORTING (FOR SOME YEARS NOW) TOTALLY
INACCURATE PROPAGANDA STORIES ABOUT U.S. ATTEMPIS T0
®SABOTAGE™ THE LAG ECONOMY, ABOUT VASHINGTON'S
“COOPERATION WITH THE BEIJING HEGEHOKISTS® T0 SUBVERT
THE LPDR, ABOUT AMER(ICAN "CONNIVANCE WITH THAY
REQCTIONARY C'RELEZ" YO FUND IRZURGEMCY ACTIVITIES ALONG

re 7

: cortD TRl LD THIT PRF. LD, BRI
Hink RICIRTLY RECURTALED IRCF3 6, Cand 0, Suce

ALLEGATIONS, THE NEAR-PARANOIA OF THE A0 REGIME'S RULING -
CLIQUE, AKD FREQUENT MISCONSTRUING BY THE AVERAGE LAD WHAT

INEHE R

_ ~ DEPAR
JOINT CHIEFS

OT1STYUN RUHTBKAL206 2230338

IM{EDIATE .

0 1103327 aug 81

|

M AMIMDASSY HANGKOK

TO  SLCSTATL wASHOC IMMEDIATE 4994 )

.“'u .

INFO JCRC BARBERS PT H] IMMEDIATE CINCPAC HONOLULY HI
CORUSACILH] FT SHATTER H) DA WASHINGTON DC//DY-1C1/
SLCDET WASHDC /10SD/1SA/PW-N1A//

AMIMBASSY VIENTIANE 3969 KMZORSUL UDORK 6538

BY

BANGKOK 35206
(LEVIN, BURTON) OR-~M

TAGS: MOPS. PLPK, LA, IH

SUBJ: POSSIBLE IMPENDING REMAINS TURNOVER
‘ T

REF: A, STATL 211472
1. - ENTIRE YEXT,)

2. IN MID-DAY 10 AUGUST TELEPHONE COMVERSATION

[XECUTIVE ROF LI8GYr of FAMILIES
nceitn In RC_LIAISON OFFICE
THAT A JURKQVER OF REMATR 0 TADS MAY Bf

IM4INENT. S, ANN GRIFFITHS ASKED 1T LWO

EOULL ATCEPT £0UP SETS F ReMaTns FRow LAO RE-
SISTANCE [LEMENTS I WO PAYMENT WAS DEMANDED.
LIAISOM OFFICER RISPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY. M.
GRIFFITHS TNDICATEU THAT A TURWOVER OF REMAINS
WAS IHMIKENT. BUT THAT MUCK HINGED ON WHETHER OR
NOT LKO WAS [MPOWERED TO ACCEPT THLSE REMAIMS,
SHE STATED THAT ROBERT SCHWAE HAD INDICATED

10 HER THAT LKO WOULD REFUSL TO ACCEPT REMAINS |f
OFFERED BY LAD RESISTANCE ELEMENTS. FURTHER, 1F
THIS WAS 50, MS, GRIFFITHS WAS PREPARED 10
IVHEDIATELY ("TOMORROK™) DISPATCH MR. GEORGE
BROOKS (4 LEAGUL BOARD MEMBER) YO THAILAKD To
ACCEPT THE RLVAINS. LIAISOK OFFICER REAFFIRMED
W[ WOULD ACCEPT PROFFERLD REMAINS,

3. MS. GRIFFITHS GAVE WO IKDICATION OF EXACTLY

WHEK THIS TURNOVER MIGHT OCCUR, OR WHERE. SHE

STATED THAT THE REMAINS ALLEGEDLY CONSIST OF 3
SKULLS. PLUS THE FRAGMCWTED REMAINS OF A FOURTH
INDIVIDUAL.  ALL FOUR ARE ALLEGEDLY FROM THE

CRASH SITE OF A (-130 AIRCRAFT WHICH CRASHED I

LAOS OK 24 NOVEMBER 1969. (COMMENT: THIS n
OBVIOUSLY CORRLLATES T0 RIFNO 1530 WHICH CRASHED

AT XC 902495, )

4. MS. GRIFFITHS WENT ON 10 MENTION THAT "SOM[
PEOPLE™ WERL UNHAPPY ABOUT THU PREVIOUS REMAINS
TURNOVER (THAT OF 13 JULY) BECAUSE THI LaAD '/,
RESISTANCE PEOPLE WERE NOT GIVEN PROPER CREDIT

FOR THEIF WORK, WHEN LIAISON OFFICER STATED THAT

OUR [FFORT SHOULD BE DIRECTED TOWARD RESOLVING
CASUALTIES RATHER THAN LEGITINIZING THE LA

RESISTANCE, ¥S. GRIFFITHS Acnftq_nul.cljluzn_lﬁﬁl
A POLICY R‘!|[t WAS UNDERWAY TN HAﬁHINGYON CON-
NING U.S. suppOm) HL LAD RE ISTANCE
TR ST T TORTACT 17y g
GRS LT TSR WotCTSTSHT W v 3
ONTACT YITH, SHf yaw MIRAL JON§§. LIAISON

OFFICER THEN STATED WIS ASSUMPTION YO MS,
GRIFFITHS THAT YVOLVED |

THIS PENDING REMAINS TURNOVER, Mg FRIFFITHS
Qgg{lgﬁlb THAT THIS wa$S sg,

5. COMMINT: THESE REMAINS HAVE BEEW THE SUBJECT oF

ACTION
INFO  SECDEF:(1) SECDEF(7) ASD:MRAL(2) USOP(15)

DI-1(1) DI-TC(1) SWS(1) AKT-X(1) DIO(1) Vp-az FRO(1)
DE(1) D6-2(1) DF-20(1) DB-aA(3) DB-5(1) DIA(1)

PR

N s

HCN=81223/01556 TOR=81223/0553Z

xXO
(Valas

d
SA

NSE
GE CENTER : e

A VARILTY OI REPORTS WHICH WL HAV[ pC NI1

TRACK DOWN, NS, GRIFTITHS MAY Of NAY[NOIR::;: "
THEIR WHEREABOUTS ANp TURNING THEW OVER TO US MY
OR MAY NOT gf IMMINENT, g ACCORDANCE wITH !
DEFARIMENT'S GUIDANCE (REF), v pLay TO HOWD

T0 THL JULY PRECEDENT 0F REFUSING TO ACCEPT REMAINS
ON CAMLRA BUT PERRITTING A PRESS INTERV LW WITH

JCRC OFFICL CHIEF, |5 “RESISTANC[® ELENENTS

: FORCE THL I1SSUL, wr wy(y ACCEPT REMAINS O

CRMERA. IN LATTER CAS( WL WILL INFORM THAJ
IN ADVANCE,

THE POTLNTIAL, FOR ADVERSE THAI REACTION.15 RUCH
INCRLASED.  THE THAT DO NOT wANT 10 g sgry

AS THI BASC FOR LAD RESISTANCE ACTIVITIgs, VI

ASk THAT DEPARTHINT/DOO APPROACH THE Lt agyg 10
POINT QUT POTENTIAL PRODLENS OF nyagjng (ag -
RESISTAMCE ACTIVITIES 1N THE FACE Of Thap
AUTHORITIES. YW OUR VIEW THER( 1§ 4 CONTRADICT 10w
BETWLEW  THL LEAGUL'S 0BJECTIV] of RECOVERINGR
REMAINS AND PUBLICIZING THE LAD REsIsTaNCE. Vi -
THINK THIS SHOULD BE POIWED 0UT 10 Te, :
THE PRIVIOUS TURNOVER RECLIVED Cowsippap¢ PRESS
HERE, MO WE DETUSED THE FOREIGH MigsTRY by
GLTTING TO THEM WITH THE STORY Brforg 11 BECANT
WIDELY PUBLICIZED, .
LEVIN '

€. It THIS TURNOVER BECOMES A MEpIA [VENT, '

BT

. {:} » (:CL112(4SZ. JeRC
o Bk

N

TAD=81223/06147 COSN=HAJ4G] "2
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JOINT CH

OTICIYUW RUNTBKAS673 22
IMMEDIATE s

0 1310557 AUG 81 .

FH ANENHASSY BANGKOK
TO  SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5209

INFO JCRC BARBERS PT y1 TMMEDIATE
CInce
:ffDEF WASHDC //0SD/1SA/pW-N1A// lHEDI:gEM
WASHINGTON DC//D1-3¢// IMMEDIATE
CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI PRIORITY
AMCONSUL HONG KoOwg PRIORITY 2962
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 7399

ONOLULU WY IMMEDIATE

- ANCONSUL UDORN PRIORITY 6639

BANGKOK 35673

|
- (LEVIN, -
Was: wps, e, n, 1L URTON) OR-H

SUBJ: TURNOVER OF HuMAy REMAINS

REFS: A, STATE 211472 (NOTAL), B. BAN

C. BANGKOK 35372 (NOTAL), D, BANGKoK GKOK 35206 (NoTat),

35423 (NOTAL)

i,

T TS 0 WERGRS gy e g L AT
LAOS, WERE TumN

3:525;2&2;' JCRC REPRESENTATIVE gy LEAGUE oF FMfEIES

il :\SIE':: giggg: BROOKS AND A L4p NATIONAL

:; 1400 HOURS 13 I'\“ﬂ“" '“'T“Iu:z:gZSROIO‘?:EPWE

o € s B sy o oy EPT To

 THE 0,8,
EVENT WAS FILMED By BOTH ABC-TV :Ng CB(S;?}TI\ER""EW.

AT A ROON IN A LoCAL HOTEL,
L. THIS evew
FILMED, BUT BY age OKLY.  BROOKS ANp KIS::: #‘:3

THE US WOULD DEAL WITH
THE
RECOVER REMAINS. K NOTED

3,

o cunuugfgco:ILL REPORT BY SEPARATE WESSAGE [y

ON DETAILS SUBSEQUENT DEBRIEF OF KagsEw
RELATED TO THE RECOVERY oF Tyt REMAINS

4,

ST TIC R it LML
OVEr,

CHIEF ASDA SAW Ng PROBLEM AND PASSED T:EAH([JJ;;IS;ON

T0 THE POLITICAL DIvI
DETALLS a5y SION. wt SUBSEQUENTLY PROVIDED

5, p

D00 NOTE; :;s$u2$13?“§§;7::uguggE:T oLl
0PE

GOVERNNENTS IN INDOCHINA WLy PROVIDE :S:I

ACTION
IRFQ CJCS: (1) cJcs(3) 0JS(2) 33(5) 3s(2) (U.N.C)

0B-4A(1) DB~5(1) pra (1) 0B-38(2)
1

+CSA WASHINGTOW 3c W

+CNO WASHINGTON pe

+CSAF WASHINGTON pe

+ANMCC

MCN=81225/03559 TOR=81225/21217

' DEPART
[EFS OPEQ

-

TAD=81225/21477

fr)c 540*5’./).‘//’/‘

'
1

ﬁﬁggu:;xuc BUT ARE WILLIKG To AccEPT RE;AXNS

row cIu§g¥RCE THAT DOES NOT SEEK pAYMEWT,

b ve ¢ CONFIRM REMAINS ARE ANERICAN WITHoUT
ICATION PROCEDURES AWD THE WEXT STEP WILL

BE NILITARY ESCORT OF R
THAT PURPOSE. EMAINS TO HAWAIL FOR

COSN=M| | 684

PAGE 1 OF |
1310552 "AUG 8]

PAGE O - HSS = 3036 .
INHEDIATE -~ -~ S181 CHARACTERS
RCFLRUNCE FROM CINCPAC HONOLULU KI, SSK 4752 AT 13 00421 AVGS1
ROUTING ASSEGNED *BY HSS:

ASPC
PRINTER ASSIGNED BY'Hss

ca1s il
SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY HSS:

0G3, CINCPAC, SE ASIA,
DICTIONARY: G3, PROFILE:

299 316 713
NHIC-AUTODIN HSG NUHBER:

121013286
COSK = NSSSTB  HON = 81225/60258  TOR = 812250654
£101:
OTTULYUN RUKOSGG 4752 225005, -RUEKDIC
IR
E162:

0 1300421 AUG 8}

FH CIHCPAC HONOLULU HI

10 RUEKJCS/0ASO (PA} WASHINGTOW DC//DDI//
INFO RUHJOB /USDAOD BANGKOK TH

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DI-K/DI-D//
RUHJQB /AHEHBASSY BANGKOK

RUEHC  /SICSTATE WASH DC//EANLK//
RUHKKHA/COR USACILKI FT SHAFTER H1

RUMJIFS /AHEHBASSY VIENTIANE

BY

£203:

t1o4:

SUBJ:  PUBLIC AFTAIRS GUIDANCE ON RECOVERY OF ALLEGED U.5. REHAINS
I LAOS

£105:

A, AMENBASSY BANGKOK 1183321 AUG 81
B. USDAQ BANGKOK 1112121 AUG 81
1. REFS (A} AND (8] INDICATE POSSIBLE TURHOVER OF REMAINS FROM LAOS
HAY OCCUR IN THE NEAR FUTURE.
2. JCRC EXECUTIVE OFFICER, LT LOREN DECKER, IS LEAVING HONOLULY
1138, 12 RUGUST VIA PAN AH ENROUTE TO BANGKOK; SHOULD REHAINS BE
TURKED OVER HE WILL ESCORT THEH BACK COHHERCIALLY.
3. THE FOLLONING 1S PROPOSED PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE FOR SUBJECT
RECOVERY:
A. RISPONSE TO QUERY: A QUANTITY OF SKELETAL REMAINS ALLEGED TO
BE THOSE OF FOUR AHERICAN SERVICEKEN WHO CRASHED IN LAOS HAVE BEEN
RECEIVED BY THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER (JCRC) LIAISON
OFFICE [N BANGKOK ON {DATE TO BE DETERHMINED)., THESE REHAINS WILL BE
ESCORTED 10 THE U.S. ARHY CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY, HAWAII,
B. QUESTIONS AKD ANSWERS:
Ql:  HOW WILL THE REMAINS BE SENT T0 HAWAII?
Al:  THE SKELETAL REMAINS WILL BE ESCORTED BY HILITARY
ESCORT OFFICER TO HAWAIL,
02:  HOW LONG WILL 1T TRKE TO IDENTIFY THE ALLEGED V.S,
REHAINS?
A2: A TEWTATIVE ESTIHATE CANNOT BE HMADE URTIL THE REHAINS
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE U.S. ARMY CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY
HAWALL,
@3 HOW WERE THE REHAINS RECOVERED?
A} WE HAVE NO OFFICIAL DETAILS OF THE ACTUAL RECOVERY OF
THE REKAINS,  THE ALLEGED U.S. REMAINS WERE PRESENTED TO THE JCRC
LIAISQH OFFCE IN BENGKOK ON (DATE TO BE DETERMINED) 1981. THE
REMAINS NERE 1N THE CUSTODY OF LAO CITIZENS LIVING TH THAILAND
WHO WERE NOT ACTING AT THE REQUEST
OF THE U.S. GOVERNHENT AT THE TIME OF THE RECOVERY.
0€: VILL THERE BE & CEREHONY?
h: BECAUSE OF THE CIRCUHSTANCES SURROUNDING THE RETURN
OF THE RERAIKS (FYI, THE LACK OF PRELIHINARY INFORHATION UPON WHICH
TO HAKD AN INITLAL, POSITIVE DETERMINATION THAT ThE REHAINS ARE (W
FACT U.S. STRVICEMER]) A CEFEHDNY 1S HOT AFPROFRIATE UPON APRIVAL

;. DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

LoiE 50 B0 e

Lheoy

[N HAMALL, HOWCVER, SHOULD FOSITIVE IDENTIFICATION B HADE ATTER
AHALYSIS BY THE U.S. ARHY CENTRAL ID[NHHCM',ION LABORATORY HAVA)
AN APPROPRIATE CERUNMONY WILL BE HELD UPON DIPARTURE OF THL RCHAIN
10 THE HAINLAND,

0%:  WHAT IS THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER LCRC)
AND 175 HISSION?

AS:  THE JOYNT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER (JCRC) IS A
UNITED STATES HILITARY TASK FORCE DESIGHATED 10 ASSIST. 1IN TH
RECOVERY OR STATUS RESOLUTION OF UNACCOUNTED FOR U.S. PERSONNEL |
THE SOUTHLAST ASIAN CONFLICT, JCRC HAINTAINS ACTIVE CASE FILES ¢
2445 U, S, HILITARY PERSONHEL AND 41 U.S. CIVILIANS WNO ARE LISTED
AS HISSING QR KILLED IN ACTION,

THE JCRC IS A JOINT SERVICE, HUHANITARIRY ORGANITATION, ESTAB-
LISHED BY DIRECTION OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAIF IN JRHUARY 1973
IN SAIGON. CURRENTLY, THE JCRC 1S HANRED BY TWELVE HILITARY PERS(
NEL AND TVNO CIVILLANS., INCLUDED IN THE HANNING 1S A THREE-HAN
LIAISON OFFICE ATTACHED TO THE U.S. EHBASSY [N BANGKOK, THAILAND,

Q6:  WOULD. YOU DESCRIBE WHAT THE U,S. ARIY CLNTRAL
IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY DOES? x

R6:  WHENEVER RCMAINS ARE RECOVERED OR RETURMED, THEY ARE
DEL JVERED T0O THE CENTRAL I1DENTIFICATION LABORATORY, A DEPARTHENT C
THE ARHY ACTIVITY N HONOLULU, FOR OFFICIAL 1DENTIF{CATION,
ANALYSTS COMPARE INFORHATION PROVIDED BY THE RETURNING COUNTRY WiT
DATA IN THEIR FILES AND THOSE OF JCRC TO PREPARE A*LIST OF CANDIDA
IDENTIFICATIONS, LABORATORY PROFESSIONALS THEN COHPARE RECORDED

. PHYSIOLOGICAL CBARACTERISTICS OF THE CANDIDATES WITH THE- ACTUAL

REHAINS TO ARRIVE AT A TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION, TNIS TENTATIVE
[DENTIFICATION 1S REVIEWED BY THE ARMED SERVICES GRAVES REGISTRAT
ORGANIZATION PRICR TO BEING SUSHITYED 10 THE APPRODRIATE HIL{TARY
SERVICE,

Q7:  HAVE THE RCHAINS WRICK WENE RCTURNED OH 13 JULY 198
BEEM IDENTIFIED YET?

A7:  THE EXTREMELY FRAGHENTED SKELETAL REHAINS AULEGED T0
BE U.S. SERVICEHEM WHO CRASHED IN LAOS WERE TURKED OVER™TO THE U.S
ARMY CENTRAL IDENTIFECATION LAEORATORY Ih HONOLULU 20 JULY WHERE
THE IDENTIFICATION PROCESS CONTINUES.
L, THERE WILL BE HO FHOTO OPPORTUNITY UFOH ARRIVAL IemaVAll,
CINCPAC PAD WILL PROVIDE THL ARRIVAL DATE WHEN KNOWM AND VILL
CONF IRH ACTUAL ARRIVAL AND DELIVERY 1O THC (IL.
5. RECONMEND APPROVAL OF ABOVE GUIDANCE. POC 15 CAPT STROLE/
(COL HEKIGAN, 477-6479/6880.
87
[106:

ACTION ASD: PA (¥) . U, 1483
INFO  SECDEF: (x) SECDEF (x) USOP (XX} DI-D(x) DI (%) NMIC (1)
AT(X) AAT-X(X) DB-2(t) D8-2C(X) DIA )
TOTAL COPILS REQUIRCD .
£4752
NHNN
£107;




o

' ARTMENT OF DEFENSE :
JOINT CH?EFS OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER |
PTTCZYUW RUMTBKAOS2 K 2510207
PRIORITY
P 0802037 SEP 81

|

FM USDAO BANGKOK
T0  JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY

I FT SHAFTER HI
NOLULU H1//2/d3/J36// CDRUSACILH
e g:zcgﬁgHTSGTON pc//nl-7c// SECSTATE WASHDC//EA/VLK//

AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE AMCONSUL UDORN PQUCH A
BT
BANGKOK 40524
CITE: 3183 Sep 81.
SUBJ: HMORE HUMAN REMAINS FROM LAOS?

VENING OF 7 SEPT, JCRC LIAISON OFFICER WAS
éALLED BYELOCAL CBS REP, MR. STEVE PATTEN. PATTENN$ZQ$ED
HE HAD JUST RECEIVED A TELEGRAM FROM AN UNNAMED CgATTEN
IN UBON REQUESTING PATTEN'S IMMEDIATE PRESENCE. e
ASKED LNO |F HE HAD HEARD ANYTHING ABOUT MORE REME
BEING BROUGHT INTO THAILAND FROM LAOS. LNO REPL! DD
THAT HE HAD NOT HEARD OF ANY SUCH EVENT, BUT ALLOWE
AS HOW SUCH A THING WAS DISTINCTLY POSSIBLE.

2. PATTEN WAS NOT SURE OF WHETHER HE WAS BEING
SUMHONED TO ACCEPT REMAINS, OR TO BE TOLD INFORMATION
RELATED 10 THE RECOVERY OF REMAINS. PATTEN DID NOT
REVEAL HIS SOURCE (LNO DID NOT ASK FOR NAME), BUT -
DESCRIBED HIM AS "TRUSTWORTHY''. PATTEN STATED HIS IN$
TION TO DEPART FOR UBON BY CAR EARLY MORNING OF 8 SEPT.
HE ASSURED LNO HE WOULD BE IN CONTACT IMMEDIATELY

UPON HIS RETURN TO BANGKOK.

BT

ACT 1 ON (U.6,8,F)

NEO  DI-7C(1) NMIC(1) RSS-3B(1) AT(1)
| 0B-2(1) DB-2C(1) DIA()

MCN=81251/00171 TOR=81251/02071 TAD=81251/02072 COSN=M11859

PAGE 1 OF |
0502032 SEP 81

SNy

S

N

SEE TENT
' DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

| MSS = nran

PRIORITY -- SEE TEXT --

REFERENCE FROM HG DA WASHDC/ /DAAG-PED/ /|
ROUTING ASSIGNED BY MsS

PAGE 0]

= 1776 CHARACTERS
S5N 4993 AT 18 13007 sepd )

ASPC L0
PRINTER ASSIGNED BY MSS: —

cais (), /- /LE
SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY MSS:

DG9, HODA, SE ASIA,
DICTIONARY: G9, PROFILE;

HCOMING

ps—— Ty
299 316 761 '
NMIC-AUTODIN MSG NUMBER:
10-112726
CDSN = NSS5233 MCN = 81261/093807 TOR = 812611841
EzZ@1: . :
PTTEZYUW RUEADWD 4993 2611841 ~-RUEKDIC,. o -
ZNY :
EZB¢: '
P R 181300z Sep g
FM HQ DA WASHDC//DAAG-PED/ /
TO RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//DAAG-PED-H//
INFO RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE WASHDC //D-HA,/ =
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC _
RUEKJCS/0ASD WASHDC //ISA-PVW// ) .
RUEADWD/CSA WASHDC
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHDC
RUENAAA/CNO WASHDC ‘ -
RUWTMAB/AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//MPCCM/MPCCA, /
RUEBJIA/BUMED WASHDC //CODE 3134,/
RUEACNP/CNMPC WASH DC//CODE 64,/
RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J-36,/
RUHHHMA/CORWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI //APOP/,
RUHQPBA/CDRJCRC NAS BARBERS PT HI1//CDD-CRB//
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC //DI1-7C/DI-D// i
AT
EZD3:
EZB 4.
SUBJECT: IDENTIFICATION OF REMAINS _ .
EZ@S; . )
A, CDRUSACILHI LTR DTD 8 SEP 81, SUBJECT CILHI op@8-81, GROUP -
REMAINS, (AOS.
B. CDRUSACILHI LTR DTD 8 SEP 8!, SUBJECT: REMAINS RECOVERED FROM e

LAOS: CILHI @809-81, CILHI @0106-81, CILHI ga11-81 AND CILHI ¢ot2-g].
1. ON 15 SEP 81 THE ASGRO BOARD OF REVIEW APPROVED THE RECOMMEND-
TIONS THAT SUBJECT REMAINS, CILHI gog8-81 BE DESIGNATED AS FOUR
COMMINGLED UNKNOWN MONGOL 01D (SOUTHEAST ASIA ORIGIN) REMAINS AND
THAT SUBJECT REMAINS, CILHI 0009-81, CILHI 6016-81, CILHI ed11-81

AND CILHI ¢g12-8] BE DESIGNATED AS FOUR INDIVIDUAL UNKNOWN MONGOL 01D
(SOUTHEAST ASIA ORIGIN) REMAINS

2. 1AW PARA 2 REF A AND B COORDINATE ACTION WITH CDR JCRC
BT

EZ06: - !

{
ACTION

M)
INFO J3 (x) Ccucs: () CJCS ) Dys (x) SJCS (x) Js5 (x)

SECDEF: (x) SECDEF () uspp xx) DI-D (x) DI-7C (r)
NMIC (1) DB-2¢ (x) DIA (x)

44993

NNNN
EZ07;

SEE TEXT

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED !

e




“ﬁ 01 STATE 25469
ORIGIN fA-12 |

Depdrtment of State

6778

{KFO OCT-B0  ADS-0DO  INR-10 SS-15  CIAE-80 DODE-98 H-01
NSCE-80 MSAE-08 HA-g6  L(-83°  PH-p9  INRE-08 SP-B2

/858 R

DRAFTED BY EA/VLK: BSHARVEY: JY
APPROVED BY EA: JHHOLDRIDGE
EA/VLK: LDANDERSON
DOD/ISA: JFER
EA: DAQ’ DONOHUE (ORAFT)
JCS: JEDALTON
KSC: BKIMMITT
srbssssesaseensens B73256  24B4BAL /15

0 R 2323311 SEP 81
FN SECSTATE WASHDC
T0 AMEMBASSY VIEHTIANE IMMEDIATE
INFO AHEMBASSY BANGKOK

£:NuPAC HONOLULU HAWAIT g8g8
AKENBASSY HANILA

JCRC BARBER PT HI

STATE 254636
JOINT STATE/DEFENSE HESSAGE,
(HOLDR1DGE, JOKN H. ]
TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, HHOL, LA, US |

SUBJECT: HIA INITIATIVES IN LAOS; ORDNANCE REMOVAL
HANILA FOR DAS O'CONOHUE WITH DEPSECOEF CARLUCCI PARTY

REF: A, VIENTIANE 731, B. VIENTIANE 720, C. STATE 232889

1, -ENTIRE EXTI.

2. AS NOTED REF C, SEKATOR HAYAKAWA’S ORDNANCE DISPOSAL
PROPOSAL IS ONE OF SEVERAL SUGGESTED HIA INITIATIVES UNDER
CONSIDERATION. OUR INITIAL REACTION TO THE HAYAKAWA
PROPOSAL 1S GENERALLY FAVORABLE, ALTHOUGH WE HUST STUDY
THE PROPOSAL CAREFULLY. SHOULD WE PROCEED, WE WOULD BE
INCLINED TO LIKIT ORDNANCE DISPOSAL TO A HGDEST PROJECT
AND TO TIE §T DIRECTLY TO CRASH SITE ACCESS (AS YOU HAD
PROPOSED EARLIERT.

3, ALTHOUGH OEPARTHENT AND DOD NOT YET READY TO HOVE
AHEAD AT FULL SPEED ON THIS PROPOSAL, WE BELIEVE SOME
INITIAL GROUND WORK SHOULD BE LAID. AT SOME POINT EARLY
ON, JCRC AND QRDNANCE DISPOSAL EXPERTS, CIVILIAN AND/OR
MILITARY, WOULD NEED TO BE (NVOLVED IN THE TALKS WITH THE
LAO. EITHER U.S. EXPERTS COULD VISIT VIENTIANE, OR LPDR
PERSONNEL WHO WOULD BE CHARGED WITH DESIGNING AND/OR
SUPERVISING SUCH A PROJECT COULD BE “INVITED TO JCRC/CIL N

KONOLULU AT USG EXPENSE

4, IN ORDER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE OPEMING RECENTLY

CREATED BY CODEL HAYAKAWA'S CONVERSATION, WE WOULD LIKE

R GENERAL REACTIOH TQ THE SENATOR'S PROPOSAL CONVEYED
' THE LAO GOVERKHENT PROMPTLY

AT AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY, CHARGE SHOULD NAKE THE FOLLOW-

OINTS AT THE HOST SENIOR POSSIBLE LEVEL OF THE HFA:

S. APPRECIATES THE FRIENDLY HANNER IM WHICH THE
VED CODEL HAYAKAWA. VWE VIEW THE VISIT AS THE
© WHAT USG WOULD LIKE TO SEE AS A POSITIVE
TERAL RELATIONS,

9 LIKE TO FOLLOW UP ON THE GOOD BEGINNING
ARYAKAVA VISIT 20T AN ACT OF GOOD FAITH

STATE 254636
DESIGNED TO FURTHER COOPERATION IN AREAS OF HUTUAL CONCERN

- THE U.S., GOVERKMENT 1S INTERESTED IN PURSUING'FURTﬂER

AND SERIOUSLY SENATOR HAYAKAMA'S PROPOSAL FOR ML
ORDNAMCE REMOVAL PROJECT IN THE CONTEXT OF COOPERAI%QN IN
ACCOUNTING FOR AHERICAN HIA’S. THIS APPROACH WOULD BENE: ™
FIT BOTH THE LAQ AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

«= | HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO INFORM YOU THAT THE U.§
GOVERMHENT IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER A PROGRAM OF LIHITED
ORDNANCE REMOVAL IN THE AREA OF ONE OR MORE KNOWN CRASH
SITES. THE PROGRAM WOULD BE .DESIGNED TO CLEAR ACCESS TO
THE CRASH SITE, MAKE A SYSTEMATIC SEARCH OF THE TREATED
AREA FOR REMAINS OF MIA’S, AND RETURN THE AREA AROUND THE
CRASH SITE TO A SAFE CONDITION FOR CIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND
USE, EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE ORDNANCE CLEARING AND
CRASH SITE VISIT WOULD BE COVERED BY THE U.S. GOVERNHENT,
«- VE WOULD CONTEHPLATE THAT THE PROGRAM WOULD BE HODEST
IN SIZE, ENCOMPASSING ONE OR A FEW CRASH SITES. TS
THEN DETERMINED THAT THE PROGRAN HEETS THE NEEDS AND CON-
CERKS OF THE LAO AND AMERICAN PEOPLE, 175 SCOPE COULD BE
SUBSEQUENTLY REEVALUATED.

<= USG WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER AN ORDNANCE REMOVAL PROJECT
SHOULD BE SEEN AS AN ACT OF GOOD IHTENTION ON OUR PART
DESIGNED TO BENEFIT BOTH OUR PEOPLES AND TO IMPROVE B1-
LATERAL RELATIONS, AS THE LPOR GOVERNMENT IS AWARE, THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT AKD PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DEEPLY CONCERNED BY
THE LAGK OF PROGRESS IN AREAS OF HUTUAL COMCERN, PARTICU-
LARLY N AS FULL AS POSSIBLE AN ACCOUNTING FOR HIAS,

~= THE LPDR SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE OISAPPOINTING RESULTS
OF OFFICIAL EFFORTS TO OBTALN A PROPER ACCOUNTING FOR
AMERICANS MISSING IN LAOS HAS LED SCHE FAHILY HEMBERS TO
TURN TO PRIVATE GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO CLAIM THAT
THROUGH COOPERATION WITH LAO RESISTANCE ORGANIZATIONS THEY
CAN PROVIDE REHAINS OF DEA;0 AMERICANS. WHEN REMAINS
PURPORTED TO BE THOSE OF DEAD AHERICANS ARE OFFERED T0
U.S. GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES, OUR HUMANITARIAN CONCERN
FOR THE FAMILIES OF THE HIA'S AND THE LACK OF RESULTS
THROUGH OFFICIAL CHANNELS COMPEL US TO ACCEPT REMAINS FROH
ANY SOURCE WHICH OFFERS TO PROVIDE THEM WITHOUT EﬁYHENL
GOVERNHENT-TO-GOVERNHENT COOPERATION IN SEARCHING FOR
REHAINS AND ACCOUNTING FOR MIA‘S WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAI
THIS IMPORTANT HUMAWITARIAN MATTER 1S DEALT WITH PROPERLY
AS PART OF THE NORMAL CONDUCT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN QUR TWQ
STATES.

== WE HOPE THAT DIFFERENCES IN PERSPECTIVE OVER REGIONAL
AND INTERNATIONAL MATTERS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE
WiTH COOPERATION AND PROGRESS IN THIS PROJECT AND OTHER
ASPECTS OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS,

=~ NE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR INFORHING US OF YOUR GOVERH-
HENT’S REACTION T0 THIS PROPOSAL AT AN EARLY DATE, S0 THAT
DISCUSSIONS, INCLUDING USG TECHNICAL EXPERTS, HIGHT BE
HELD TO DEVELOP A PROJECT PROPOSAL,

CLARK

4726;/9 Vfﬂf}:)vwﬁ;~q
QUTGOING «
TELEGRAM

|

"k*(nr 01 STATE 254696 .

ORIGIN EA-12 |

Depa'rtment of State

6778

INFO OCT-g0 ADS-DO  INR-18  SS-15  CIAE-88 OODE-B0 H-01
NSCL-B0 MHSAE-88 HA-06  L-83  PH-89 IKRE-08  SP-02

/858 R

DRAFTED BY EA/VLK: BSHARVEY: JY
APPROVED BY EA: JHHOLORIDGE
EA/VLK: LDANDERSON
DOD/1$A: JFER
£A: 040’ DONOKUE (ORAF T
4GSz JEDALTON
NSC: BKIMMITT
e 013256 2484841 /15
0 R 2323371 SEP 81
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
10 AMEHBASSY VIENTIAUE IHHEDIATE
INFO AMEHBASSY BANGKOK
£IKGPAC HONOLULY HAVAI1 8808
AHEMBASSY HANILA
JCRC BARBER PT HI

STATE 254696
JOINT STATE/DEFENSE HESSAGE,
(HOLORIDGE, JOHH H,)
TAGS: PEPR, HOPS, HMCL, LA, US |

SUBJECT: HIA INITIATIVES IN LAOS; ORONANCE REHOVAL
HANILA FOR DAS O'DOHOHUE WITH DEPSECDEF CARLUGCI PARTY
REF: A, VIENTIANE 738, B. VIENTIANE 728, C. STATE 232089

L -ENTIRE TEXT)

2. AS NOTED REF C, SENATOR HAYAKAWA’S ORDNANCE DISPOSAL
PROPOSAL 1S ONE OF SEVERAL SUGGESTED HIA INITIATIVES UNDER
CONSIDERATION. OUR INITIAL REACTION TO THE HAYAKAWA
PROPOSAL 1S GENERALLY FAVORABLE, ALTHOUGH WE MUST STUDY
THE PROPOSAL CAREFULLY. SHOULD WE PROCEED, WE NOULD BE
INCLINED TO LIMIT ORDNANCE D1SPOSAL TO A MODEST PROJECT
AND TO TIE IT DIRECTLY TO CRASH SITE ACCESS (AS YOU HAD
PROPOSED EARLIERT.

3, ALTHOUGH DEPARTHENT AND DOD WOT YET READY TO HOVE
AHEAD AT FULL SPEED ON THIS PROPOSAL, WE BELIEVE SOHE
INITIAL GROUND WORM SHOULD BE LAID. AT SOME POINT EARLY
ON, JCRC AND ORDNANCE DISPOSAL EXPERTS, CIVILIAN AND/OR
HILITARY, WOULD NEED TO BE INVOLVED IN THE TALKS WITH THE
LAO. EITHER U.S, EXPERTS COULD VISIT VIENTIANE, OR LPOR
PERSORNEL WHO WOULD BE CHARGED WITH DESIGNING AND/OR
SUPERVISING SUCH A PROJECT COULD BE 'IHVITED TO JCRC/CIL [N

HOHOLULU AT USG EXPENSE.

&, IN ORDER TO TAKE AOVANTAGE OF THE QPENING RECENTLY

CREATED BY CODEL HAYAKAWA'S CONVERSATION, WE WOULD LIKE

R GENERAL REACTION TO THE SENATOR'S PROPOSAL CONVEYED
' THE LAQ GOVERNHENT PROHPTLY,

AT AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY, CHARGE SHOULD HAKE THE FOLLOW-

QINTS AT THE HOST SENIOR POSSIBLE LEVEL OF THE HFA:

S. APPRECIATES THE FRIENDLY HANHER IN WHICH THE
VED CODEL HAYAKAWA. WE VIEW THE VISIT AS THE
 WHAT USG WOULD LIKE TO SEE AS A POSITIVE
TERAL RELATIONS.

% LIKE TO FOLLOW UP ON THE GOOD BEGINNING
ARYAKAWA ViSIT LIT! AN ACT OF GOOD FAITH

%ﬁ’[\-/ V-’I.,(. (,/‘("‘/‘(’ o~

| 5&¢\3_¢/4;@}J

OUTGO NG ~
TELEGRAM -

STATE 254686
DESIGNED TO FURTHER COOPERATION IN AREAS OF HUTUAL CONCERN,

<« THE U, S. GOVERNNENT IS INTERESTED IN PURSUING FURTHER
AND SERIQUSLY SENATOR HAYAKAWA'S PROPOSAL fOR Aﬂ;_ ',
ORDNANCE REMOVAL PROJECT N THE CONTEXT OF COOPERAI*RN N
ACCOUNTING FOR AMERICAN HIA’S. THIS APPROACH WOULD™BENE® ™
FIT BOTH THE LAO AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,

== | HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO INFORM YOU THAT THE U.S.
GOVERNHEKT 1S PREPARED 10 CONSIDER A PROGRAM OF LIMITED
ORDNANCE REMOVAL (N THE AREA OF ONE OR HORE KNOWH CRASH
SITES. THE PROGRAM WOULD BE -DESIGNED TO CLEAR ACCESS TO
THE CRASH SITE, HAKE A SYSTEHATIC SEARCH OF THE TREATED
AREA FOR REHAINS OF HIA‘S, AND RETURN THE AREA AROUND THE
CRASH SITE TO A SAFE CONGITION FOR CIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND
USE. EXPENSES IHCURRED (N THE ORDNANCE CLEARING AND
CRASH SITE VISIT WOULD BE COVERED BY THE U.S. GOVERNHENT,
== WE WOULD CONTEMPLATE THAT THE PROGRAH WOULD EE MODEST
IN SIZE, ENCOMPASSING ONE OR A FEW CRASH SITES. IFIT 1S
THEN DETERMINED THAT THE PROGRAM MEETS THE REEDS AND CON-
CERNS OF THE LAO AND AMERICAN PEOPLE, ITS SCOPE COULD BE
SUBSEQUENTLY REEVALUATED.

~= USG WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER AN ORDNANCE REMOVAL PROJECT
SHOULD BE SEEN AS AN ACT OF GOOD INTENTION ON OUR PART
DESIGNED TO BENEFIT BOTH OUR PEOPLES AND TO IMPROVE B1-
LATERAL RELATIONS, AS THE LPOR GOVERNHENT IS AWARE, THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DEEPLY CONCERKED BY
THE LACK OF PROGRESS IN AREAS OF HUTUAL COMCERN, PARTICU-
LARLY IN AS FULL AS POSSIBLE AN ACCOUNTING FOR HIAS,

== THE LPDR SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE DISAPPOIRTING RESULTS
OF OFFICIAL EFFORTS TO OBTAIN A PROPER ACCOUNTING FOR
AHERICANS HISSING IN LAOS HAS LED SOME FAHILY HEMBERS TO
TURN TO PRIVATE GROUPS AND INDIVIOUALS WHO CLAIN THAT
THROUGH COOPERATION WITH LAD RESISTANCE ORGANIZATIONS THEY
CAN PROVIDE REMAINS OF DEA;D AMERICANS. WHEN REHAINS
PURPORTED TO BE THOSE OF DEAD AMERICANS ARE OFFERED TO
U.S. GOVERNHENT REPRESENTATIVES, OUR HUMANITARIAN CONCERR
FOR THE FAMILIES OF THE HIA'S AND THE LACK OF RESULTS
THROUGH OFF§CIAL CHANNELS COMPEL US TO ACCEPT REMAINS FROH
AHY SOURCE WHICH OFFERS TO PROVIDE THEM WITHQUT EAYHENT.
GOVERNHENT-TO-GOVERNMENT COOPERATION (K SEARCHING FOR
REMAINS AND ACCOUKTING FOR HIA’S WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAT
THIS {HPORTANT HUMANITARIAK HATTER IS DEALT WITH PROPERLY,
AS PART OF THE NORMAL CONOUCT OF RELATIOHS BETWEEN OUR TWO
STATES.

-~ WE HOPE THAT DIFFERENCES IN PERSPECTIVE OVER REGIONAL
AND INTERNATIONAL MATTERS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE
WITH COOPERATION AND PROGRESS IN THIS PROJECT AND OTHER
ASPECTS OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS.

=~ NE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR INFQRHING US OF YOUR GOVERH-
MENT’S REACTION TO THIS PROPOSAL AT AN EARLY DATE, SO THAT
DISCUSSIONS, INCLUDING USG TECHNICAL EXPERTS, HIGHT BE
HELD TO DEVELOP A PROJECT PROPOSAL.

CLARK
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1 | CHuklbby
ACTION
COPY

PeGE B)
ACTION EA-12 .

INFO OCT-BI  ADS-B8  INR-13  &S-1S
NSCE-06 NSAE-B6 SS0-00 HA-B6  L-B3  PH-03
sP-02 /899 W A

------------------ 13225 2508592 /15

ClAE-08 DODE-£@ H-01

0 R 2587521 SEP 81
FH AHEHBASSY VIENTIANE

10 SECSTATE WASHDC IMHEDIATE 2888

INFO ANEMBASSY BANGKOK

CINCPAC HONOLULU HI

JCRC BARBERS PT Hi

CORUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI //DAAG-PEQ-H//

BANGKOK ALSO FOR JCRC

(HOSER, LEO J.) OR-H
TAGS: PEPR, HOPS, MMOL, LA, US
SUBJ: MIA INITIATIVES N LAOS: ORDNANCE REMOVAL

REF: STATE 254696 (ROTAL)

2. IPON RECEIPT OF REFTEL, | PUT IN A REQUEST TO SEE
ACTING FONMIN KHOUN CHANDENG. HORNING OF FRIDAY, SEPT 25,
THE MFA CALLED 10 CONFIRH AN APPOINTHENT WITH PHEUIPHANH
HGAOSIVATH, DIRECTOR OF DEPARTHERT TWO, MFA. POINTS
CONTAINED IN REFTEL WERE MADE WITH PHEUIPHANK. A “NON-
PAPER™ {NCORPORATING HY INSTRUCTIONS WAS LEFT WITH HIH
IN ORDER O (HCREASE THE CHANCE THAT THE HATTER WOULD BE
PROPERLY RAISED TO THE WIGHEST LEVELS WITHIN THE LPOR.
PHEUIPHANH SEEMED TO WELCOME THE PRESERTATION, BUT HE
WAS, OF COURSE, NOT INSTRUCTED ON HOW TO RESPOND TO THE
SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS

3. | EMPHASIZED THAT THE USG IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER A

PROGRAH OF LIMITED CRONANCE REMOVAL IN THE AREA OF ONE OR MORE
KNOWN CRASH SITES, SINCE SEHATOR HAYAKAWA'S REFERENCE Y0
ORDNANCE REHOVAL HAD SPECIFICALLY CENTERED ON XIANGKHOUANG
PROVINCE, | RAISED WITH PHEUIPHANH OUR DIPLOMATIC KOTE OF SEPT 3,
1988 AND PROVIDED KIM ONCE AGAIN WITH THE COORDINATES OF THE ONE
LOCATION SPECIFICALLY CITED N THAT NOTE THAT FELL WITHIN THE
XIANGKHOUANG PLAIK. (THIS WAS LOCATION 13~19-N/183-6E, WHERE AN
F-4 £ WENT DOWNTON SEPT 2, 1872 WITH TWO PARACHUTES ON THE
GROUND.) 1 LAOS SHOWED KIM SOME BRIEFING HAPS THAT WE HAD
RECEIVED FROM JCRC THAT SHOWED VERY HANY |DENTIFIED CRASH

SITES WITHIN XIANGKHOUANG PROVINCE. HY OBJECTIVE IN ADDING
THESE SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO KNOWN CRASH SITES [N XIAKGKHOUANG
WAS TO INCREASE THE CHANCE THAT WE COULO ACTUALLY BEGIN TO XERO
IN ON AREAS [N WHICH THE LAO WOULD BE INTERESTED FROM AN ORDNANCE
REHOVAL POINT OF VIEW AND IN WHICH WE WERE INTERESTED FROM A
HISSING-IK-ACTION POINT OF VIEW,

4, | HEMTIONED TO PHEUIPHANH THAT THE VARIOUS REMAINS TURKED OVER
T0 THE U,S. GOVERNHENT AT BANGKOK BY PRIVATE PERSONS HAD PROVED
T0 BE FALSE. | STRESSED THAT 1T WS ESSENTIAL THAT WE BEGIN T0
LAY THE GROUNOWORK FOR REAL GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT COOPERATION
IN THE AREA OF HISSING-IH-ACTION, AND REITERATED OUR INVITATIOR
THAT LAO GOVERKHENT SEND SOMEONE TO HONOLULU TO VISIT THE JCRC
AND CIL. 1| ADDED THAT PERHAPS SECRETARY GEWERAL SOUBANK OR QTHERS
N THE LAO DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS UPON RETURM FROM NEW
X WOULD BE ABLE TO FIND THE TIHE TO TRANSIT HONOLULY IN
' 70 BE BRIEFED ON OUR MIA EFFORTS

(EVE OUR HOST LIKELY PROBLEM IN GETTING SUCH A PROJECT
BE LAO BUREAUCRATIC DESPARE OVER ALL THE DECISIONS
'NCLUDING THE SHEER DIFFICULTY THAT THE HFA HAS IN

" COOPERATION OF EITHER YHE MILITARY OR LOCAL LEVELS
CONSEQUENTLY, WHATEVER WE CAN DO TP YAQGET LPOR

VIENT! 00878 2588361 . 2838

INRE-B0

GG

o DNCE )
- S Inconne
Departmeni o) State / v TELEGRAN

-VIENTI ©8B878 2506361

INITIATIVES WILL BE VERY IHPORTANT. THE CHANCE OF FINDING A -

LOCATICN FOR A FIRST ORDNANCE REMOVAL/HIA CRASH SITE INVESTIGATION

WOULD BE GREATLY IMPROVED IF WE COULD SUPPLY THE LAO WITH
THE COORDINATES OF ALL SITES IN OR NEAR THE XIANGKHOUANG PLAIN
THAT WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN VISITING - _

6. PHEUIPHANH ASKED IF THE EHBASSY HAD HEARD ANYTPWG FURHIER
FROH CONGRESSHEN LEBOUTILLIER OR HERDON. HE WAS 0BVIOUSLY
(NTERESTEG N KNOWING WHETHER THEY WERE PURSUING ANY OF THE
MATTERS THAT THEY [NDICATED THEY WOULD BE LOOKING INTO UPON
RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES

7. | ENDED THE PRESENTATION WITH A REQUEST FOR LPDR REACTIONS
10 THE USG PROPOSAL, INCLUDING, IF APPROPRIATE, LPOR THOUGHTS OK

HOW AND WHEN TECHNICAL-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS CAN BEGIN BETWEEN I

COUNTERPARTS.

8, DETAILED HEMCON WILL BE SENT 70 EA/VLK,
MOSER -

ai © !r‘”-l
1 -l Taga
¢ Lol
< deaned
—————
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PaGE &1 HSS = 7593
eI - © 4698 CHARACTLRS
RITERCICL TRON ARLKEHSOT Vitmiiang, oon v av 29 07521 SEP8!
ROUTING ASSIGHLD BY HSS: ’
VEUL  ASPC |
PRIKTER ASSIGHED BY HSS:
gty (1), oo},
SUBJLCT ASSIGNED BY HSS:
DS, LAQS, ANCHE, STAG LA, SE ASIA, UNITED HATIONS,

DICTIONARY: §*, PROFILE:

S 69 125 181 214 286 288
RHIC~AUTODIN K56 NUHBER:

-0171246
COSH = HSSEEL
£181;
OTTCIYUM RUNJFSA Q576 268898
1HY 100 STATE IIH
sSTUC84)
00 RUEHC
DE RUMJFS €873 2680300
INY el
£182:
0 R 25079521 StP 8l
FH AHEMBASSY VIENTIANE
10 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC [IHHEDIATE 2000
INFO RUHTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 1381
RUHCHOA/C IKCPAC HONOLULY K!
RUKCEPA/JCRC BARBERS PT HI
RUHHHHAZCORUSACILH I FT SHAFTER HI //DAAG-PED-H//

G

HCY = 81268/81328  TOR = 512680901

-RUERDIC,

VIENTIANE 0348

BANGKOY. ALSO FOR JCRC
(MOSER, LEO J.) OR-H

£183:
TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, MHOL, LA, US
€1e4;
SUBJ: HIA IMITIATIVES N LAOS: ORDHANCE REHOVAL
£185:
REF: STATE 254686 (HOTAL)
2. 1PON RECEIPT OF REFTEL, | PUY IN A REQUEST TO SEE
ACTIHG FONHIN KHOUN CHANDERG. HORKING OF FRIDAY, SEPT 25
THE HFA CALLED TO CONF IRM AN APPOINTHENT WETH PHEUIPHANK
NGAOSIVATH, DIRCCTCR OF DEPARTHENT TV, HFA.  POINTS
CONTAIMED 11 REFTEL VERE HADE WITH PHEVIPHANH. A “RLN-
PAPER® INCORPORATING MY INSTRUCTIONS VAS LEFT WITH HIH
IN ORDER -LO-INCREASE THE CHANCE THAT THE HATTER WOULD BE
PROPERLY RAISED 10 THE HIGHEST LEVELS WITHIN THE LPDR.
PHEUIPHANH SEEMED TO WELCOME THE PRESENTATIOM, BUT HE
WAS, OF COURSE, NOT 1°ITRUCTED ON HOW TO RESPOND TO THE
SPECIFIC SUGGESTLONS
3. | EHPHASIZED THAT THE U3G 1S PREPARED TO CONSIDER A
PROGRAH OF LINITID GRONANCE RENOVAL [l THE AREA OF ONE OR HORE
KNOWN CRASK SITES. SINCE S[MATOR HAYAKAWA'S REFERENCE 10
ORDMANCE REFOVAL HAD SPECIFICALLY CENTERED ON XIANGKHUUANG
PROVINCE, 1 RAISED WITH PHEUIPHANH OUR DIPLOMATIC NOT OF SEPT 3,
1988 AND PROVIOED HiH ONCE AGAIN WITH THE COORDIKATES OF THE OHE
LOCATION SPECIFICALLY CITED IN THAT NOTE THAT FELL WITHIN THE
XIANGKHOUANG PLAIN, (THIS WAS LOCATION 19-19-1/503-8CE, WHERE AH
F-4 £ WENT DOMN OM SEPT 2, 1972 VITH TWO PARACKUTLS ON THE
GROUND.) | LADS SHOVED HIH SOHE BRIEFING MAPS THAT WE HAD
RECEIVED FROM JCRC THAT SHOWED VERY HANY IDEMTIFIED CRASh
SITES WITHIN X{ANGEHOUANG PROVINCE. HY OBJECTIVE IN ADDING
THESE SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO KHOUN CRASK SITES IN XIANGKEOUANG
WAS 10 INCREASE THE CHANCE THAT WE COULD ACTUALLY BEGIN 10 XEROD
(N ON AREAS [N WHICH THE LAO WOULD BE INTERESTED FROH Ak GRDNANCE
REHOVAL POINT OF VIEV AND IN WHICH WE WCRE [NTERESTED FROY A
KISING-1K-ACTION POINT OF VIEW
§. | HENTIOKED TO PHEUIPHANH THAT THE VARIOUS REMAINS TURNED OVER

' DEFENSE INTELL

R W VR YO M ( /“' ";'; 4 /1A d /i)éi}
GLENGE AGENCY INCOMING
£.50

I A ITIAT

10 THE U.5. GOVERWIENT AT BANGEOE BY PRIVATE PERSONS HAD PROVLD
10 BE FALSC. 1 STRESSED THAT 1T AS ESSINTIAL THAT ME BEGIN T0
LAY THE GROUNOWORK. §OR AEAL GOVERWHENT-10-GOVERNHENT COOPCK 1| OK
IN THL AREA OF MISSING-IN-ACTION, AND RLITERATED OUR 1NVITAYION
THAT LA GOVERUMENT SEND SOHEONE TO HONOLULU TO VISIT THE JCRC
AND CIL. | ADDED YHAT PERHAPS SLCRETARY GENERAL SOUBANH OR OTHIRS
[N THE LAO DELEGATION 10 THE UNITE® HATIOUS UPON RETURN FROH MEW
YORK WOULD BC ABLE YO FIND THE TIME TO TRAMSIT HONOLULU 1N

ORDER 70 BL BRIEFED ON OUR HIA EFFORIS. w .

Y. | BELIEVE OUR MOST LIKELY PROGLEN IN GETTING SUCH A PROJLCT

BEGUN WILL BE LAD EUREAUCRATIC DESPARE OVER ALL THE DECISIONS

NECESSARY, IHCLUDING THE SHEER DIFFICULTY THAT THL HFA W&S IN

ORTAINING THE COOPERATION OF EVTHER THE HILITARY OR LOCAL LEVELS

OF GOVERIMENT. CONCZOUENTLY, VHATCVER W CAM DO 10 TARGET LTDR

INITIATIVES WILL BE VEPY (MPORTANT. TH CHANCE OF FINDING A

LOCATION TOR A FIRST OKHANCE FEHOVAL/HIA CRASH SITE INVESTIGATIGN

WOULD BE GREATLY IIPROVED IF VE COULD SUPPLY THE LAO WITE |\ o,

THE COORDIKATES OF ALL SITES 11 OR KEAR THE XIANGKHOUAKG PLAIN

THAT WE WOULD BE INTERCSIED IN VISITING

6. PHEUIPHANN ASKED 1F THE ENBASSY HAD K #RD ANYTHING FLRTHFR

FROM CONGRESSMEN LEBOUTILLIER OR HENDOK, M[ WAS OBVIOUSLY

(KTERESTED (K KNOMING WHETHER YHEY WERE PURSUING AMY OF 1HE

HATTERS THAT THEY INDICATED THLY NOULD BE TOOKING INTO UFON

RETURH 10 THE UNITED STATES.

7. 1 ENDED THE PRESENTATION WITH A REQUEST FOR LPOR REACTIONS

TO THE USG PROPOSAL, INCLUDING, IF APPROPRIATE, LPDR THOUGHTS ON

HOM AND WHEN TECHN1CAL-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS CAN BEGIN BETWELN

COUNTEKPARTS

8. DETAILED HEMCON WILL BE SENT YO EA/VMK.

HOSER

B1

£106:

ACTION :

INFO  CJCS: (1) CJES (1) DJS (M) J3(®) HIDS (3)
J3NHCC (1) J5 (3) RDJTF:LO(X) NSC(s) SECOEF: (x
SECDEF {X) USDP (17) HMIC (1) SWS (1) AAT-X (%) DIO(

VP-A2 FRD(3) DE (1) DB-2C () DB-IA (1) DB-S (x) DT-) 1)
DIA (4)

4CSA VASHINGTON DC

4CHD WASIINGTON DC

4CSAF WASHINGTON 0C

+ANHCC

4P WASH DC

4DIRUSAHIAR FT DETRICK HD//SGHI-1S//--

JOTAL COPIES RLOUIRED

#0378 -

NHIN

E107:

v,6,7)




JG/11781 10310 1 CRT 20 R PAGE 1 N 7~ -
PRIOREEY - , -~ 8668 CIARACTERS [~
EFERENCE' FROM CINCPAC HONOLULU NI, SSN 7778 AT 11 03107 0CT8l B
ROUTING ASSIGNED DY NSS:

ASPC L
PRINTER ASSIGNED BY MSS: e

co15(1),
SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY MSS: Z(

DG9, HEFUGEE, CINCPAC, SE ASIA, )
DICTIONARY} G9, PROFILE:

299 316 382 719 o
NMIC-AUTODIN MSG NUMBER:

12-106256 .

CDSN = NSS735 MCN = 81284700580 TOR = 812840857 -

EZ01: .

PTTCZYUW RUHOSGG 7778 2840853-  -~RUEKDIC.

INY

EZ02:

P 110810Z OCT 81

FN CINCPAC HONOLULU HI

TO RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHINGTON DC . e
1HFO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC |

RUHGBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

RUMJFS /AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE )

RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI )

RUMTBK ~USDAO BANGKOK TH
BT : )

S~

EZ03:

EZ04:

SUBJ: ORDNANCE DISPOSAL/CASUALTY RESOLUTION OPERATIONS IN LPDR

E705:

A. SECSTATE WASH DC 232337Z SEP 81 (NOTAL)

B. AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 250752Z SEP 81 (NOTAL)

1. " REFS A AND B ADDRESSED PROPOSALS TO CLEAR UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE
FROM LOCATIONS SURROUNDING CERTAIN CRASH SITES IN THE LPDR IN
EXCHANCE FOR ACCESS TO THESE CRASH SITES FOR CASUALTY RESOLUTION
PURPOSES. ‘

2. AFTER SCREENING ALL AVAILABLE DATA ON LAO CRASH SITES, THE
FOLLOWING AREAS HAVE BEEN SELECTED AS HAVING THE BEST CASUALTY
RESOLUTION POTENTIAL. BASED ON PARA 3 OF REF B, CRITERIA FOR
SELECTION INCLUDED LOCATION IN THE PLAINE DES JARRES AREA (XIANG
KHOUANC PROVINCE), PRECISE U.S. KNOWLEDGE OF CRASH SITE LOCATION,
REASONABLE ACCESSIBILITY, AND KNOWLEDGE OR CIRCUMSTANTIAL INDICATION
THAT THE REMAINS OF THE INDIVIDUAL(S) INVOLVED ARE STILL IN OR NEAR
THE CRASH SITE. SITES OF INTEREST ARE ARRANGED IN DESCENDING PRIORITY
ORDER. THESE SITES ARE NOT REPRESENTED AS THE BEST IN THE LPDR, BUT
ONLY IN THE NARROW GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITS OF THE XIANG KHOUANG PLAIN
THE FOUR LOCATIONS PRESENTED WERE SELECTED FROM A TOTAL OF THIRTEEN
UNRESOLVED SITES LOCATED WITHIN GEOGRAPHICAL PARAMETERS. IN NONE OF
+THE OTHER CASES WAS THERE EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT A VISIT TO THE .
CRASH SITF WOULD HAVE ANY CASUALTY RESOLUTION BENEFIT. -

A. 19-19N 103-06E - (UG013378) (REFNO 1944) SITE OF AN Ol
CRASH ON 7 NOV 72. THE PILOT IS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE
[MHMEDIATE CRASH SITE VICINITY. A REFUGEE REPORT CONFIRNMS THE PRESENCE
OF SKELETAL REMAINS IN 1974.

B. 19-31N 103-13E - (UG129588) ]77f’ SITE OF AN 01
CRASH ON 30 DEC 70. THE PILOT IS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE
IMMEDIATF CRASH SITE VICINITY.

C. 19-19N 103-09E - (UG056368) (REFNO 1926) SITE OF AN F4D
CRASH ON 21 SEP 72. THE CRASH SITE WAS VISITED BY AN ANMERICAN
OFFICER WHO RECOVERED LIMITED PERSONAL EFFECTS AND SAW SCATTERED
HUMAN REMAINS,

D.  19-17N 103-09E - (UG060325) (REFNO 1464) SITE OF AN A26
CRASH ON 8 JUL 69. AN IR INDICATES THE CREWS' REMAINS WERE BURNED
IN THE AIRCRAFT. (THIS LOCATION IS SOMEWHAT IN DOUBT AND THE CRASH
MAY BE AT 19-15N 103-07E. EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY TO RESOLVE
DISCREPANCY)

3. DO NOT RECOMMEND FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE CASE DISCUSSED
IN PARA 3, REF B, SINCE RECORDS INDICATE THAT THE CREW PARACHUTED =
FRO! THE AIRCRAFT PRIOR TO THE CRASH, MAKING IT UNLIKELY THAT
ANYTHING CAN BE LEARNED FROM EXAMINATION OF THE WRECKAGE.

4. CINCPAC RECOMMENDATIONS ON SIZE, COMPOSITION, AND CONCEPT OF
OPERATION FOR MILITARY EFFORT WILL FOLLOW.

g% | M/

ACTIOR J3(x%) USDP(x%) ASD:MRAL(x) §¢Y)
IMEA O InC i v CIaC Y DTSy SIrR k) NINS k) T NMEC (k)

MU UUN WY YU

PAGE £1 Hss = 212
IMHEDIATE - == 2213 CHARACTERS
REFERENCE FROM SECSTATE WASHDC, SSN 3098 AT 21 21071 MaYsi
ROUTIHG ASSIGNED BY HMSS: i

WEUL  ASPC

PRINTER ASS{GNED BY MSS:
go1s (), co16(1), 0otHQ),
SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY HSS:
69, DGY, WEUL, JAPAN, STAG JA, SE ASIA, SECSTATE,

DICTIONARY; GS, PROFILE:
137 252 299 316 667 743
NMIC-AUTODIN HSG NUMBER:
3718-031746 '
COSN = NSS876  HCN = 81142/10575  TOR = 811421118
(21'}H
OTTCZYUW RUEHCAA 3098 1421118 -RUEKDIC.
INY
E162:
0 R 2121871 HAY 8!
FH SECSTATE WASHDC
T0 RUEHCE /ANEHBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 5998 |HHEDIATE
LEN/AHEHBASSY PARIS (HHEDIATE 3461
LEN/AHEMBASSY LONDON IHMEDIATE 7921
INFO RUEKJCS/ SECDEF WASHUC 2446
LEN/CINCPAC HOHOLULU HAWAII 3682
LEN/AHEHBASSY BANGKOK 9722
LEM/AREHBASSY VIENTIANE 1557
RUHOBPA/JCRGC BARBERS POINT HI
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC

BT
STATE 133098
{HEGROPONTE, JOHN D,)

£283;

TAGS: HOPS, PEPR, VH, FR, JA, US

E104:

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MIAS IN VIETHAN

£105:

REF: A, BANGKOK 22938 (NOTAL), B. TOKYO 8782
1, -ENTIRE TEXT)
2. REFTELS DESCRIBE SIGHTINGS BY FIVE IKDIVIDUALS WHO

HAY HAVE WITHESSED THE SAHE PERSON, A BLACK. ALL OBSERVERS
ERTERTAIN THE POSSIBILITY THAT THIS PERSOH HAY BE AHERICAN,

RODRESSEE POSTS SKOULD TONTACT HOFA, QUAI AND FCO AND

REQUEST THAT THEIR EHBASSIES IN HANOI ATTEMPT TO HAKE COM-
TACT WITH THE BLACK, DIRECTLY, IF POSSIBLE, AMD IF THIS IS

UNSUCCESSFUL ™0 HAKE INQUIRIES VIA THE SRV FOREIGN
HINISTRY AFTER A REASOMABLE PERIOD OF TIME.

3. 1N VIEV OF THE FACT THAYT THIS INDIVIDUAL SEEHS TO BE
FREE TO HOVE ABOUT AND HAS HADE NO VISIBLE EFFORT TO SEEK
ASSISTANCE, WE ARE NOT AT THIS TIHE TREATING THIS HATTER
AS A PRISONER OF WAR CASE. WE DO VIEW IT IN THE CONTEXT

OF ACCOUNTING FOR ALL U.S. PERSONNEL. IF THE PERSCH IN
QUESTION [S INCLUDED 1N DOD'S DATA BASE AS HISSING IN

ACT!ON OR OTHERWISE UHACCOUNTED FOR, VE WISH THE SRV TO

PROVIDE INFORHATION ON HIH. A DIRECT INTERVIEW BY A
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVE IN HANO! TO ESTABLISH THE
IDENTITY AND BACKGROUND OF THIS PERSON WOULO HELP TO
RESOLVE THE AHBIGUITY RAISED BY THESE HULTIPLE REPORTS
HALG

BT

£206;

ACTION (1,6,7,8)

[NFO  SECDEF: (%) SECDEF {¥) USDP (x3]
ASD: MRAL (3) DI-1(x) NHIC(1) SWS(*) DIO(X} O (X)

DB-2 {1} DB-2C(¥) DB-38 () DB-4A (x) DB-5(x) DT-1(¥)

DAY

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED

VN @&}‘/
NGOG
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