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HEARING ON U.S. GOVERNMENT’S POST-WAR
POW/MIA EFFORTS

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 1992

U.S. SENATE,
SeLeEcT CoMMITTEE ON POW-MIA AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:32 a.m., in room SR-
325, Russell Senate Office Building, Hon. John F. Kerry, Chairman
of the committee, presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN F. KERRY, U.S. SENATOR
FROM MASSACHUSETTS

The CHAIRMAN. The hearing will come to order. Mr. Perot, let
me just inform you that the press will move momentarily, so, as I
agreed with you, will not sit in here.

Let me, if I can, before I make an opening statement, if you
would stand so I can swear you in, Mr. Perot.

If you'd raise your right hand?

Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, so help you God?

Mr. Peror. I do.

The CHAIRMAN. If I could ask if the members of the media would
clear the well so that we could have an unobstructed view.

The Select Committee meets this morning to continue its effort
to try to determine the truth about Americans still unaccounted
for in the war in Southeast Asia.

Mr. Perot, as you know better than anybody, we are here more
than 19 years after the fact, because the POW/MIA issue continues
to confound us in this country. Some would say it even haunts our
politics and our psyche.

It is that way because an awful lot of questions that should have
been asked a long time ago were not asked and because answers
and information that should have been forthcoming a long time
ago was not made available; and because a swirl of controversy and
suspicion has arisen in the country as a result, with people doubt-
Ing the word of their own Government on this subject.

It is also true, and we are here in response to the fact, and a fact
that you have witnessed in your own travels and efforts over these
20 years, that we all have a duty, a personal duty, to try and get to
the truth and get the answers.

When our committee began its work last November, I think it is
safe to say that most people in the country thought we were on a
wild goose chase and that there were not any new facts to learn,
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that what was know about this was on the table, and in fact, that
the committee would probably come up empty.

Many people believed that all the possibilities had been exhaust-
ed. The passage of time obviously puts this committee at a disad-
vantage, in terms of the people who might be available to talk to,
the memories, and the availability of documents.

I respectively assert that the idea of this committee has already
been validated, because already we have uncovered information
that for 2 decades was unknown or concealed. We have found new
evidence that some Americans may indeed have been left behind
after Operation Homecoming and we have found the clear, unre-
buttable evidence that a certain group of those people were at least
unacc((i)unted for, with the expectation that they should have re-
turned.

We have examined carefully, and for the first time publicly, Gov-
ernment handling of livesighting reports, and we have set in
motion one of the largest efforts to declassify documents in the his-
tory of this Government.

The committee has also pursued our own Government and for-
eign Governments, including Vietnam and the former Soviet
Union, to step up efforts to investigate live-sightings, to resolve
long-standing questions about particular cases, to open archives
and to review files.

And now we have an ongoing presence in Southeast Asia. We
have access to long denied documents. We have unprecedented co-
operation with Vietnam and Cambodia, and we have more U.S.
personnel, ironically, working on this issue today .han we ever
have before.

Just this past week in the hearings that we had on live-sighting
reports, when doubts arose about Vietnam’s willingness to permit
short notice inspections, we immediately questioned Vietnam and
we have been assured that continued access will be allowed, and in
fact, two investigations have taken place just in recent days.

So this morning, we meet to begin really a new phase, almost the
last phase of this investigation. And that is the review of our own
Government’s response to available POW/MIA information from
the time of the war until today. And particularly, the beliefs and
the observations of people like yourself, Mr. Perot, and those who
were in Government who made the decisions regarding this issue
and who had reason to be able to have access to documents and in-
formation over the course of that time.

In many ways, Mr. Perot, you are really the ideal person to help
us initiate this part of our investigation, to give us an overview. Be-
cause there is no private citizen, there is no person who is not a
family member, who has had a longer or more intimate experience
with the POW/MIA issue than you. Beginning with your widely
praised efforts during the war to improve the treatment of POWs—
and this committee congratulates you on the reality of the change
in their treatment that you did achieve—and continuing through
meetings with top American and Vietnamese officials in the late
1980’s, Mr. Perot has had 20 years’ of experience in dealing with
this issue, firsthand and often at the highest level.

Our committee is interested in what you have done with respect
to POW/MIA, in respect to what you have witnessed with respect
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to this issue, and finally, in what you believe today with respect to
this issue. With your help and the help of other witnesses, we hop!e
to continue the process that we have begun of demystifying this

issue, of moving aspects of it from the realms of rumor and allega-

tion and conspiracy to try to find the truth.

This is not an easy process. It will require hard questioning, and
as I have said to you, we will ask hard questions today. It will re-
quire a vigorous effort to try to reconcile conflicting views of what
has happened. | VB AA BT

In preparing for this hearing during interviews with witnesses,
we have heard conflicting accounts. Today and tomorrow, we will
review those accounts with you and your associates, with former
State Department and Defense Department and Intelligence
Agency personnel, and with former Presidential Chief of Staff,
Howard Baker.

We will do our best, Mr. Perot, in a nonpartisan, dispassionate
way, to try to resolve the conflicts and to make some judgements
about where the truth most probably lies, and most important, to
evaluate the overall significance of the information received as it
relates to POW/MIA.

As I have said at earlier hearings, we have reached reality time
on this issue. We have had 20 years of secrecy, rumor, theory,
myth, and accusation; 20 years of pain and uncertainty, a roller
coaster of emotions for the families, a huge uncertainty in the
country and division and doubt and even politics in the use of this
1ssue.

Our committee’s one obligation to the public and to our col-
leagues is to the truth. As I have said previously, not a slant on the
truth, not a particular piece of the truth, but the truth as well as
we can put it together. And so the purpose of this hearing today
and the purpose of our future hearings is to get at that in open
public session.

I respect the reservations that you had, as we said earlier, about
an appearance at the time that your candidacy was perhaps about
to be announced. We are delighted that you are here now ready to
share with us your experience on this issue and we look forward to
a very fruitful dialog in the course of this morning.

Senator Smith.

STATEMENT OF HON. ROBERT C. SMITH, U.S. SENATOR FROM
NEW HAMPSHIRE

_ Senator SmitH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Good morning, Mr.
Perot. We are honored and privileged to have you here this morn-
ing. You have steadfastly kept pace with the American prisoners of
war and those unaccounted for from the Vietnam conflict for many
years, for which we are grateful and I know the men are.

I look forward to hearing your testimony into this issue, as I did
6 years ago, as you recall, when you at least tried to testify before
the Solarz Committee in the House of Representatives, of which I
Was a member, but there were many interruptions in that process

imd you were not allowed to complete your testimony unfortunate-
y.
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i+ mending’ your earli
. warissue- urmg 1

o that that really improved the condition of the prisoners of war,

hope you will not find that that for any
mte‘restsmwyour 1 estxmony -

Thanét you, Mr. -Chairman

i Senator KASSEBAUM ir.-Perot;

. 1 t00"join"my colleagues incom-."
.raise’ the Iproﬁle of the - ‘prisoner of -
e Vletnam conflict. T think, there is no- doubt e

~T-think, for'me; one of ‘the key issues, -and I-will be. mterested in. i

Do hearmg why ‘and’ for ‘how long you have thought there were live .
.. prisoners-of war-in-Southeast-Asi

irteoee [l

gxT . SOUTH DAKOTA

“How qui

ol "comp ish all that this committee: xscharged to'do.:

" undermine our “ability to establish:
" We'have two

W over. the last 20 ‘years.. My hope is that you, Mr. Perot;
‘the effort that you have demonstrated"

| * committee.

. Again,’ let me welcome you for all of us who have adnured your S R B

d we look forward to- hstemng to you soon
= w%h{eaguAlmm Senator Robb RReE

TOR FROM
OF HON CHARLES S ROBB U S SENA
STATEMENT VIRGINIA £

i d to wel- s

S Thank ou, M. Charrman Iam dehghte R
coieen mr 11}2;3& and: thg other panelists today. I think thzléla;:..,

probably heard as much as they need to hear t‘rom us, PR I

2 last year The' : ,
e d two frustratlons over: the course. of the IR
b G dm kol e e |

" of Government to:do up un e conclusion -~ i |
t.i5 to. collect the data, to come to. som ISR S =
S ta(brond:dthalltahalz to be done and what information has 20 b:srg L
o -M'leased ‘And- second . the conﬂrctm% mformatlon that continu o

' act

s Asoris. Thenk wodd ket 0[]
D Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I too 'wo Lo
‘checblrahtgi\'lr Perot. T would: remind him-and.ou QOmmltfeift %oboa?: L]

' cl;lﬁ olir time is:running ‘out, how-litt we~have eftto-ac-::-

g termme fact as’
- real responsxblhtles The ﬁrst to de SR
. vie best can establish it. And ‘second, to r:ge%sg “trg ;2?1 g:;x%l‘:g' 1 2l
"' degree possible all information pertaining withallof - F-|-
- or the last 20. yearstttlguelsé RN s I A
L to. ascertam the best information, your a Gy e
g?bkgg‘mt‘;gs; ffocvtvsard 'your Government can ‘be demonsgrateghz:tn S R R S
e once: more s we establish that: fact. as we release that inform thls ST R

o as we ﬁnally come to. gnps w1th the problems that faoe us m ST Pl

S yo'lrlrh testlmony, and thank ‘you for ‘coming ‘today.

. Let‘me just'say for'the record that. Ser
i j8.presiding. ‘over-the-Senate; which- is:
v welcome!you. now, but he- will’ be;'shortl
R and not ‘present at'this moment.

T to your testimony and

commrttee hearing he has to’ 80 to, there is one basic'lesson that - :

.. should be ..carved 80!'098 every. cltlzens forehead in th1s country .
S from Vietnam:. .

thNIr mike just a little up and toward

- - right across each citizen's forehead in this

rocesl:t because M o
. bro in ‘a’young la
R tonuagnd her little go

S a;"A’nd"I”look forward to hearm'

CHAIRMAN

 you very much, Senator Kassebaum

nator Kerrey; Bob Kerrey, -
why he is Tiot heére to’ also
And Sen”tor,fHelms is 1ll O

;-Mr. Perot; ou are well’ welcomed in; th tradi ti of the :
Senate this ¥e e raditions

‘morning, -and" appropnately ‘50 and . now we look for-"

a larger amount of
The ﬂoor is yours o |

TESTIMONY OF H ROSS PEROT ACCOMPAN]ED BY DAVID
SRR BRYANT ATI‘ORNEY

Mr Pano'r In keepmg with ‘Senator McCams remiarks on the “‘{” L

‘The CHAIRMAN Could I ask you a httle favor. If you could pull';'}_?- :

you. L

‘Peror. ‘There is. ‘one. basic: questron that should be carved LT
country from Vietnam, . .

and that is you'don’t send: people out to fight and die unless the .
American people ‘go-with:them in spirit;

‘The second thing, to put it all in pérspective. 1 got started on. thxs i
Murphy: Martin, who will: testify this afternoon, = -

e little boy-had:

didn’t ‘know -if he ha d a father. His father had beén shot down

. flying into Laos with-no U.S. ‘markings on the airplane; with tapes .
. .over his insignia. The same. -old ground rules: CIA ran the war, but - .-
" watch my

I ﬂymg xt

hps, umformed mxhtary personnel were fightmg and

L Femng ‘statement, and then we will.
' have some 10 minute rounds of questions, at. least:-for « first round;. ="

- and'then see where we are in terms. of maybe
o time for, follow-up questrons after that T

s ‘We committed our troops- -
- ing Vletnam, Wwe never. commltted the Nation;-and the" rest is hlsto- Lo

B ry And that's the reason. we're havmg this. meeting today.

.and a little 3-year-old boy ‘Bonnie Single- .
ad never seen his father: he: .. °



-0 Vietnamy

, private effort; that I would have'to
e etely privately because it would lose all ofits credibil- . -
S ity of it was ever'leaked, And my experience over 20 years, one con-: ..
| @ - Stantis everything will leak 100 percent-—not 90, 100 percent, in- .
X B ",‘,c,luﬂdingji.-,my;etfdttsﬁto‘rhglp,,th‘i,s‘? mmittee, leak and get distorted, I
{ . mightadd, something T suggest you workon, .. - = ...
oty Bo L funded it out of my pocket. We made the Christmas trip to o
. Laos. Now history has been rewritten on'the early phage ever'since . -
.+ the petition-signing process, and this:shows you the sickness of our - .
.+ Government. What does this have to do Wwith whether or 'not the " °
.-f . American people want.to put me n the ballot? Nothing.:But you. -
@4 @  havetoredefine this'character, so you go out; and blatantly lieand '
A0 7 -you.use the resources of t,he'-iFederalv:_iGovernxnent_i to doit.'And ev- " .
.+ . erybody:plays games with'the lives of those people right there and -
ss:ckandI’masha.rnedoflt T T e
e Christmas .triﬁ*wasﬁyl'ann ]

gout a

. here, we owe it to him to bring him ho
e "vledaed. o those. people we would no e bt
" When we ééi:tﬂ.,th¢pn'~-int¢f‘.°gembg A tef dlﬂ’) f‘;’;g‘;};ﬁ;’e‘i‘mnd";’edso% o
. particularly as a single-seat r E 5g"bt";t%7 believe twothmgs,No Ay

own..And No. 2, if they do we'll come,
"/get you. We left th e

. And.to put it in perspective, as I walked in here today—-and this -
waa\%n :clloto rg;llears:and—-amglad)'cameuptomemthababyaﬂd
~gaid T hoj We“g“h““‘g’f“““’“azg‘e5}‘;‘:}“2&1‘;252‘:% ; .‘

i gandiather, f s sl alive.Hisdatghtr ha never known-
zlxzc:t{l:ephggeven?thatmostof them' varerﬂ.fwe!lfmt?!?tl?netg:’i}- e‘;t S
' 'them as bush league; minor league, non league; compared to F

- miles out ‘there
- that niobody-can

‘ We were very ‘precise’ about what we
{® - Fishmen and Bergdahl
| yees who have Goverec - plies—excuse me, the Vietnamese Embassy would riot let us go-on .
" .issue for 20 some odd years. ‘.. |

uld get. to Vietnam. We:took medical supplies and ofher ftems

-, 22d we got that information from refurned POWs

ol loyess who, have covered up; dissembled, and finiessed: this~ ~ |’ | - We'got to' Laos, The. Laotians would not let ‘us deliver the sup- -
. - al .employees who have. covered up, diss ‘ ax. The Laoens woul l . -
v those folks. I is thier job. I ind it interesting how | §' ' into Hanoi, But they s If wo would fak herm to M S

. we coddle some of these Federal employees who you want to come - - | . .




elegations, ‘on- their ‘owr

e'amounts of mail to

*‘wait on the ground

- .time I landed. we would ct
it.was OK to-land
t all

-.way-to Copenh

',.,saidi.didf--y.:bu«rga!}{
" to, Moscow? I sai

'.. Ambassador ' to":Laos’ said" I" could; Yourvas&’olfam*°*n“"”“55‘3‘d}‘:r

* thought it was a warm, great humanitarian'thing to d

2l

. the peaple at home

thik we would ever let you take these supplies ~  F-
., gléﬁf?_Ia.’tbblg‘f';.ydii-{*ﬁtf?yom‘ word. The Vietnamese . - .-

== The treatmmsn of the prisoners chénged dramatical
«° -, - eddirectly with the events, At ¢ |
. prisoners came home from Viet

At 2

mps if we

I, the:only. reason I'bring that to: your attention

thought:he-could:get:it:cleared.-He said, well-you.can't

) ) . 8 . . Ju)

" the-time. we_got. home the whole world was aroused
- plight OF QU POWS: ..ottt sl

. ou Clearec..tig. sald, Wel.you.car t""'tbf“fl‘lié me o B e EERERE e

i gether for the first time to honor th

While.I was:i Laos,theVletnameseAmbassadorcntmmdme
avin that if Lvere & truo humanitarian I would show the same.
. etnamese prisoners being held in the South, that ['had shown

" our people: So I went back on:a seconc. wnp. - -supposed. to:be:

::ggg)ggﬁ‘}ofgg‘:nﬁw find it interesting that our Govern- - S went £0 S0 n&y tf}gr frying
.. Well we took all that. We got the mail, we got the pictures. ..": """ [ ‘

“": ment had arranged for me to meet with President Thieu?': . -

- "“Senator RED. What isthe date of the second trip? - .. -

" Mr. Penor. Spring of 1970, sir. We took all that information, Jose © - El
it'~t_ofthe;;§mbas§ad§r; the Vietnamese Ambassador to Laos, as close = F |- =

. as you can get to Hanoi, and he refused to accept it..: .-

. ‘mous impact on the world.": -

ving falled t0.be A oo skt the Gonoua Accords. 1 |~ | 1o
?:é‘ﬁeaﬂlfdoﬁge e in the South. I personally went through the . |- """ who might be left u . what'we are interested in. Your committes
o '.p' risoner of war camps. They: were in’ {’:d°°“d‘;;2?§tf}§§p\7vlz°?ook g oo overy sensitive -about what' we are Interested in. Your committee’ .-
er. 0 e -were being properly fed: We toox - * ..; 4 0 -
endles tape  show that his we true, and we brough. R e e rin o
' ured tangible [possession. is: the ‘picture that you referred to earlier
ould keep one thing, I'd just keep

‘ B0 L S et which thay rofused'to. |
b Then we took tha o Pari. They refused b s |
W were then asked to speak to various comimittees of g N

"~ and ‘we ‘set up a number of ‘activities in-this country to again.

~ try to Tescue-them:

i7" landing. The sad part is the raid was delayed. If it hiad been done .. -
fing that Lwas. . | " ‘ra,iggial}r‘-'earhenpomt-:in'_time;'fwe.-v'voul_d._havej'gotte ' the people from .
Coal " and get: mail -Don’t ‘'you.find: it. interesting that I'was: oosomeday. o T T T A B AT e IO
‘take film and gt mail. Dont you find i " The prisoners wanted to come

~  Pederal Government, right? Don't you find it interesting that Twas. . 1 ¥ | @

" In'the meantime, back at Christmas 1969 we sexit a planeload of  *. [

* or alive spent thelr Christmas in Parls in 196 That had an encr. . 1@/ @ - . brutal treatment of the priconers o Lo’ Suring the war was the’
- et g e L brutal treatrie ‘0L the prisoners in'the early years: it’s:
S0 having failed to be able to deliver all this information that | | . gy tSient the American people against us. - ;.

o signed by all the POWs, If T ¢ , T'd: jus ‘keep "
t was done. The most signifi- ~~ || - that-Ihavescrapbooks of letters that the men wrote me w ten they .
" arouse the American people, and that was done: The most slgnit L came home that rank right with

na.
:lppmes;'!{l th‘:.g callfrom :
n \ o : '!"{' d f :

488 been rewritten in'the last 2 or 3 months. I fi nd i
. Government was briefing pilots going' on. misei
7 deniesany direct involverment with ir o
- After they came- home; we had' two
San Francisco woek

hanged dramatically. Tt correlat- -
end'of the Wai’f;fi’!_lf%.‘1='573? hen'the -

[

t-h
could tel the ofher guge.
16y ‘were, not forgotten: by o

J two.major events. fo
end where ‘the ‘prisonérs came to-
e-men who went o Son Tay to——

e:

when g fire ‘exti

- the POWs were home

-miles outside Hanoi, the most
3, of warfare,'a handful of special ..
nd ‘enemy lines, successfully got
'8 had been transferred from the

together and thank the men who

to save their lives because, believe me,
o7+ Dhobody thanked { vack here. And if you go back and look at'. -
. ‘that, 1t's a sad: episode in our. country’s ‘history where the senior " -
. parts of this country, including the House ‘and Senate, ridiculed the -
effort. They did the right thing, ‘

and the POWSs appreciated it and

o Thisisim OrtanfforyourpresenteffortsAsthemenwerebemg e
. led to the planes at Ton Son Nhut Airport outside Saigon—Hanoj,
- ;-€Xcuse me, excuse me—I'm wrong on.-the'-aqurt,znein ‘led tothe

“ off cnillstoldg f

“them:you

has done brilliant work, in my judgmen, in goting this back jo

sori'who has been ve

ry fortunate, but my most treas: | -

it.Thave many many many pic: -



,tures that people—the prxsoners sent me_; “:;at I keep _and. treasu
- and-my miost treasured: picture. is little Billy Si
“his’ father the night

'y,_:fdil‘lanm and: Sam ‘Neta, ‘ps

',' k)

"pgnglar ‘sense; Well all. th ;bnefin

ve f«icamps in;;

Let's tbf“that;lrttle babyf‘
~Letsgo ‘what it 1d me

" eX ot the spring-trip-in Laos I visit
'who was g “senior Pathet Lao: official Laos.

-asked him. if he would: give me. a. hst of the prisoners, a
estingly. enough he said—because it would

,.hol ‘prisonérs, He boasted about holding lary e'"'riiimb'ers' fpns- B P

.mend yowon'the infe

‘ J

Then let’s go: back:

e enibassy of ‘officials.

reason it should-have: been classified.
of State;" Assistan

bassy in. Vientiane agrees with 't

parenthesrs,
emy forces did‘riot ‘maintain prison-of =
gs f 'enteredf - -

—

0 the: mformatron th t—a ‘d ifi; com-"i"f.'::"
rmatlon ‘that ‘you’ve-had declassl‘f%ed afte all .-

s Hereisia Jetter from*leEagleburger, acting Assistant Secretary
Secretary. of :Defense, I guess-yes; internalse: <.
5 cunty“affalrs, ‘to: the Secretary of Defense.: He talks:
- o Pathet Laomay -hold/a- number. of - umdentxﬁed U.S: POWs; -al-- -
though ‘we.cannot’ accurately Judge ‘how many.:The American’ Em- L
L is‘judgment:: It says: Deféense: In-
telhgence lists™ approximately: 350 US rmhtary and cmhans as
Lo mlssmg or, captured Laos, . - '

about: The

,-f*-.'.the-famlhes to ‘kno,w if the men_ were ahve

. . be held and how they know' 1t PR :
pnﬁoners e t;;allllliwed 10 glve—h;s-nam 1Y whlch I ﬁn inte

- ‘sure ' my- f; has had over the ‘years.

famlly, and for 4 years my children lived with that

' ent: émployee 5o we've got to-—we ve SR R

ot e Govemhrlm ‘and It;e}on and. so. forth..Now he " o

* claims that- meetmg didn’t, take: place; but three of my associates— R -

excuse me, two of my associates’ were in ‘the room when ‘it took BER
' place. It's my understandmg that the man who set up the meetmg

got to hide’ h1m,

- remembers that it took | lace

PIl just tell you_right hére—T'm under ‘oath and it ‘took
pla!tsclet SouI J;:t it: frorsh the %IA statlon chlef I got 1t from Soth Pe-

trasy, in spring of 1970; -
“The

, ‘CHAIRMAN.. Excuse me for mterruptmg you, Mr Perot Let e
me Jjust tell 'you that I do not think. he Is gomg to be coddled We;_.,:-l_;;:.:,

with him this'afternoon:
' arﬁdr:xeleg‘né Yes, in closed testimony.

ht, srr Whatever you say. Now let’ o on.

Perot You mrtxally gave closed. testxmony

Laos, and I’ 0 to focus*‘_:} Y
-Mr. PERof. Let’s go on, Now we're in F ?egbple that .~ [
~ came outof Laos were people: who ‘were ‘captured by V1etnamese A

you on; Laos because. riobody came out of Laos. The on
troops on the border of Laos; nine people came out..

Was there ever ‘anyone in Laos? General’ Vernon Walters, in tes- o
t1mony before Cong'rgss in 1976 page 3 says except for permanent:,.:: e

: | ht? Can you imagine the expo- + * !
estmg We ve ot to; coddle him, right - ergtlnamese sent |
ple to: Canada 1in"'1970 with -instructions.to- lull me. and my

'The CHAIRMAN. ‘Initially he: wﬂl glve closed testrmony, but 1f %
needsbeltwﬂlbemade public.
Mr“szo'r All vi

ell that is the same thmg we d1d witl y(,u’ Mr .,j '.'.j"_',i'

el thls is ' what's being:
- partment::“There has:beén’
. other than the: one’ ebruary 1i
~tured-in-Laos by the
- We'still-have- the La

v' SR Laos regardin,
. ing, To date there’s beet

. Here's the letter: fr%m Secre ary
Natlonal Secu

n 1o accounting of U.S:

“Now the war i over, the pnsoners have come out of Hanol, and --ﬁ i

& -MIA questmn remalmng unresolved There f}:{
- " ‘appears to be'a heed for a “well-orchestrated plan for- solvmg the .
"+ -problem of .our: L;%saPOWs and. MIAs” Thls

18 March 1973 The
sameneed exists; '

, R:chardson to the.head of the

nty Councrl -J:am-concerned- ‘over: the situation’in .
‘our. men who-are still ‘being held prisoner. or migs-
Lo _personne} missing "
" in:Laos, other than the one’ Februa.re; 73:list of 10 men: who were .

1et

% Er;obably all captured by the Nort namese rather than Pathet

. The CHAIRMAN Could IJust agaJ,n 1nterrupt you qurckly to ask Al

.+ The CHAIRMAN When 1s the first t1me that you became aware of
- 1\;.;;:t ese documents?- ‘ B

- Mr. PEROT: When I read about them 1n the newspaper
TheCHAIRM{r\N Just recently R UL TR

--The: ‘CHAIRMAN; OK

Mr ‘PEror. Yes. But agam, there 5 nothmg secret about thrs o

s just-kind ‘of correspondence back and forth. -

N°W let's go. back to the—now we have the: CIA statlon chxef e

" question. The committee is well aware of these documents because
L thle&' have onI{,Just recently surfaced o

We ve got Soth Petrasy talking about these: people: Right here " .

fense talkin talking about these people.

" ‘And now we're at the Paris: Peace Conference and we' Just go to
SRR gthe newspapers, which have. never béen. classified, and the. ‘people "
"= at—our. people: at’ the Paris’ Peace - Conference ‘were . asked: w}g o
-~ ' 'about the people in Laos. And ‘our. eo le replied; oh,. we'll get
" -+ them back through: Hanoi, Very quick }' e Pathet Lao saxd oh, no,
cous you will have'to deal direct] ectly with us. It’

e we can’t h1de behmd classlﬁcatlons here

va: Ve got. the: Secretary of Defense and the Assrstant cretary of

le <
at .

5 all in the newspapers 0. :



i, ‘prisoners came. home
. .. -rations money, "’

o

y. and they go

-—Let.me-just- say—«somethmg-?as early-as-.

‘thatf‘ ason;

. tried to" 'calin: them
“7. " coming from'and never lost
-.do-was-Ross-P erot“He*was"'

_%We mie your attention. I realize you've got: d“s,x,gwmg Y°u three .
" by five: cards ‘and all that stuff, but just for RN
" .“We ransomed the ;people-out: of Hanoi.. We. ransomed ‘our-prisoners =~ ' L. [
eito.sit right ‘here. today“be-—-;;:-ﬁ-.,.i-: - Q-
Hano bu “we never: wrote .the = .. Tl ¢

.}‘out ofrHanm Senator McCame able

keep

: ha pened to the 350 prisoners that are there:

0.weeks later the Defense Department declared them all dead SR
and the-test is- history. Here we have the Secretary of Defense e

- .saying'to.the head of: the National Security Council—I didn't read =~ % -~ -
. this’ part ‘of it He says we maybe need to.go in and:have some - - ' 1. .
“more air strikes to, shake these guys up And 2 weeks later we de- REREE Y | I

clared them all dead.

* Dr. Roger. Shields d1d 1t He told ‘me dlrectly over 'the. phone,:.‘;v el
years Jater when I was doing my study that'he did it under orders

You have his testimony; I don’t know.what his testimony is’ now." . R i he would olip then 1o odictue

Why was that done? Watergate, The Government was in crisis. . f'{ - him pubhcly ‘He had ¢o

" We had identified

The ‘war ‘was: over. Prisoners were home; quote. There was not:a . Y 3 EE "'had honored lum
ed.

. 'war in-Laos. Keep in mind, there was not a war in Laos, folks. We ~ [ i . .-
" never admitted it, and yet we:had:all of these: people in uniform— T 0
who were- umformed military personnel flying misgions and. ht-}?" SN @
‘ingon the groundin:Laos. Who. trained ‘Vang Pao’s troops? Tt - . 1" .iI""
wasn’t the Girl Gmdes, I’ll tell you that. We-had a.war.in Laos, but . SRS RO | PO
we never adm1tted it 80 .w 'Just shut 1t down, an' 'thel rest 1s hxsto-"?' S | ERTI '-i-ﬁ,;-'i‘*h
OK now movmg ahead culckl -—m case. you-rei' mterested and,- S

gince’ hlstory has-been rewrtten, in 1976 there. was a series'of in-. . | |-
terestmg interviews with people in: terms of the1r perspectlve about 7 ini[@ ..
my’; 1nvolvement at that time. And they're:on audiotape,’ because R R | R :.'

these ‘were oral interviews taken directly with the people: .

1l-just give you a couple of sound bites to | %t it in Iferspectwe,: |
ush: Dedicated and . | {1}
pnnclpled were, the two words I’d use in, descnbmg Ross Perot N I R

smce ry is being rewritten. From George

Bt j,l.yj_; and I:could draw more stre

‘1'minute listen tome. .~ . 7 Senator. REm. Again, w

‘ | Je said: I think he's: so“
10nest..g openl y: uncomphcated n-terms™
,_,mndered_i ess effectxve for tha

: :patnotlsm,

ears-after the war;‘f-"Cha y Jamies;,
-stal general All the ‘warriors love: Percﬂp To'them "'
»i;undetstood us: He is articulate, tough, and
thxs stable guy who was’ always there and-
wn.and.’ also ‘inderstood : ‘where “we ‘were '
faith in us and what x
the steady; stable fac
: 1ngth irhomdaRoss o
, at was the date on that?:
leo'r Same trm 1976 “All‘these" interviews: too

we were tmngﬁto*;;;;,»
tor right in. there,”
than from’ ’anyone else

laée

wasslrnatx;tf:oulgtov kriow 'w
. .enoug| ow:the 1tfalls “And-
i enough to-check: andl sgy I thmk beca

"ar.tIf you go read the ﬁne print, you’ll see there are all kmds, ofin- .. bl
* teresting little  stories-at  this point-intime, :people ﬂuttermg
around on: this issue: And. then, g U 'want. taknow why thig'thing - -1~ v O
' t the po -mind: these letters were- written-in‘late: - -
; d ‘there is not a hint in-these: letters that anythmg as

.. Now, 've juick) A
Lk General Scrg’w?:ro e

L inmy. Judgment ls one of t

- Now here’s my:

... . ‘imagine what his life m

.. of the Natlonal Security (

' Ws were 50 concemed

Van Dat, who had lived with'them i
~South V1etnamese fighter. ‘pilot wh

And. wouldn’

I talked to them on tl&e phone‘
0 not:
a . Brent Scowcroft agnu he ;
L'say I understand. He

cross the border,
laughed He said, Ross;-

says. well I understand
One hour later speclal forces land’ and a

yen Van Dat in the trunk of a. spec
put 19°of his. famxly members in the
Nhut Alrport he s back in; th1s country,

he -was: smart-

82y now look; if this is ‘WTong, 1f it does not fit'
k,“counterproductlve,, let me know. That's the
edf‘ ge of -'treatment T tlunk he had a b1g

we’ll g0 to Just one- other and we’ll 0.on to
' been ‘around’ this i issue forever agnd who,

he finest people in: our ‘Gow
kind"of guy: It’s: 1975, Sai x aigon' is fallin, rament.

ust: have been llke that day?

g; can you "
He was head

about a man named Nguyen
n the prison camps, who wasa
0. had been brutally treated. be- -
-when' they were dying.
e to this country.:We
a cross-country tour whxch he nchly de-

P And now he was in, Sa1
" former POWs -who had’

o gomg in'to get him back.
his: l;o:ulr:try had that kmd of courage

gon w1th his fam1ly and 1t was fallm d
been through hell were as. close: as Ban l?dh,
t it be | nice: if everybody in
They were gomg in to get

I ﬁnally got them on the phone in
let' me try. I called
it's a busy day. And
why we need to:get -
van showed up. They
ial forces officer's: car.
van, took him to Tan Son
he s a U S cltrzen

_.. O e e

:fbut to me [ff

~who’ s*here‘today, -did the mtem WS.
rdered to: declare'jgthe nen ‘dead:. leioss
on: He was’ smart



. Scowcroft, got iy at
. proved:that nothing is more im ortan’ th

nplo eSSOy ' :"-V:é:t',sgr‘otf;{tdf coddlethem,nght‘? | "
t :._53t'ellow mother:thought enough of him...
born‘ o‘ j‘.Just tell me. hlb name And}’;

stood-by: people-and-served-them-
.+So:very quickly: from Brent here: He h

ldc

_‘example of American'p tnotxs
"'h "the’ nest'

Now‘ I:don’t say any:of -;thxs for self-servmg i

- -":"ﬁ'SICk of having it rewritten. I hever said a. word: ahout it at the, endf

~of - the. war.: These thmgs have never been printed’or: pubhshe' S . A
- Well. I cotild go-on."We've got State’ Department officials’ saying’ the
*- . .same thing: The ill be: up here tomorrow; and if they:rewrite histo: * "'
c Y "'cleanwth' -up: wBut~I SRS

"%?;%}@ry« Tll-come-back,-if -you'll-let-me,-and-
o ,jt_;fwon’t bore you with it right now. . /. g
~ . Now'then; after the war we'h

family. at: further risk: I.supplied.all the on-the-ground: intelligence.

.- .every.year;on. the CIA’ you’d think they.could: hay
body on the ground ngh

hen: Gelneral ozier: w:

- On the hostages in Beirut, o several occasions Iv was asked to help

& 4. ever. ‘surface, and of.course, right ‘on cue it surfaced.

. In'1986 T was-asked:to. serve 'on’the Tighe: Comnnssxon I was. I
" ‘busy at the time and told them 1 couldn’t General Risner served .

s '_ on my behalf.

. Early in 1986 I got a call from the V1ce Presxdent There was'a S
" man in Smgapore in jail who had a tape of prisoners of war'being = §®. 19

" used as‘slaves in the Golden Triangle. Vice President Bush.asked- [ [
- meif I would buy the tape from him. The man wanted $4.2:million, . = | .=

- ¢ . the'Vice President said that I would be reimbursed by the Federal - . ‘- |~
.- Government if the tape were authentic. Then he said a'General | -
. Lenny: Peroots w0uld call me from Defense Intelhgence and bnef R

- . me on the details. -

L General Peroots. called me. To make a long story short the mang SRR &
AR was in jail'in’ Smgapore ‘We could’get-him out-on ‘bail. for $100 000‘;;-.': R ) I
. ’but he ‘couldn’t leave Singapore and the tape was in Bangkok So bl
- ".we had to find-‘an: Indian businessman that he had ripped off for .} .|
$45 000, pay the Indian businessman $45,000, and the' fellow gotout © . p
o of jail, went to Bangkok, and right there a:man 1 'had never heard” - | .. ",
" of from the White House staﬁ' the Vice President’s staff,: namedg S U I
" “Don"Gregg called .and said we: have decided not to relmburse you: i g
- Well, thls was like an old1 mov1e m my 11fe m deahng w1th the Fed AR R

T',I-V-[ eral' Government. I said OK.

“Then General Peroots called and aPOIOglzed profusely And I Fan

- .$aid, PIl go 'ahead; fellows, but I want to know one thing, Who

made the pohcy declslon" ‘Well, they all froe on, that, because. S N R

_T'txme, the money, from an-altruistic motive'to help. t} ig countr: to 4
. help:his fellow man;- to"help’ his. fellow servicémen. ﬁ)’da theHﬁnest L

| g ‘ "f:‘,f-fof‘ﬁce T says b

1 S, wm.tmmd*"

o whole'geries:of events. Where""ﬂl"' 3
‘.. was asked:to-help the Government, where the Government pledged. . &
" that:my-name.would-never.surface,-and.it-always:did.and put.my. .

~j"~1-j,;from November ‘through: the end: of the year when-the-52 hostages
- wete taken in.Tehran. And when' l}"ou ‘think:how, much' youspend .~ . c|

DTSN recovery o . ,.v.‘._,‘ ".".. PARSS | PN y';.'....‘,,.'

there, and I did. Again; all with the: pledge that none of. thls would

NI d,:well, let meispeak to the Vlce Presxdent Well he w S

@ .. of th .cou try H_e came:back-in-the: country. I'said’ ask him &s :dll"

i v me when he comés.back: T’ didn't. hear from him. I called'him; and ::

: --‘-%.}:,.ge said he did:not. know_ anything. about. it,.and.I ‘said. well, call: .- -
o eneral Peroots and “Don' Gregg: because ‘they are. the peoplef )

s about it -and:then all-I wantto: know is”

e :who made the.po ﬁ olicy dec1s10n" Well; T never: got a call'back:: . O

*i .- Meantime, - :seoﬁy& oult %f 181.11 I calledhthe Vice Presxdent’ S

S 5-out:of jail. We'll never sée him-again. 'And 16-and’ .~ -
..;':,,Av:‘jbehold he did go.to Bangkok, he did call me: fro%n Bangkok- ::d o

said-he had the tape, was: ready to.Come to the United States; Keep-

l,amSpeclalw ‘orces-officer;-a~former POW""named ~Mark
S ' Smith,. had seen this:tape. And the thing that captured-my- atten-_ o
.tlon, Mark Smith said when he'saw it; he cried; because these were .. .
B POWs:being :used' as' slaves in: the Golden Tnangle ‘Well;- Special -~
e orcessg'uys don’t: crf -very-eaisily; so-that caught-my-attentionr———--:—
Well, to make a ong story: short,-this: man was: comingto the . -
" 'United: States. He has' several- names-O’Bassey, Gregson——maybe =~
o, somebody. somewhere knows his ‘real name.. He wanted - me to' buy
L h1m a-plane ticket..I'said no, for $4.2 million you_buy. your-own
: .~ plane ticket. He la ;%hed ‘He'sdid I-thought I'd try. T keep the Vice © '
’resident’s office: tormed. He comes to-Washington. He. calls.me; . ..
ey He says'T-am-in Was way to Texas. I said fine.. " -
'+ He says.no, your people tried:to arrest. me. :And- this fellow was =
S really mad at me because he' thought'I'had set him up.’And Teon-"
-+ 'vinced‘him T didn’t know anythmiabout it, the deal Was still, good. v
e Thseg' (I:hlsse(li him at the alrpor't’ They tried S
en I startedcalling: Washington - saymg who 1s t to”.f.'-" |
Sl R arrest this:guy? We want the. tape. V%zll I'never got an. anrg;'ng to
L :ﬁg ;I‘% g;atll{?r a(anlfmt%ry short, l]x?eeﬂed the country and the last . -
e was in Beirut getti
that is just one. more ‘misfire. o g mg knee surgery So RE
That. was 'in .early—say that ran through the spring and early c

oni; I'm’

- summer of 1986, The Tighe Comm1ss1on report was released— o
K .ﬁmshed ‘They asked me to.come in. "The.Vice: Presndent askedv;'nag
R %3_ come in:and.do.a- followup study. And [ said there is no need to. e
oW know we left men in Laos. And I don't. think the Government
o will do-anything about it anyhow. He asstred me they would, andT - .

- said I want the President to-assure me personally that he will. The -
SRR President assured me' personally that he would do somethmg about o
el
: n the middle o study, out of the blue, the V1etnames t- S
ed me-to visit-—now,: this was- publicly known that I’ ‘was ;o:rr:;la'."f
e studi—-they invited me:to come to Hanoi. Well, this'was kind of 8 .-
o illxloc to me because all they had ever done to me before was.try to. -
A o d t:tfv eéndidthean ﬁ::t?ly gt:% todm ltlous:k one time—their repre: ..
TN — nately, didn’ it o
r the gOtkto the front yard. y didn't make. it to. the house, but:
- Now, keep in mind—see, my tnmng is bad for som reaso L
now have Iran-contra At the end of the war we had Wate!;gavtvc-ze




) e o

we have another. White: House cri
"got ‘turmoil inthe National Security Council; e

 defensive, everybody is rying to protect his positon, and
nd. the Vietnamese.ask me to visit. 5.

Now

Iran-contra: So.we've . {7

e several

e the advrice trip to Hanoi, wab invited by the Vistassy:

mes after this to go back to Hanoj. He'visited. with . -

" ishing tny study and the Vietnamese
- = I'go to/see the Chief of Staff.Don Regan:bec
.- troublegetting’ answers ‘anywhere' else, and,
' " 'wanted me to go see’the Vietnamese. And I
. "sent: word back to the Vietnamese:I would
-1 1o talk:-about. POWs,: an

" cleared it. And I'would
©+ "1 éxplained to Don Regan'why I had come to him. I'e;
.7 him’that Icould'not go through the National Security: Co
., .cause it'was suddenly in an adversarial ‘mode and I:felt.i

Government’

not go unless th

ey sent me'a wiitten invita: - [ ]

n in:the middle of-the . " K {{ -

i anddl e wounded fr
o toassist the' families and wounded:
:../is 2 small world an and wounde

" Jeak.it:to:the. press:. I visited with/Don R

" me saying he felt he had to tell the Natiorial Security Council. Sam - [ {{ -

. ":Donaldson got the story. He gotit frompeople who will be testify- - 1| o+ Now, if you look at how

" [ T

" "ing before. you in the next few days. It shows you Where their prior-- .

" ities are, Tuirf is, more important than that. Power and control/is” .= "

- more importast than one man left alive held against
' until we get that straightened out,up'here, we won't
2 Govermmient.

"body was'in a defensive:mode around Iran-contra. .

*""day before the Sunday I-was supposed:to go;the-advance-feam-had . . "~ |
# ' .gone in, I had received a written: invitation, I-had kept-the White . -
" 'House fully posted. I called up and said do you want'meto goor .~ -
" not? Senator Howard Baker; who was'then the new Chief of Staff, . -

| . .called back ‘and said. we want you to.go::We want you fo go-asa .- ' .. 1
-private citizen; not as.a Government emissary, and' very candidly .

" the'reason he said they. didn’t want me to go 45 a Governmentem- - .

" Hanoi."And we want you to try to talk to.them-about having Gen-. .. *

' _eral Vessey as the President’s negotiator, which I was in favarof || -

. and which was a ’g‘ood;;i‘deé'. AndIsaidfine, - - -
v Well, T left on.Sw te-citizen, K .
* 'with the. Vietnamese, did everything they ‘asked. me to'do, came ..

" back, briefed Senator Baker, asked to meet privately with Presi- |-

' experience snd ¢

slilve ‘him-a letter summarizing the findings of m{ R
1e study. and the trip. T asked to meet just with. = -

" Senator Baker and President Reagan. I was assured tha I could. | |

" The meeting was set on May 6. When I got there we had two mem- .~ " |
~"" " bers from the National Security Council, Mr. Carlucci and General - - |
" Powell.. Mr. Baker -pulled .me aside -and ‘apologized -and -said that . [

o aboutiib L

. ‘the letter-with him;, and I will be glad to go'through the letter with .© /" -} &

©.you because I think it covers the core of what I think we need todo . -~ R
- still, And that was'the end of the study, wheri 1 gave the President” - | . ] 4"

" day and it vani on the 5:00 news. The next morning he apologized to K= =

et ool 1] [rrtment was supposed to be the man ¢
@@ " That byin

- didn’t surprisé me. T thi
. CIA But I'd say it was ot

L I'I;h :3 g GOdy?ul:ab‘;elé?d the
.18 no reason for that SIGINT to be secret now. The wall has come =~ -
b .;.,ﬁﬂ?}iim‘-ﬁﬁ.’.gg%ﬁ&:el;han%eaimé.‘-vwchnﬁlfgi,téggamé;.:_ i
Lo ek une codes and the technology back in.Laos during the waris' .
ot giving up fnv secrats. Tope . ocge.and the hammer. You're .
._“;‘-;'Ko'rea’,‘:Rgt;gs?a;:}.&;écbggit;:; Let's stop covéring it up. Let's expose it,

‘Were o significant resulfs. M. Thach T
¢to New York. the UN. i 100 wpach

all~my-Governmeit’

‘had Panama,'I-was called immq for -
hié people’ of Panama, assisted the families
‘ d.1991; I'was called again =~

history is bembfzert{:’ﬁwmlnl%l—th:s
S s of ‘,,r_','yqur‘*'committée”'g‘ rewritten—now, just think =
ment that"they didn't ha
And T said fine, just have B:

.afeiy G

mmiitee started, suddenly [ get'a call - :
: S“P%Y%@Oﬂexi%t"%the%-Déféh“s“g—'l)éﬁﬁﬁ
they.could get work “done: for. v

t Scoweroft call me ind

e.operate, anytime'I gét & call.

o e _ there's & pattérn. I'll ‘say have the.hea oﬁtheNauonalSecurl:ltl;~

‘ouncil give me a green light and Tl do it. T never heard back Tt
‘time, 50 1 mever heard back I hope they ot the oy boRt.
they are doing the work. A Mr. Ford foom the Defeoe oe.

Wweited to hear, never heard, and let tht A
£5.US pretty ‘much-up to sum of my activities, and I- -

., think probably the highést and best use of your tine nowwould be' -

e e o auetons, e hop T o e

\. " thought: You know how much sons i Gl on just this

A e prou8Rl: fou know how.much your children ‘mean to you. You

" ‘issary"is with all the headaches they had-they didn’t need one. - T ' - akﬂgm;zoilmllgge);ur parents: mean to you. You i’:.f‘ow%%?;‘mﬁ‘éﬁ o

""" more " héadache like Ross Perot, Government' emissary, held in. .. ED? @ " "up util&ebr:on the m:;";;,ﬁ:g ﬁ'g}':gfrﬂ}ﬁ‘ﬂi‘ezwg‘éc?hﬁfempli

"1 would be like if you had lived in hell, just Tived in hell for oo iie - -

" odd years, think what it would be 1ike 1y sencr s e oF 2-SOMe

’ , SN AR . U herehapo onk waat 1t would be-like to spend a few years back
unday ‘as a private citizen, went to: Hanoi, visited. .- [ - I BRI here before you.died..Think what it:would belike. - yrsaCk '

oW, we . haven't - mentioned- Russia- We "haven’t ‘mentioned” © -

. Korea. Hell, the record in Korea is worse than it is here, in terms .~
s e 100, W Tecord In-lKorea is: worse than it is hére, in terms .
oL pumbers, Aud 3 . Question that, read Genen Matk Clarts
ttesth - Sustlal they. took ‘people at the end of World War I, .
i Aneg ;ﬁok,people from Korea, and they took people from Vietham. . *

Jou've got,to do is go dig through the SIGINT, particularly = -
Vietnam, and you'l fad it o o pertelarly
V>.an enormous capability. to gather this information.

guts to force it out in the open; There * .

ia, Laos, Vietnam, G

den Triangle, those”

| .} Jump atyou. Maybe I've missed some that you think of,




Now Iwas supposed to have access to: ‘ TP
Y ! anythmg And a’ part of
y‘ eelducatlon ‘was’ léarning ‘how. big: the: labyrinth can be:. ‘When T ..

for-that-document there- was a lengthy ‘delay and:then I was-

plause

" warning now, if-1 may, that there. will be. no; .demonstr
- ‘either side: of any questions. that are. aske', r.answers, given;.and if :

- anybody: sees-fit-to try-to.d monstrate, thi ’*’w.arnm'g"will‘*-serve as.
" notice to.the. Sergeant at Arms that: we wi 1 politely ‘ask: le.t '
o be ‘temoved: The committee wants:to'do ork. :

W
" Now, Mr. Perot; I apprecxate your testimony. . You.i, ave.
on'a. ‘great many aréas. Thi ‘ ‘ 18
questrons of . large ‘scope .an ‘questions. of detail.. There is a- lot of
- emotion;’ obviously, in’ "what. you have- talked : '
- before the committee.and you talk akiout:a pe
greets you coming ih’ He““e”“arfd'thm?‘l's,
‘& grandfather, we understand that. ‘There is. not:a Membe,
- committee who has not likewise been ‘_,nfronted or wntte
we kniow'the emotionthat i driving this issue.
o The effort"today, wrthout ‘being-perceived
1. do"not think theré is a“Member of this'c
feel this émotion ‘every d
. nam, but without’ succumbing to that emotion
level where we are r‘ea’lly looking in" hard-nc
S reahty, trymg -this,.T would like"

. reahty_ .
" Now.first; or ike to establish whether or

recor T woul

Ro er Shields of ‘the

| ’,-v'.«.The CHAIRMAN There w111 be no, demonstratlons ‘Letmegivea, .
strations on.

There, are alot of .questions for us: to:ask;

sensmve, ~because-——- i
_ imittee who-doesnot- . .7

‘,’.‘partrcularly those'who gerved in-Viet- oo all
; lifting ourselvestoa .o oo
t,e'rms at ,fact at SRR

n: with. : ‘.__"‘:"
fa*chlld'that “has: never*k}rown'

L toldswe can’t-find-it-Now:-this-is- -an‘inte Sitd
& restin “I-heard
-this term'o ’a:«number of occasions—we: can’li tgmtgrrrtf, AT beard
‘mean it didn't'exist, That: ‘didn’t ‘meanthey ‘didi

+"it:That just meant they couldn't find it

- clear, that in 1976 Dr. Shi ds

excuse' me, tha ‘ 'would
-;:A%hn 14,1008, -

‘_y;-f;—;}?-} éffect-that-he-argued with Bill C1 |
- wereall dead and Bill: Clements: gggx;t:usgr di T could ot say they

SR »'.aThe CHA!RMAN Is that accurate" |

oo 6 ‘
- at’'some pomt in.time lgou became privy:to a ‘conversation that Dr. ...~ " L n 1 have your copy? And he seemed ‘'very nervous. abott- my- get-

efense Department had with Mr. Bill Cle- '~ - O
ments ‘who at that time was in the Defense Department with the. o - -

responsrbrhtles for POWs D1d you become aware ofa conversatlon - i you want e to do. An

- cated someone had talked to him and he shouldn’t give it to.me. So. .

That doesn’t -

- How many years:did it take.them. to find. the- Gaines.reportfi

report " you know, so on' 30 ‘f'f orth?- her

Mrr PEROT 1986_
e ‘CHAl

4y 'rme exactly he d1d~ 1t Bu"“'“
have ‘ to be : 1973 yes Because it happened

IRMAN, "Andat" that "tlme somethmg ‘was said - to the

id not’ hearime th

dead

Mr. Peror. Yes. Then, he told metot' y to get it; T o ‘
i y Y. it; T couldn't .
- had a copy.:I went-back to-hi gamd said T caﬂ’t g:: it b

his copy, said that it was in stor
, age, it would bedifficult
5 I said Roger, I'll dpay the cost, I'll send: people up;; wlfatev::
then. finally, in a very oblique way. he'indi- . -

- he had? UV RES | AR
“Mr, Peror. When Iwas domg the POW' study in- 1986 for the: LM svh:ﬁh:a rvn,eg:e i Ihope ou all have the memo. Idon’t know
Vrce President I heard thls story, I called Dr Shlelds 1 sald Roger, B i3 The CHAmMOANsayl\sI
I’m surprised. . O R e you han ted ow, - tummg tO a. larger plcture for a moment |
‘The CHAIRMA! You knew h1m? O EFE WO Slghtm;e p°“;ts to. this map over here and you point to ‘the hve-
' Mr. Peror. Yes. .Oh, sure. I sa1d ger, Im surpnsed that you CEAY T back, i thepo and you talk about the need to get 'oné American
declared all the men dead in April 1973..He said, I'was ordered to-.. - B {1 . " - poipa ere is ‘one American_ back, two. Whatever persons might
“do.it. And he said he was ordered to do it by the Deputy Secretary . E {1 Sitio rtg’ tvhe need to get them back. Now; repeatedly in your depo- - "
" of Defense; William Cléments. Then he said words to the effect that - Fe.cbf . "*‘-tlonsn A ¢ committee you talk about the importance of negotia- :
he protested because Just 2 weeks earher these memos were gomg;'}; b e esti gain. and again you say—let me read. In answer to one.'*
| around coele 1;33 you said-if we Just go straight to Laos and Vietnam and -
.'The CHAIRMAN The memos that you referenced earher‘? URETOTUIVERSES ERN B PR t"lZnand negotiate hard and stay on'it, we will get it done, "
. ‘Mr. Peror. From Eagleburger and chhardson in the Defense De R T T :gr:ﬁc d it has been your consistent belief which you. expressed N
partment SESEN N I S tlf White House in the eighties that' we. should be negotratmg
The CHAIRMAN Let me come back for a moment when you say SRRV CO U OIIVIr eir return, is that. accurate? .
he protested—- DECRER BEER I BN PEror. Yes, sir, and if I may elaborate let’s assume you have :3 .
"Mr. PeroT.. Basrcally, he dldn’t thmk they were dead He knew P R I ,S,I?hmﬁthng I'want. My only way to get it is to negotiate with you.
'that we hadn’t gotten anyone out of Laos. Then ke was told words . |9-) @ . That’s-ona person-to-person basis. On a national basis we have a
" to. the effect, you didn’t understand, they are all dead. Then'Dr.. -\ 14" ,‘Ifﬁr ‘we did not win. We had no leverage at the-end. of the war.
Shlelds sard Ross, everythm%‘you need to know: from-me you can - it 44 U ey kept those Pprisoners as leverage. to get.the Nixon- reparatrons
T get in. a’memo 1 wrote to the Secretary ‘of Defense. ‘And if they ~~ - & - money: In my letters to the Presrdent whrch maybe we ought to o
. “won't give it to you, I have a copy But I would rather you get 1t-a_ SRR T 1 S mthrough in more detall_.... L g

' from them

The CHAIRMAN We w1ll



""" ment wants them back.

e 'John Vessey, correct"

C ‘that, would you take him at face value? iy
L < 'The- CHAIRMAN:-: Now, -you ‘continueé to- beheve, even' to  this

" ‘_-The.CHAI‘Iu_dAN So--th | nl ':;effectrve way,’ thls hat I am; get~
because ish
ne

rre'nt ;'z;ghcy, but the only effective- way

" ‘and we asked
theéf;question,?;I:‘s'aid;l.;didi-i jou ve-.responslblhtles thhm the mili-

th

ister-Thach, mthat_.

the one: I drd wrth Forelgn Iini
.';him,;:ithefother %';y’ ‘he was under. oath-—I asked him.

 service for this issue?

71'heApr111987.t" to Hanoi..
~The CHAIRMAN.: Now, let

‘::iéidpusrguﬁrgymsa}' to You whyldoes your Government' now’ %xpelc’t—how .
- does;it expect us fo get people back, you declared them dea Gover
o . Mr.-Peror.-No, sir. They' saldl why should et think ur.

| v' .them why' we. want
Cr CHAIRMAN. "And ' ou made 1t clear to o
s thzgxeback as have other people, s that not. true” R
TMIfe mmiis Now, I take 1t you have great respect f : General:- e

MI' PEROT Yes . h oft. WOlllda‘
CHAIRMAN.' And General Vessey isa person who y
o be'lligse his word. If he says if I tried to do'this and! .,you: tned to do’

. " Mr. Pegor. Absolutely; yes sir. | have.no'reason not to::

i ‘moment, that:a’ livesighting report- f°119W up s not an, efficlent

_"way to-resolve this problem, do you not? S S i
'II‘Ilfe PERCHAIRMANOT Abso%gcegzse they ml%ht move somebodY; you W°“1d
noltﬁ!realygngrn dL%‘tPsasl:)yt;%a:ﬁgéectén, lgg., %r;dl 1355 ggeto pg r;g;' frf :f
: ﬁ,:ﬁ:pe}:(;:\srgsr:g r;xte;}lr::: f?::dogl :o g%pto any townhouse within a 1

jfnever find h1m g

the 'last '5=.years,

7 eigh]
- come: clean-on this? Why don't you,—rf you ‘need money)llf you need
R somethmg for 1t, Just g'rve us the gu who are ahve‘?
DI n?

g v.‘;“anybody to trade for.- The
* . negotiate for today, Mr. Perot? What i
. ing in-this

*‘square-mile radms, but. I have to glve you an hours notlce, 111 R R

6 Vietnam howmanytlme'S? TS
T Five ‘imes; he Bald PRany

vately to. take former Fo r-

:":"’I,saxd have "'ou ever had. occasron
: - hey; look; why don’t. you...

*h-aside and say to’

h id that ever
a

saxd I have ralsed that 1ssue at every meetmg

Have you ever had any nibble or any indication: whatsoever that

there was. a deal to be. made 1f the nght terms were struck‘?

None, was his answer, : o
anyone. ever: offered you, ‘at any level of the Government oF

- . "ﬂ‘civihan cadre, entre to live. Amencans by V1rtue of your posrtron‘? |

o, sir, -
Do you have any ev1dence today whatsoever from those ﬁve tnps

an,d from: your journeys around Vietnam that ‘someone is alive:

today in Vietnam?
'None. of the new informatron we have gathered leads one to be-

lleve or adds to any- of ‘the information we: had before that led one
. to believe their might be live Americans.

" Now, I, hkewrse, took Prime Muuster Thach and a couple of

other peo?le aside in private conversation and said, look, this is the
- moment:

it this way. Not a nibble;

t is. 20 years You could do 1t through Laos You could do

e.answer ‘s, Senator, we would love to do 1t We do not have
ere is.no.deal to be struck. So. what do. you .

is-it that you beheve is miss- -

equation, . which, mcldentall I take it,"in your trips; -

llkewxse, never produced thrs frmtful deal that you are talkmg

about?

- Mr.’ Pr.no'r Flrst, General Vessey, _who 1 feel--who ls an. out- ,
g man, was g'xven a very narrow nussron, was not gwen the S




wanted h1 -have
able to show some ‘goodwill-on 2 ourpart. . .
There are ‘all sorts of little 1nslgmﬁcant ,
g0"on—see;, they' feel " jon' the war. They:ffeel. ‘we.treat .
m:like theylost'the war. Th re very, very. sensitive:about .
p. They have figired out' that if—I told bi:hem" ne . .|

e

L M . But, the point is, when we lose, we don't k
. handle it; See; we've got:this giant ego- problem ‘back hes .
" 'we'want to: thumb our:nose at -them,: putour finger in.their eye,'..'.,
s 'and st1ff arm'them _And that’s bas1ca1 y,what we've done most of

ody ‘has_ever done. You .
in 1981 and’

‘,v,.'POWs:fy. ""ddnthav e
Soth Petrasy. tra;:rh NOW, ‘yow're in: ghaen l:tllet"

h Vel e e 4
" General G1ap s dreams he (lled  to
‘Now, that's'a little—I suggested we let ‘him speak at the
~ lege; I thought it Would be very ‘interesting to.our- mxlltary,‘ﬁ

aohearhxsvxew‘ ‘the war, h he__w il¢ ave been ?le R O B B, ¥ %rl’ m both. There's your ace, right there. .. ="

Little, ms1gn1ﬁcant—you build a relatlonshlp If you and:I don’t 1; BN R ‘that does not a ¢ say t}ff you very-politely. and nicely, but
" like one ‘another, and we have to negotiate, and you have: what I L % " . you deal Wi‘th,.-the"-‘isso&of:z muestlon that T asked about how =~
-wanit, I've got-to"overcome all that scar tissue, all that hurt, all. = [ . as you have sugges __,_,,me y commg out deaY. be it Laos, e
'that bad will.. General Vessey. needed a broad mission, not Just a " . Mr. PEROT. f | L RN
httle narrow mission. Five times in.5 years won’t doit.” o o0 The CHAIRM o bod ! PR
“General 'Vessey has to' come to  Washington, get the clearance, o A have their ton e thy comes out °f La°5 and they Stlll SR
get the money, ‘get the budget, get the ‘mission. All these fellows. . .+ Mr. PEror, gu OULAL |

e The CHAIR Théylareca e e
L RMAN. pable of saym ) L
tlﬁeye?rstThm is ridicitlous. I ‘didn’t’ spendg i Wﬁ?‘elrinVlfg:mAfog T

. . tney beat me, and'they: made me be slave la r And don’t ygu

* with-their turf; ‘their -control, ‘their: power.. You ‘see. what I 'mean?.
" You: know how ‘the system” ‘works. " t’s why 1t dldn’t work It’
notbecausehe’snotagreatman |

" Is General Vessey a good tlator? G 0. dars en
“ Tdon’t know. I've never wor ced with' hlm m that area. 2+ "Now,. th gtagee ’{r’lgtﬁeal,%t;;’;’s;‘g ‘X:)tth :t}nellld Th o
‘ The CHAIRMAN. ‘Mr. Perot, my time is up, I just want to'tie. that;_;;,, o e what assurances do. we.have, if the p ey Slt there and sa y,
up with one other question; but we.want.to try to stay.on the times . 1. S ow, ow ‘do you copé wi e that y: €ven could return somebody e
 here, 1. have a-lot miore to explore here, and T'think it is very-im- - -~ p .- Yl; ot T Pr egld:g?;h;nd th 1 d fco
) " ; e' ea ers o ngress ;-i- -

i and it down with them.
. The CHAIRMAN. That is 1t‘7

portant to thoroughly explore this; because it leads to.a ‘numberof -}l
' Mr.. Peror. Sit"down with' them, and 'say,' look War 1s a dxrtyw o

- questions of earlier time. But,: answer for us thls, 1f you would e
Please, because it puzzles a lot of. people. - R N

“With- the Vietnamese asentrenched: ag they have been, and. s j (R ‘u ly ‘thin ;

many public: denials as they have made, - .with ‘as many people re~)’;; SR R tog ll'ellevegtlll‘;’}('a ?tlﬁehilﬁelitff,‘:? llfew‘%,h Russia; and every reagon . -

buffed as they have been over. the years, with no POW-ever having” ." ' . |l* -~ 10 Laos. Now, only in_America: l)voul a ey‘;i ggols’ : trileew a;nlﬁasi:%or ST
| ' m- full: status:

- “come out in this period of time, with all that they have on theline: ~ | |l ~.." . when th AN
3 m terms of thelr pubhc pronouncements and the pnde and so;ﬂ SEON I ,'-"'L,'fihOme e:y‘v:l)oasted that they held your men and never sent anyone L




" See, welve always stayed close:to:Laos. We've alyays hat
" "Department people.over:there, 50 ‘g0 forth ' ‘

.. the war. An .we had. to.do.that; we didn't:

" 'Laos. Right? Didn't have a warinLaos =70 7
. So,-I would just say that we: haven't discussed this yet,
*!*" And before you arid I leave, this is so-important: to e,
we'll:drop conspiracy theories.. will
-cial ‘prosecutor. I'pray:that-we Wi
‘country: Because:if we do, we will.n
. T'pray'that we chat Loff to:he
... all ‘come together. in: this.country-anc. s

Two people. Three hundred people. Who's ever ¢

" One’ person. Two. p s’ hundred
. Who's:ever. there we must bring home.
- mustbring home. . e

ray:that -~ -

even the-threat"
‘of mistakes. hav

- And we will not go.back and scapes
" scapegoat process, 1 take you to Iran-co

1986, Fight? 1t is now 1992, 6 years later, and it o

. "See, These men are getting old. They're gran

- rieed tobe brought out now. .
780, T'd 'say if the President andthe-le
o and said;;

. actept all of the unpleasantness and

. - need to.spend, and I'm'sure all of you would too,-with the men who - . .
n s the price we paxd

..~ have:suffered so.terribly, explaining to them, it:
" to get you out. It.?S-tthe"ohly=-lév.era§3we have.

""you pay it earlier? And we say, no excuse. .
L -_‘AndI-:"sia‘{,-'-wél,ls-I' understand.. -
. . Butall

- these people when they come home. i

. Laotian wives and children. They had o'

7. they're turncoats. . -

" triple-canopy " jungle, and the. war was over, .and you knew. this .- o
" country had left you. And one way to have some semblance of a life ... | @ |
" -“was'to blend info that little community. We'd probably do.it 100 . - . .-

- pereent.

"7 So, i1l be. complicated. But let's sweep over that: Let's not get .- | |
.. " lost in the trivia. Let's'get focused on how '1);91! get them back: Ne-' -~ - :
. would york night and day with you to do that That won'tbehard | |
o todoid  right thing to do. We'll get it over.to the people - @ |@°
* " when they come home, and to their families, it as the right thing * | *.} = -

.." gotiate. We'll. build. a consensus among .t

o
o7

. .to do'if it was the right t

- the price of admitting we were dead wrong, clearing the record, lie- - ||

" ud sid; you have our-assurance--now;. people like—I can go out
""" and build a consensus with' the American people that we will' -

scter | iess and el of the vgliness that will |
- occur 'when they come home. And'I.will:spend .whatever. time I~ 1.

- Kee We could not leave you behind to rot, longer: I's th price 1
¥ "' paid to get you out. Then they're going to say, well, why didn't :.. " -

VAR then they're going to look at us and say, well, we hate you. ||
| ean say is we finally got our heads cleared and'we did -« ~ i : |
- ' Let me complicate it for:.-you;-vaome-_?uéfoiiig,!t'b come home with

" oen desp enovgh into the data o know that. That does not mean

- must, be families here today. I would say, we can't ask |
“to: vote, but. if we said, how many. of you are willing to:-pay .~ |

" April. of 1973,
dead.

.+ Butalllcan ally got ¢ cleared and we did .~ i - | " 'burger one specifically,
i, And we will have to bave & tremendous amount of support for . ol o~ gence being fed to-the highest levels of :
T T @ eing made based on that intelligence, The Eagleburger memoran.

- dum s ol s you stted i whch belly st ey waits
~minute, we: do-riot know what has happened to these guys over in .-

.gotten those answers, < ; . :

* here‘eday o the o :
 but there are some Government oficials tht s commitiae really
.+ has to put on the spot. And one you mentioned was the [CIA] sta- -~ . -
. tion chief, whom we will be talking with lateron. . © " T

" But lot me just ask you ane question. Given the situation that we . -

window of time between late March 1973 am ybody " ... -
When that statement did “curthattheyavrvlgr? :31 g

| We have seen' hose,and I havereadallofth s oy
85 read those. memorandums that, you. velosed o on B

in which we have pattern here of intelli- . o
‘Government, decisions * .

y said, hey, wait a " -

haracterization of that memorandum. - -

‘However, the statement was still made in mid-April' that they~ -

~were all ‘dead. And we still 'have not gottéen that’explanation ro. . © -
. ﬁa"ex;gu-‘lhl:gmmnor Faqs,z.as to why it was made. As hard as we - -
dug into this, we still, in my estimation, have not ‘satisfactorily

hard as we have pursued, as deeply as we have " -

And T hopé that we | nd

erstand that what Mr. Perot has said
tee'is his. own volvemant, Ho b poh 5

" face and what happened in 1973 regarding Vistrom s s e i
+ - to the livesighting reports.on. the map. Tiefe W:;na :i’l(:;rzflfgerlraﬁ Sy




rground: prison. facility:: We :

A ""t ‘esses 'wholcame, who have tes

' ”-whole pnson system in

ve‘sald that ve

o k:want ofa better word, in
o _that.on the record from witnesses. But
jj;._j‘level,,Government officials, who reall

uld‘c ‘you: recomme
.. have.;the: subpoena 'power, , |
./, person to tell'the truth. It can.:fo ‘perse 3
B i,‘.tm1ttee ‘it cannot. force'a “person  to: tell the truth.

" lies,- atthose policy positions

rirteligencs of POWS in Laos, We have all of

o 4] “ to get the truth; that is where 1t ""
! seetns fo e that if we.are gomg. ck gm:,-lthe mid:. or. early . 1970’5, L

o 'thtle thlnfs like that: Do-you-see what - mean?

" the! young: man
o leral essey
. home Wwith-m

10 succmctly o' you thmk i .
:you that'General ! essey § role in this issue is. | ¢
ot xpanded to aos" Does that make any N

if he ‘can bring a piano player in-he

He should be—then, ‘with the Vietnamese, he sa

‘come. over here and play the; prarﬁom They sald Gen- -
ou im;

y General Vessey

§

: _answers_like which. ,
.i..-lﬁwhere.the‘ s hieh "the Presidents, frankly

ve not heen able to get: And it FE

level,-and ‘we have not.been. able to " .‘j ;:
1tdls atanotbel.' g has been darn trustratmg for: RELE

e ‘this issue a long time. Ir%pect vhat v
T "-mdxcated in my remarks ‘Just a general qt

" recommenid that we do? Give us some advi
... Mr. PERoT. Well, my. short=answer- would
R Just treat. ordmary-. civilians. -

- The' CHAIRMAN. Would you'pull

little:
" me. Order them np here and tell

-with. the truth you can move. | -

.. You, see, these people are womed to death a huge number of:-‘.fi'- X 2 R,
R '-them are worried. about. their images. ‘This.is-a' town that lives on:

ERAp how it looks, not how it is. ‘Now, 50 get them—-Just the fact, nobody '
- . is ever going to. criticize t them They Just come 1n and level mth"’,?.

L *you on the whole thing.

L 1 th who ran the war m Laos here in the room. e
‘.-‘-Gggutl%:mat}otalea!gl}ll{:sty Gét,all the people around the embassy. Sl e
" Give them total amnesty. Maybe you could get.a giant break- = |-

""" . through of justa total dlSClosure. G

R ,-then"again, we'll give you. lmmumty lf you gwe us every:
" thing, I e Fd shyihing afer we have iven y0u miity hat |

- . you: didn't give ‘us,’ we're  talking. probably: criminal Penaltles RS l'..:“'.'.:'dld they first talk to you!

e ‘Maybe that clears the guys head and he gets it out' of him..

S r Smith. Does it make'sense: to you from a. negotratlong late
stfrfdlgotrnt you did talk about it; and I could not agree:with you - o DR
.7 miore; that chasing down 11ve-51ghtmg réports, if in:fact the Vret-,,._; e
" . namese or the Lao have people, they aré certainly not gomg to be:“ £ SUTE

S there when we get there 1f we know we are commg SRR DR I RS

Mr PEROT Yes

U mi “close g

Trea like you ttreat ordinary civilians like .. [ @ @

| e e ) tJhem ‘what they havlento do: Butt-_.g A D
SE Governmnient employees, so they get—you know, we got . RIS RN
e ?:’cgtdgea;gd ‘burp them. But, on a broader basis, if you just want . . ;. f - woul d follow and that T bo

to:get. it done, and I'know you do, I would get them all in a room: R R

" and give them total amnesty—total immunity; I guess, is the word - R R

- you use here,’ anythmg to get. them to tell you the truth Because R

And'T'do’ not TR o

e ; .namese at'the request of Senator Howard Baker

T, It'sitoo mlted In my letter I talk about glvmg h1m aﬂ RS
ery-broad rol He. ‘needed’ to have a very:broad: role.’ He needed:to -
e able to make decisions on:the spot, ‘without‘having to come back" . .-
ere nd;‘check Wlth somebody ‘whose.naitie; one of us:would- ‘TeCOg-- .
nize ‘ o‘a:,concert o

. ook let’s let
Tl take h1m -

 is! a'.«man' W1th clout "f.' - o

-ir%:country' -over-the
+I first brough

‘the name of :General Vi

1 Now, as:his

- Let meishow you: how sensitive: they. are The

Swe were following ‘what' they : called the dzplomatrc process. And - -

rerson acceptable

" thought was a very delicate hegotiation. And the way to
. do it diplomatically. Give him a broad role. o
*:. Let'me throw in'a couple of things here, Senator No 1 let’s not 'ﬁ
have any ‘military ‘rescues. If anybody. wants to- talk more about: - -
o7 "that,'T will be:glad to. I know .something about ‘rescues. Let’s not ﬂ
e have any I’Ve never been for that And we. can go mto that S

- that s, if you want to send"in a diplomat, Jou ﬁtrﬁt say, is'this
' ore—-they gave.meé:a. . .

cysald ‘never.be o
lecture on how rude an arrogant our people had been that !

ha ‘béen in to- ne%otlate ‘with them. -

They were thrilled that we were: saymg, is. he acc;ftable
n I set up with ‘them .a’ step-by-step proc

was acceptable They were ve

essey. Privately, the 3' would * - -
e was, acceptable And then we WOul

neral ‘Vessey, That was,’

T called General Vessey when I read that I saxd General when
It ' was much later than the fall. . L

And:I was worried to”death that this -would. foul . ug what I n
J

ewR1ght*now*he 187 Just“"a—-novvi’“kee T
Ssey to the 1et- o

tory has been rewritten; they claim i waszdone earli- K
er.-But-the-facts-are;the-Viethamese had never “heard-that’ General
~.Vessey. might be'the. presidential’ negotlator unt11 ’brought" 1t"' e
' ".Howard Baker ‘asked me to- bring it up.’

ere thrilled that

ure that they O
ped .that our Government ‘would follow. :
S And that is; that I would come' back. I would tell them that Gener- E
ge pleased with the'idea of .
SR havmg neral Vessey. Then the: Presx lent would announce that B
¢ he was going to appoint a negotiator, - L
| Then, privately, we would: send dit lomatxc offic1als to talk W1th ‘
_the ‘Vietnamese .to- aipomt ‘General *
- send word back that
.. ly announce General Vessey. e
" Well, the next:thing that happened is: the State Department had s
e Press confererice. I have got it right: here. And said that the Viet- - -
... 'namese have been drag gIthen- feet, since.last fall on accepting -
think; in April 1978. They had never .
heard of General Vesgey unt1l March 1973 and they certamly S
-~ "neverheard of him in'the fall. -

public- L

1t 1s to S



o get Garw

~ Idid.

; He was So alxenated that thew o S o
w—agam, here th e
- Works; Thoeo}c'l asked me'to build=-to meet’ Garwlv%odet:llrytghcelawotﬁlcll'?v i
,‘comfortable enough so that he could be: mterrogated P

I;.;F"-;—??-;assum :yo’" 5 ‘all—know»whdat JSRG 18 f-;; D 'l
- - the’'group-that's supposed to be getting t} e people
“Finally,you looked ;

t-it, it was
‘}people, most

'Hawan ‘The ,,there S

s :";the commlttee has
. Mr.PEROT.: Fascmatmg ‘This.

forever. I never "could get anybody to tell me. why. -

relatively small numbe o(tl" Lo

SR i the' world’s longest" statroned": 1n' o RE
* - one place Air Force officer in the world. He has been in Bangkok

Now;: I had suthority. from- the: President of: th_ United States -

retanes typed. up:the ta

) '[ when ‘you-went_to-Hanoi

General Eugene Trghe,

Amencan' pnsoners-of-war were “held. He

not there. Sur
ows: today.:

& we can’ determme that

- I'll:never forgel:'y on Joccas n

:‘r-'w7~'----thatwanythmg~1~wanted to~knowwI~was supposed-«to get.answer:to..I .- R}

~'*. never:could get that'answer. T finally ran into the-chief of staff of = |

o 'the Arr Force and I'said; is there" anybody in ‘the:Air Force that has™ -
** been-inone’place’ 10nger than: Colonel :‘Mather? And I dldn’t even o

. ‘know:if-he-would-know:who.Colonel: Mather was:::

.. And. he-laughed.-He says,.no, "hesigot th
: 'can ‘you tell me why. ‘He said, no!

= " “trouble: asaa;refugee coming out
o ::.ttalk ‘about having seen "Americans.
~That is not a positive- thing to’ do in the refugee camps T

7'5“=back across the river:

» +" Now, I'm'not- proud. of our country actmg hke thrs As a matter R
. .of fact; T'm ‘disgusted, But we want'the. men back. Let's drop it.. PP @
ve them amnesty. ‘Shoot, let's Rl

R
you have to. do. Let's geton - | TR the US. e

0 Let's: give: them- u‘hmum . Let's:

.- gend them to Paris. T don care w

A w1th setting the people back. -

"0, . And it’s the fear of dxsclosure on the

R have ‘beeni-a part of this web that keeps | th1s thing in its

. -Senator SmiTH. My time- has éxpired,
BN say, ‘regarding Colonel Mather, that progress ‘'has:

o z least he is out of the Bangkok area.’

‘Mr. Peror. No, I'm not saymg—he may be a good man But I’ e

S just fascinated—_ -

= "_;'fﬂ and he has.been in one place

“Mr.: Pnao'r T-am: just fascmated He 1s the longest-hvmg A1rf"3'“j-:v'  Senator R And I A e
o Vo sy.oenator REID; took note of thls,
e McCam and other’ pnsoners were ransomed g'&u of‘ a\lfcllettr}::rtn Senator S

B Force guy in-one place I've ever heard of. -

‘One last thing, if I -may. The ‘manmade 1sland Garwood’s testr-":‘j-;“ g

mony Has anybody been to the manmade island?_

“You see Garwood came:out, when, in 19797 Believe it or not, '- DN TR

nobody in: our Government ever 1nterrogated Garwood untll 1986 : ' ;-1_' ]""J“--f'f-‘;jy'mOre explanatron of that

e,‘lworldvs record -:-14 1sa1d o

2 'Well, at this: pomt .you: ‘and 'both’ know he's a CIA guy in‘an A1r Coensp e MR
- -.-,...Force umform ‘Now, see; JCRC was kind of ‘a ‘Chirlese fire drill: all g The

“-of these years. when' the. mformatlo . was: hot If you: want to.getin:. .. ¥

' t La sf"come l-m-and

t of all these Feo&l)e who ‘f;" e

Mr. Chairman, I might Just "‘5,1" -
A been made. He - - @1 ¢ .
"~ “has been moved now. to the DIA. ofﬁce in Washmgton I hear So at_..f'- R T

el Wh° were being'held. Is that true?”
DA you. it
R '..want proof of ‘that, I'll: produce a 'DEA agent ‘who.used to. work in -
"7 the refugee camps, ‘who will:give you chapter and verse onthefact . f
- that the word was-out: Do not say anything about living. Americans =~ . f
.'when' you; get-to a refugee camp unless you Want to get shrpped Ik

o w1thout the Government?:

- take of my life. Beca

X would not release them becay

‘Senator. SMITH. Well he has worked on the 1ssue a long tune,;l:'-';"' 5 ‘5‘:"““55"""‘Efa“t - you said, to

T that effect. -

lands, don’t lo kl
T °° ' rke regular.islands;:

MANSenator- Reed

o 19§enator REm. Mr. ‘Perot, it is my understandmg that in’ the late :

pends who’burlds 1t If the Government bullt -»."[1 :‘

-who is retlred 1nterrogated i M sec-'.i'
| tape. He refers to a “manmade 1sland wrhere'f e
1t’s o ther there ;?tide ‘isldnd is, T keft saying to our. Government I

- coat, or whatever B rwood, you-know,-is tum— G
aroundrtgehig%‘:: byl But the facts ar he_was allowed to: froam
oi, did you gWhe? I1:li;alked to ‘}; im, he ssid,
b 0°into, the airport] R
5 g'aess He: saJdcl and they drove y6u straight into towrgorl saégdy(les ?aﬁ‘e s
T 6v§°l'h 1;'0ve > right. by.a_warehouse-where -former-POWSs- Work:
SRR ette ’tha: Imay or ‘may: not. be true: But that’s’ another little vi- .~
bl glan s can femember.:But the key thing is, if you'build a

- manmade ' island; it’s- “probablystill there, rlght‘? And manmade i

S

0’s you were responsible for-a. Tescue ¢ of Some of your employees

- Mr, PeroT: In Tehe ’
. Senator REm. A;de:ﬁ;’ yes, Sir.

Was somethmg that you d1d on your own, ‘-:

-PEROT. Well; I used’ every resource 1n ‘the Federal Govern:.

ment I went to Teheran 1 went to our Government.in. Washing

ton. I went to ‘our embassy in Teheran, which was the worst mis- - o

: sy, a Who's who of the'r volutronanes were lookmg for'me.

, within'10 minutes after I'd left the embas-‘ ""‘ﬁ

had managed ‘to stay alive in Teheran unno o

ticed until I wentto

7 out of th embassy. Then I had the" interesting challenge of z:tltufg

- nately, w: f::;:’;{ tB° %elt all the stuff ready for the rescue. Fortu-.
ot of ’people Th ut I tried the State Department. I tried witha -

Y enough, was Dr. ngsgeulx Who-heIPEd me the most mterestmgly L

‘He actually had them. out, but the. General who ran the pnson :

,we'got them' ‘home.

R use it was a revolution-and nobod: L
- 7.in.charge. And we eithe y was. - .
- rescued them: Fortunateell' had:to lose them or rescuel them, and we

‘Senator REID Mr Perot, you made a- statement emphatrcally, in.

- Mr. Peror. Yes

. Mr. PEROT: Rig ght:

ake sure you are all paymg attentlon, _words to

+'Senator Ren. But we dld not pay the ransom I would*hke some



. Mr. PEROT. Theﬂleon reparati

R ' raft carrier. We wen tO‘
SRR ]eft the girls. Ross and I wenit on the: aircraft carrier,

- g0-on’ n

.!-_j,;,forget how. many.billions of- dollare—-was it bllhon or $4 billion? "}
" ." 'Somebody must know—$3.2 billion. Then; when:the' ‘prisoner "came R )|
v home, Congress was. ang'ry and réfused to. write the:check. But'it: : .
v;"jwas in ! ant1c1patlon ‘of :the - check that: we were" ‘gble toiget the
. And: i‘%mee wrtl‘i)the 1etnamese, ‘that is" txll"' R

. .‘,'_very sensltlv PO ey 3

""" "Senator, REm, And that'is one of the reasons ‘th you' personally s
S ‘-}.feel that those people may. ‘have been left after the war, after Oper- .. -
i ation Homecoming, we:have not-had more cooperatlon as-a result:” g
) ‘that we did not hve up,-to the'ransom - letter, reparatlons .

the "Pathet Lao ,ald.‘ - L

. some’of thern'*barely

we'flew to Laos. And’ ‘they ‘co

. 'the .-ernbass
0 ang 0 forth-

to‘tléﬁggrfﬁand wartas ‘a little bciy He stood on,tth‘e'f-, e
ese’ grea oung peo taki
i, -;coine b k, l‘ihanhYGodgtlse s off, fly s

1 wanted “Hi
h .A

had proble‘
Yo

hen took"my’:'mfe,

,jfj%ot to‘Laos; ‘and we visited the people in Laos: ' We: visited

ey all came’ baok_ But !

“ﬁﬁfé‘f'f""é*hd-'rmyﬂsmnf--to:.Ban' -rkok;e ‘a‘nd f , 7.'
uld literally’see ‘war' on th% ‘ground.

e that we had. worked with- there; Visited'the ‘peoplein i
r1ssmnar1es and t the doctors anda-‘so.fon-f?i" o

,,~‘f,.7?they'would ' ve-‘ﬁ.pnsoners until they: got their piece of
Nobody:came out of .. "

- the reparations. But men ‘came: out of Hanoi.’;
" 'Laos; And ‘about 2 months after the men: came. ‘out:of Hanoi, and’ .
- . less than 2 weeks after the Secretary of:Defense: and ‘the Assistant .
- Secretary- of Defense were writing one . ‘another memos’ saying’ we
S have nobody out of Laos, we declared them all dead.” e
- . Senator Remp; This is the Roger. Shields—- - :
R l‘VIsr(; PEROT No, su, th1s is, Mr Eagleburgerand,Secretary;;_u,.
il Senator REID OK Now "Mr. Pero . : TR
- Mr:“PEROTS And then- Roger Shlelds- on‘-the a14th“-‘ ordered to de-
RS clare them'dead.’ .
o ‘Senator RED. T. have been lookmg through the matenal staff has FEN
S prepared for us and listening to: your testunony here today. I note. .= .
.+ that:we have a '1969: Chrlstmas trip,: the wives went to Paris. The' -~ '
. spring of 1970, the party in.San Francisco. How many trmes dld -'j o
you personally gotoSoutheast Asxa tw1ce‘7 SRR PRESE
" Mr, PEroT. Three—four. . = SRR F o
o " Senator Rem. Fourtmes" ‘ S R
-+ Mr. Peror. Yes. But. three on. busmess Three on busmess The SR
R Chnstmas, the spri g and then the 1987 tn%
~  «:Senator Rem. And also people who are here: in the room w1th e
R, you, ‘Mt.:Murphy and others, went there as representatlves for you S
‘-'.,.onotheroccasmns,lsthatnght S
"o “Mr. Peror. They were with me.’ RS
% Sengtor REID: And:did they ¢ go alone also" :
" ‘Mr: Peror. I can’t recall.’ ‘
o2 “They did go, yes, they: did. " Yo
.. " Senator REID. That is the mformatmn ~:I { have
L would be interested—- . - 3 P
, The CHAmMAN Excuse me, Senator Would you mmd 1f I mter- o

genator an Ofcourse not RAERE NS TR SR R T '

" ... The CHAIRMAN.. When you say three for busmess, you do not SR
RS mean business for EDS? . e
/.. "Mr.’PEror.:No, no. Three oni- th1s mission. No, no, theres no bus1-_,
---‘;3', ness for computer. That'’s myth number:903. No, the fourth one. -~ | -
Let me—three on. the POW/MIA Then, my w1fe was mvxted to R

D7 g ENE IR i Liton e £y bid - Yo s oo ;. TET
.’ . RPN R SRSt Tl b A R L FR R o iy g Sl -
T 5 R Sy . - -] A OSSR 353 SLIVON M AR SRS -

.“Senator REID So:
L ;ystaléf tallrEe; - ;
" “Mr. Peror; estaffmade yes.
-~ Senator-Ren: Do you hiave. an ides; et
o 4, a roug‘ ,1dea of how much:”‘= s
¢ - money “you-have-personally ‘spent’ on"the si
by AS1a lealing with the’ pnsogersipgf-war% “hs sipuation. 1n Southeast.

lf the issue. lies: 0

indthenwe continted our.tnp "THat wes th the fourth tnp Pl
fourtnps, plus.‘tr1ps that you directed that your =~ -

- Mr::Peror. Ithmk .and I.could give you 'a've

ar would still: buy s ’methmg [Laughter 1

~Senator Rmn Mr.:

How -would you personally resolve th1s POW/ t_‘
‘Mr Peror. No. 1 -

:So there is an ovemdmg reason to come-—- * e
+'The CHaRMAN, Would m colleague yield for a mmute there"

Senator REein: T would be. 8PP |
> y to yield to the chalrman SRR
 The. CHAIRMAN 'l;l;e tllnexln;umtydyou :vahx‘xat to apply is 1mmumty_.. L

L we do ‘no L
Sl th&? I'mean 1\\alve do-not g§ve them nnmum:; o Jumdmmn over R
o PEROT. No, 10, no. I'm talking about all f th
S ,-..j;.th1s town who-make your life so congrphcated o > people here m R

‘The. CHAIRMAN ‘Well, -that: does' not get the fact 1f they are over e

% '”-,"there How. do ou'get’ them ‘back if the are there?
- - Mr. Prror. OK. Fine, Then if i y.are over there? L
< ‘you :say ‘we do'not car bo t A
. "'tmglfn the cards up on. the table, Now, T thinlk you :eam:deg:h T
L ':lf:eh:?: glo;nltl dS% elﬁt s forget the ctllutter ‘that's here. Let’s forget. :
R ews' story .o S

. ":‘thf Vi ng‘glnese ‘You made a gozd gom 1:e $ b1lhon 1981 offer from i
i, -1 could always zero in on Laos before and nobod inside the & ..
ey tabhshment nobody who lS sens1t1ve W111 ever tal)rre ryl:)lueheail etso

thmk it was—during' the" ry-.-accurate ﬁgure, I
"\ wasback when s doﬁ war it was around '$3'million:- And- that
& I,:;.,Mr-.an of,:They say that’g;close :
erot; Senator Kerry and‘SenatOr Smlth,have T
B  ; :sskdeg g&u at;hxls g::stwn in varying degrees. Let me-just ask it about ..’
e MIA situation if you l’l[ad th?dat}thonty to do so?: S
would figure ‘out eve bod ‘that. e
. -v_-.-_,hav?a—that would have to have immunity. tor{omg cle:n OII\II%htZt? S
L j:m give them immunity ‘and get them to come clean. And. at
A point, some of these hazy pictures would be crystal clear pic-
- tures..And as-I said earher if we gave immunity. and a’'person.

; lgt‘elr t corne clean, then we're talkmg heavy cnmlnal penaltles



lbtltlhw, then, thls ‘gi\'.r',,.,_youf’.zthe focus on Vi
oW u 1in. Canada fferm $4 billion: if

l’ened’ w'd de b0 ‘“'h lld‘w here to- make suré th

o e here fo-make Sure-tiis.
L ,:;Q.Vlean kTIlleeYl’ %l sit: downug Getthe: leaders-.of :Congress. amd
‘; House to agree,.we're going {0 |

- Whrte Qu::ry open with.the American people o
'you have mentioned earlier, in terms of the anger and.

1o, and get it done.
e i o

at he is nght An I thmk he was telhng- Ry
h1s ‘knowledge. Following up with ' what the - L
have ‘hadthe Vietnamese. and-the Lao-'~ =

there are. no:prisoners: over,:-there;,!l’hey( have told
; numerous times.| - s,
R NOW, let 118 assume they Were lymg an wedo'to. et' them & "
- ' to.acknowledge that there were people there lmmedlately after ‘the
% war;evenif there are not any now? What: I ‘hear: you say, we.need
" better negotiators. :We 'need: to -barter:: We: need- to- offer Bt

 money. But'l am' not sure that is the answer.:

oM, ‘PEROT N We:need to: /80" and. stay.: lf

we do’ athree—day B

o desperately—

*". % when people come home, I can tell you, these peop erately--

L -!X,er | 'e"rg—n edus: These people*despegate n

" them- . with - dignity | and. .respect... Th _

g ,.J*’*brought into the world community.. -
"+ “We have; tremc}alndous %‘e;/erage ryThex;gge

m;:1-have:eve 11aence-1

:Yon workw1th L “had consxstent ongoin 'eff

. negotiate ‘any lon
Lx"ha%nmer is’ mark:tfe
.niow,. you.get_out:into. some. of th
 “you find folks that understand how
" barter. And that is'the type of—an

S te.
L t only is‘a great person, but who'can' negotiat
SRR °nmh?h'é§ tha%' person goes to- Shuthe,ast Asra}-l-and

" . me a free reign here—I would say:don’t come home:

o " have a press conference? No.
. ."When'can I come home?-.

- “‘-'T'.,_'.them

L . things to.send them positive.m

ear, in‘an election: "
FRBUEI , icularly in a presldentlal year, in:an e L
Sl aga:ss c%?.lltdhgtreedpagtlot of d’1v1s1veness Don't let'this be-a camlt);hlgsne :
I y:ssue: Just totally focus on: ﬁndmg out what it takes to brmg ese”:..

S and get.it'done.
L mggr?:t?re Rli:u)g Mr. Perot, b thmk

‘early heari

|  mittee;
Mr PERO'I‘ Yes

‘ id you'have people here'in’ ash- o
e ington who are good at negotiation‘too, but you've got to find some-

frorn'ithe testu{xony thaft tlvxg"}}'::
S months—for example, one-0
e e e o Bl o
. had spent most of his adult lifein Southeast Asia, and I. 38 atrgll s 9 -
.. "1said, do.you think tllllere were. pglsogsersl-gfxva;:r };ﬁf;t ?‘frt:: txl):: that |
i ﬁ?&i?‘ﬁ‘;ﬁg’aﬁﬁ th(;tarvlsav; lmbhll:ly before 2 congressmnal oom .-

ncewthat-_;gettmg it done Gl
effort -with people: who -

ou've gwen A R
sdy, wait a_ SRS AP
S minute, you mean I can’t do a 3-day Junket and come back and R

When you ve got the people You come home on the plane w1th - El

‘ : hor down and go mght-';' DR
7" Now, go. and stay Then JUSt put the anc whole series of . .|
. and day, and, glve:that. pereon freeg:rinhatg v?g aare really. smlflgre Y s R
" "And then stay glued together here in Washington, because thisis "~ |

, . w 11\:Ihr Penor. He' d1d.n’t?

T‘f to each of’ the thri

S turnaroundwand~say, ‘gee; they-said: they dxdn’t have them. Or we do -
, R l-week tumaround and say, they say they dldn’t have them I’ m: e
.+ saying we need to just go over, make it clear beforé we come that - -
i is wlﬁoge g-ez era, make it clear that the US. Government is ...
- ‘erto ! o praos o ,}_:
s Now, let’stake: Mr,: Bell ho,_ h, - for example You know what.;f. SR
v happened to Mr.’ Bell" H ‘followed ‘Mt Bell: wh ,ere he'fls, L
-, what'hes doing? - | DE A
“ The CHAIRMAN. Very closel:

++ Mr, Peror. He paida blg price for telling you.that,
The.C -:No,-not: nes

nght"“
ily::Not necessanly, no

S .CHAIRMAN.. No; not nec
RN thatlsnot clear, Mr. Perot. - S
. Mr. Peror. What was his JOb and what is hls Job’ T
) " The: CHAIRMAN. Well, I have met. ‘with. him ‘at. great length and
talked to him' about that -And I just do not thmk 1t is. that clear o
. . PEROT. But it was not'a promotlon, right? ,
The CHAIRMAN. No, I do not think it was a promotlon
~ .M. Peror. Did he have an office? - S e
-"The CHAIRMAN. T think the'i issue;’ Mr Perot-—-— T
' Mr. Pgror. No, let’s just take it'a piece at. a tlme, Senator D1d EE
E he have.an office? Does he have an offli)ce‘? Where was he? Whereis -
o "he? Did-he when he first got there‘? Was he Just s1ttmg there" So S
- those storiés were wrong? - B
v Noy everything T've: heard is’ that Bell got trashed as a result of RIS
B telhng you they. had 10. And'I don’t know what. the truth-is, AT
.= . know'is what I read in: the paper and hear He J 1n Bangkok now, £
S 1s that where he is?

- ‘The CHAIRMAN.. He i§ in Bangkok W1th a portfoho that takes hlm

essar y"No Not necessanly Imean

ree countnes in. the ‘region ‘of mterest not Just
Vletnam ,

) . - Mr. Pegor. nght OK Well then we’ll drop that

- Senator Rem. Let me Just close, mytime'is gone, by askmg thls ,'
-, It seems to e that there is sufficient evidence, if we werea jury, .o
o that there were some people left behmd after Operatlon Homecom- C

Mr PEROT nght




- ‘sion establishing no
+..what information."d

that there are still people there'alive.

- Senator Raib. As a juror,though; T would have a diffiult conclu- ™

:youhave; Mr.: Perot,” thatthere are til"l-"-',j. o

sthrasy was interviewed

ents indicating- that they held.. ..
f ual quotes here, He.was.

T Mr. Peror. All right. I think youw're using reverse

~ * the Pathet Lao boasted about having them. If this st

to o 0€!

C Vg ey e ’, q‘_.‘l , o g ‘ o dOto
**. "/ Where did you bury them? How did they die? Whatdld youdoto' -
e thz;ge&lwzdontrgvergetto that level of detail, certdinly not in .. -

-+ 'Laos, because'we didn’t have a'war in'Laos. .

t:to-—do-you understand-all

.. /See, youlve g

the crazy nuances.and . [

 any prisoners, whether
“»+ “received thé reports frc
... "these reports.

¢ ‘said: his Siatements o

68 allUS ;I.'i""‘:'f‘-f:.’
ile,clearly in frail heal

La

ared-alert, afid his mental factl 8 Were very acute. T
-+« .. -Now, we and others have put strong pressure on trying o follow
.- . up with these people. He said there was no way'T could know about

B0f

;. Cambodia, or: Vie

.. sensitivities-around. Leos?.A
.. you: realize, how did we have all thes
- ‘have'a war? It makes you wonder, doe

place

- Well, the facts are; if ‘everybody will ‘quit:

_ “ you .ever. since’ the - war. because. there .was nonwar hete and' we

7 didn’t ‘want you to- talk-about ‘somé’of -the stuff that.wasn’t too . . |
-~ :didn’t ‘want: you-to talk-‘about ‘some-of:the . o bonsted you |

" pretty. But now, we want to talk about ow
S hadt?{lem ‘What did you'do with them? - .

"7 Has anyone ever said the burderi is on you

tto ut our men, Y

-to you that; there is someone still alive..You, Laos; hay o pr
:*"‘iié%hé”ff@-ﬁ&ﬁﬁéﬁed;to.fthqse'-,p; ople you cla;mgd’fyf’!li,'héygé s
* . The CHAIRMAN. Before turning it ‘over to-the next Sena rht |
- could-complete that. Would you accept. the concept that Laos might - .|
- 'not be able to-account for everybody? = . i

. Mr. Praot. A .very primitive country. Triple-canopy: jungle, T~ .

R would accept—you asked me—in the context of ‘your question, may " ;.

" not be able to account for everybody. Certainly the answer to that: . - g
I.'qngiél%?d:?%gdtu?&?have&{to.bfeV'y’e’s. Could not account for most every-.. i

" body? Absolutely, they ‘could account for most everybody because

. what happened tothem?” " oo

. "The' CHATRMAN. Let me just again say, when you say they had | .
them,the commitie o¢ ti time pss moevdence m fomt o i that | |
“ they had-~when 'you say them—a significant number. There is no . ~:[™=

-/ missing or captured

they wereheld: ¢ .

7 small ‘number whomight have been'held. There is-no "} ;
' :;e;f;,ceﬁgwledge .of 350, 400,.ever being.held. 'NQW,‘,’dO:'}fQ‘u_’accggt RN |
. that? Do you have othér evidence that there were a largé number . |

" actuallyheld? ..

7 Mr. Peror. You have.left-out the Pathet Lao boast. TheP att R
Lo boasted bout holding tens of ten at the end of the war. .. 7. )

" IThere is an Esgleburger reference to-a concurrence of the DIA - -

Al lot.of:it doesn’t: make;sense. But when:. ',
7:Alot.of.it.doesn t. make. sense. dant
- and start worrying.about. these. men, is. OK, Laos, we have.coddled

~  evidence to-that effect. There is'the Eagleburger letter, or memo, . BN
R et Mite that ame the only evidence in front of |

< - the committee is to-the effect that there were the nine people who.
. o reburmed . prhapsa f others hld, but o iy number it |

IR |

- they had them: And they had a lit . ar d'thgx.“;boasted‘, gpggt,itg;‘sq; K|

i For the most-p rt;-I-think-tha ‘theauthorities in"Sarm Neua
'+ .-could not say with any accuracy how many aireraf -had'been shot', < -
-, down or ‘how many pilots killed."As for the numbers_captured,

. much of that was propaganda to'mobilize the inasses and strefigth. .
.-en the:morale-of the.cadre: i i i J T L AT R

- been held, and I read DIA s conourting 1 a Stueil

C viththisasel o e G0 that Tebs deal
.. /Mr. Peror. This is the live-sighting reports. =~ R R

st bk tht e

the athorities inSam Né"ﬁ“a”””

.0 if you-were to discount Soth-Pethrasy, and:if you were toread . -

: Eaglebiirger memo as—and I read it very closély and carefully,
trying to'deal . - .

T. What do'you see when you Iook at the map?
IRMAN. ‘T understand; Let ‘me’ turn to that. Let

umber. I am jus

T

Sdeal

 going to-be the guy who's trying to ask some.of the questions that - -

| ouightﬂ-- to. be asked, and I don’t want my questions to indicate a =
elief, but I want them to test this process: .~ = = . .

s Th

e: CHAIRMAN. DIA appeared before us in-several consecitive .

ereport. .. -

~,. days of hearings on every single one of those ﬂafs Every flag:you - -
- "+ see there s a report. We are analyzing evety single report, - -’ -
+ o Wehave taken. the strongest reports for Lacs, and for Vietnam.
~ Now, DIA, who is accused of discounting all:of these. reportsout of '
. hand, says to-us that 93 percent of those flags:are resolved, that 69 < :

- percent of them, or 1,091, are reports that they can equate to an. =
..., American who is accounted:for, ie., somebody who did return.to ..
. missionaries, to_civilians'who ha

ve. beén jailed from-time to.time E

" for violation. of Vietnamese Code, and all the members of the com- .
. mittee accept that they exist, ;. o TTE L TRR

... .24 percent have been determine S
. DIA's determination. We may determine that we do not agree com-

' Pletely, conceivably, with'all of that, =~ .
- T percent, 109 .of them, are. inresolved first-hand reports that. R
" .. represent their current focus of analysis and analytical determina- .~
o, 4 percent, or 62 of them, pertain to Americans reported i a cap-
(v tive environment that are still the subject of investigation. -, .

rmined to be fabrications. Now, thatiis' '




13 percént; or. s
R nca e'-}'envrronmen »
drive p married with a V1et mese‘famrly, or.

S f conspu‘acy o cover up thi

{!sald that you. beheve that there‘ Amerlcans
ive: ‘Southeast Asia, Do'; you beheVethere was a ‘} '.(f

p:this‘information?
:Mr. PEROT. Ihavernevensaxd that. T:don’t:

even-want 'to~d1scuss 1t“”** -

g The CHAIRMAN.;}I thmk‘-the 110 are le trmate,questron

. know if you believed it.":

tmg anybody back home: I:c
© minuter lookmg for conspiracy the
G simpleés Teason..

out whether there’s Amencans ‘are
splracy then our-problem is one thin

~ Senator McCan. I dxdnt |

if you'd 'said. 1t L Just wanted to;.;,;;: o
toﬂt_dlscuss"lt.zbecause I thmk hurts get-... e

“‘Mr; Peror. I don’t: want-

on't  have proof. I have’ never. spent A
“theories; proof of conspiracy; for one
It. 1s,_l..c0unterproduct1ve to gettmg the men- bac o

‘home.: ‘ S el
‘Senator’ McCAIN But: it's very a‘lportant in-our efforts to ﬁnd‘ﬁ;’]
ive or not or 1f there 8 a con-: .

r. Prnor. Then you'll have fo tali t° somebody Who s a consplr-nj";j"‘-{

i same‘?

N was ‘getting at, “Senator Smith and ,myself. e

o ;f‘a-f in.some regards

" Mr. Peror. The number is not important to me.
4 e CHAIRMAN. Iagr,ee the*}.l!l,m

" Mr. PEROT: Well'r'you want 'to account-for them,:ce” ’ nly
“'The CHAIRMAN:"

H

 Mr. Pano'r Can we agree that'if. there s one; the prmclple is the

B ‘?."f’-‘; acy theonst _Lam’not.

a cons% ‘
s or, I haven’t Spent a mmute studymg 1t 50’ I don't have a
o pos1txon, and I would:encourage:that we-not-focus-on- tht;-I- don’t:---

Senator McCAIN So_.your answer ls no, you don’t beheve there s _} 5 '}

'1s1not—-well‘ 1t ‘

v;:and also-because: tIr;;re:t%a greagec;ef\ri
T ounding this 1ssue——about 200 people in:tiger:ca N
SR gfcﬁ%}f :I-l lAtr()O peoplge ‘were moved from: pomt A to point B,

- Now, what the committee is trying to do is bring this- down toan

o t ‘reality’ suggests'that some péople may.have - .
. 3:23 (l)efftr I)aehhgdg?i tlheat they vgvgere unsccounted for at the \ernd of: = -
-+ the war. We have as many.as 130 questxon marks. General SR
o ledged his kst is 185~
i hals riilg{h!t? zd? DILA itself, which gets great dlscredlt in thlsvprgcgfj’ L
Lo “has’a list of 269 that it began with, 190.of whom’ were med 1e & o
i - many-of whom are resolved, but still today they acknowl ge ere -
e are some 60 or so very legitimate question marks: . e e that i
" “/.So-we're here for a real purpose, but I.want to'make suSe t
" we keep it to the base of reahty, and that is where 1 think Senator .
(VR ' directed.
S ReIItIirs %‘éﬁ%ﬁm{vzﬁs Ilgannot g1ve }};ou w};a)t I be})rgvf% rt%ﬁ:;e:llxl; }!33;'; e
B more than happy to sign Lo
e clgg \Irl: ;!lllts)tergisrtetn,l ba:lhause they demonstrate that we've. leef‘ti p%oplf T
B :'.'vhehmd and that'is the question ] think we're all concern abou o
S and ifit's just one, the principle is the same sl

“The CHAIRMAN: ‘Senator’ McCain. "

' Perot but thef-',f’f-'f

e McCaix. ‘The pnnclple is the same, Mr e

= masghllﬁlod‘e of the problem is. clearlyhdlffe:entonltltlhllgktoygg ::e‘:‘lyq” R

t-we have to ¢ |

.agree; and the principle is tha being. and wevehad  + |

That’s why this committee is in being, AU

5 3}&’5 ?:mc:rrllttees ‘and Iythmk it's ample testimony to the: tenacrgi R PO
" “of the American people that we contmue to pursue thrs 1ssue un L

" we get it; resolved as much as POSSlble

- . S A T . - e - .5 R - - ————— = — "~

v - think.it has anythin
7. 'we focus.on that, it R
0, onever.get: the men home. I think it is the fear of that that has de-
il layed it 20-s0me odd years in gettmg the men home o

there was a consprracyhto COVEr-up thrs mform‘ tic
“.: -ous-problem, a much’ more ‘serious: problém on ‘our hands, . se
- we have hundreds of men’ ‘and women who may be’ mvolved inthe.

: ,. ‘most terrible: kind .of a ctmty as opposed to & situation: where elther
DI lacfetlgzx}xlts gvere made, or. for whatever ratlonal reasons, men weren Jaas)
Lo e in

| .".'f'}:{camel It's a thr
Jeep T go to the tent ask the Arab would you hke to sell your R

iat: do with getting the. men-home. I think if "
everythmg to.do"with the fact’that we'll

-Senator McCaN. . ell, . I respectfull

have a seri-
= b

If there's no consplracy mvolved I wonder why you would want P

| to unmun ve people nnmumty to. testify?

ell, T basically~—the Question all came up that they

" " felt that s you had to get some testimony, If you don't need any testi- - .
. mon%—lf there’s somethmg you. need to know before you sit down
- ave

serious negotiations, the thing that keeps coming up; say =

7 gee; 'we came’ over, we had a brxef tnp, we asked them, they. smd i
| - .they didn’t have anybody. :

g0 to the M]ddle East I want to buy a camel—- £ ]
CAIN. I'd rather focus.on Vietnam. . : e
tay with me for a: minute, I want to buy a camel A

‘Now; let’s
.Senator Mc
O Mr. PEROT

I'm out in the middle of the desert—you don’t want to hear thls 'jv""; .
SR story‘? I don't want to waste your time: )

~Senator ' McCAN,- Please proceed The chalrman has agreed to

e g1ve ‘me additional time,

- The CHAIRMAN I want to make sure you have a chance to ex- ReRi)

e plam it.

“Mr: PERO'I_,‘ I’m Just trymg to glve YOu a one-on-one lesson on ne- -

e gotlatlon,

" Senator Rem, T want to hear about that camel Lt
Mr. Perot. I'm i m the middle of the desert. I ﬁnd a tent I ﬁnd a-.
ed, one-eyed,’ 40-year-old ‘camel. I ‘stop P my






i’ some timé off. He went ba
“can-brief you:on what he f

' "got'permrssmn from DEA to':send hrm. uback over.. ,They ‘gave o

Mr PaRo'r Just you know—-I don’t expect any courtesy, but the

g ;: ‘same committee: that coddles all these guys. in the- ‘middle of it, if -
- _you would give me the’ documents you want to ask me- uenetratmgn.~

:<-He's-married-to-a-lady-fro
~-guage,-and 56 was-able to. be quite effectlve :
.+ part: of the ‘world; or at least that's’
- you his expenence o

. 10" Vletnamese refugees :
‘wouind:‘up. in ‘the United- States .tha it we :
8 :-;hve-srghtmg reports coming’ into a. efugee: mp
... .Senator McCamn.. Well, 'you know, ‘a:lot of t
“had was that' many-of the-,_ fugees felt' that the fastest way you:

-Tha11and~and ould-speak-the~lan-- T et
rith the people in:that =~
ion,'so’ he can glve R

o :But basically, over; the years; Thave had a constant in rx}rly life ‘of

hformatron we i

scould ‘get to" the’ Umted States of "America, and it did happen on

s questions = about; “before T
. would appreciate:it,

: to‘ t{:ie bneeﬁt Senator, :
et wou appy--to-provide: you-du ] ‘
wan you o ﬁpy P Yyou'during; thp penod of ‘time. T doti

= me hke ditt; go ahead. If T
- ment Tl get special attention: .

d{ithem in ‘the New Yorlc ‘Times, I

e: CHAIRMAN on’t have fthe.vote :yet 80, we re 'gomgff,to go}'-'

ut .any artlcles or ~any of this: subject we -

ave any surprises here

r.-PEROT: That's:all right I'm just a taxpayer; you know. Treat .

ever: get a JOb thh the Federal Govern A

" The CHATRMAN, ‘Senator. Grassley Could we' have order leas ?
. Senator Grasstay. Mr. Perot, I vould | K to the. -
dlscusslon s oo ‘Shidide ro w ul hke to refer back to the;,_

4and~l~th1nk~1t s-well-documen

several occasions, is -dyou did re tegm't havmg seen'a live American, " F } A

that-some-of-those-individuals - -4z
-were: brought. directly to the United States who had reported. that.«. | o e

.. Mr; PeROT: T:think if you check that, that’s a small number in .
‘the early: years That tumed out not to be a free tlcket pretty early ek
AP GAME, - ove ot o i L T el

usmg that as a way to get to the United States. -

ion -—typewntten vers n .‘{of H

*“versation with‘Mr. Perot. Have 'you see that‘?
" Mr, PeroT. No, I haven't. Ihaven’t seen anythmg I'It' hasn
: ,.”I:-been leaked to Newsweek yet."

l E_'versatlon ‘with:Mr.. Baker on ‘March'19, 19877 -

= -Mr. Peror. Well, let me hear the conversation. You re gmng e - (l 3 R .
' a date,a time, you're hitting me cold: Just read the conversation, = i ‘..
~ ~and I can'tell you whether or not I recall the conversatxon I doubt - . Eedl. g

L 1f I could tell you whether it was:that date. "

.. " Senator, McCAIN. I think in fairness to you, Mr Perot T thmkM.“;.;","“f'- 1 SR by
maybe you ought to_be able to look: at’ it rather than Tne relay 1t T 35 | IEEE

‘:- ST be %Eald to wait until the next round.

or. Read it to'me, and if I hadit, T1l tell you we had it. -~ = 1 *
'W’}I;‘he ICHAIRMANd His time (xlskup and other lSéetrlratofrfs laa:re v;laxggrlg IR &
L t wantto o is try an eep—were a little off the schedule, = -~ { ¥ . ‘sutint
~ "but we are going to have another: round and Senator McCam will: e S u in the 1981 Vietnamese offer to exchange

o come ‘back on that.

 Senator McCAIN. M, Chalrman, I beheve 1t would be falrer fo" DR LR

- h1m to'be ‘able to look at'it and drgest it.-

%" The CHAIRMAN. We are going to be takmg a break Let me’ Just":[.‘ R REETR
...announce that there are a ‘couple of votes coming up back-to-back TR N
" “so 'what we'd like to:do; Mr. Perot, I understood you were gomg to SERRERE S | ENRDEE

o stay with the other. panel is that correct"
"+~ Mr. Peror. Right. =

""" The CHAIRMAN. We apprecxate that enormously, and 1f you re'? "
w111mg to, we can take our lunch break earlier because of the votes = = . "
-and then come back and resume with you in the early part, rather-! A

_ than stay through L told you we’d try to ﬁmsh up around 1 30

+..Senator McCam. T thmk one. of the reasons: why that happened R
. only in the-early’ years-was because we: found’ out tha they were~~ "

’t even R

~dead; because I ‘doubt in"my mind"that Secretary Cl T
ma&c: %gg declsmn a this level 'on his own’ atlfhogty Shents would

~Two-questions; ; the first one not a8’ 1mportant as the second -one:

o whether .or. not, :you: know, where that document:
. second, and most importantly, ent;might be, -and

SN o tary Clements’ o tell Dr. ‘Shields that’ they should: all ‘be declared.

can you tell us ‘who directed Secre.

3

‘know where the document is. Dr, Shi ds told o

— n ‘
.- me he had a copy.at one time, I'don’t know ‘whether he has one or -

. There’s another memorandum here that Iwant to. sk ailg,out Mr " R R " not. The other one’should be in the files o

f ‘the Secreta
n’t have:any idea who' ‘gave Secre ev‘“C ore 3 ﬁfs-D““‘

: '"Senator"GRAsis Well, let me ‘ask you this: you‘beheve

SRR RN i?e‘gtsomtmd that ?h':eb;dy ‘would ‘have’ glven Secretary. Cle-
Senator McCain. Well, it's rather 1mp0rtant Do you recall a con- -‘ B E '._j'_"made it ;ovr;lslgeel t ecmlon, or maybe I'm wrong and- he :

“Mr.-PEROT. I just don’t know Has he appeared or 1snt he ap—

o 3;' U pearmg ‘here—Secretary Clements

“'The CHATRMAN. He will be appeanng here AT SR
knll.d; Pnno'r T would' suggest. you Just ask h1m, because I don
The. CnhmMAN He has alread been d ed I t B
" Mr. Peror. I don’t know, I'm- szrry epos mrgh add

Senator GRASSLEY; And that’s satlsfactory, 1f you don’t know I |

L ",don t expect you to say anything else. -

Refernng ‘to; Richard :Alien’ s-—and the news%ag%- rteport that was’
s for reconstruc- -

- tion ﬁnancmg, did: Richard Allen tell you that? Dxd you hear from

Rxchard Allen’s own h an al 2
'Mr. Piror Noo. PS ythmg long. that lme

_ Senator Grasstex. You did not. Do you have anythmg that y you

‘ ,,~."could say that would shedan ht on that. L
" and that supposed. dealr Y. hg on supposed conversatlon e

~"Mr. Peror. The sl'orys been around I’ve heard the story for f |

years Never had the proof Or near. proof that you have now. I -
- . think I'm correct in: saying that there is a'list of Canadian naies .
“gvaround this story. Does your committee have those? = : .-

The  CHAIRMAN. The comm1ttee does not We talked about that |

. 'f' .earher Obviously, we would:

Mr Pnno'r Let me d.lg through my ﬁles




The CuaRMAN. We're trying to turn those up
" Mr. Peror. If there's a list of Canadian name
“"niotsure, but that story is not a new story, and it

ind this, T
a stor,

1 bresenting the U.S, Government in: Laos"at the time ' this took

thatwas.

GRaSsLEY: On another point, I'would Tike to have ‘you .

.,',.-.a;lya,ygfon:the_}surface_jWith?ﬁafméSffﬂdating_"?afroﬁﬁdfitﬁiﬁc{ﬁﬂingfGa'f", S ‘(b
" nadiah names, but none of the proof: See, you're back to the people. " . gi g "

-the room,:

- But -again, 1ét’s assume it -happened, and:let's assume that.in . . ;. f

" good ;faith the decision. in the meeting.was, let’s. not pay ransom, . -

- just'go get them. " "

75805z Al candor, that was & bad decision; but it could have Kot

“‘beenan honest decision. You can’t-rescue-people if youd
" where they are. That was the flaw in that decision... :

.. discuss youir im
" in the room situation, and now you're getting close to the peoplein -~ Op @ .- {onclisions you might have reached then about
R L i B i yourrev;ewsoftho;en s n. custody mlnd°°hmaasafeSUItOf

... Senator'GRASSLEY. Now,

ressions.of the intelligonce: information-on-POWs
d.in 1986;. s,pe..c.ifi.callls;, 1 would like tl:kr?gwpgm

telllgeilcefiles SORRT R LA
M. Peror. T think my conclusion would closely parallel thoce of

the Tighe report. An -fact that the wias ol para, el ‘-ngigf
hat they had left men kohing, - ere "as substantial evidence.
on the next point. And this is not meant -

Mr.Peror. T;think

) . to.be’confrontational. It i just an opportunity. for o s
L e conORatlonal., 1-1s Just an opportunity -for you to express
.+, your viewpoint: Because'I'am sure somewhers this will be bragshy

N here’s v interesting phenomenon. In this same timeframe,sud- - E |+~ .~ Uh.oryouhave even had to respond to it before, that your interest .

~denly the Defense’ Departmient sends a guy downto-mefor-money ——— -
“'for.a rescue. Fascinating, under the let's go-get them theory. Ide-- - =" -

* clined, called: the Defense Departme

0-gel them tneory. 2 e .- . oo ing involved-‘as ‘an entrenrenstr in iavestente: no bR Decom-

= The'( N What's-the-date of tha?—-——-——--—

M. Peror. This was 198 sir, in that

.. Then later I learned that a rescue attempt was made and a Colo-" . . . §°

' niel ‘Garrity, who was the same officer in’ charge of the Marines at . e
““the.Beirut airport was in charge of that whole operation’and, when . . i gl . o Ly
- T did my 1986 study, I asked to see Cblonel Garrity. It turned out it - ' L

" a meeting in'the CIA." ...

T do not know exactly who Colonel Garrity is, had an excellent . [l -
- .reputation: ;S,till,i;does,i-I;am;s,ure:ﬁBut,_Wa‘s;'fYéry-much*-ijrivolved with T H
~the CIA and, at that point was retired; and I believe working for . :
“'the CIA.. And we had a meeting that was not that productive be- . . g
~.cause nobOd%‘.i:verﬁgot‘f that precise, but the rescue attempt was -~ [

* madle under ki
-_And 'so, let's’assume ¢

- gtill holds
our.men it

he high cards,

" Senator Grassuy: In regard to the Pathet Lao, socalled ambas- ~ | @)
- gador that you had a meeting with, Soth Petrasy, just your general

 Nobody ‘at the time

" " Sider thi fact that, everything 1 did angered e hanky L oabors

nodIcan’tbemorepre- e, CER WIE Tact that everythi
ertad omeons - Posttion for them -to. suddenly want to-bear-hug: me. But that was

~cise. In' that same period, the Defense Depertment sent someone < fl -~

* down'and the wanted»'me-c:tof:givé,.ﬁ.nancial-'s'tuppcb,rtsalns‘ai;d:.no; L] - :mever.an jssue.I am very fortunate in that I can do business any- -

 was very difficult 0 get 10 see him, 80 on and so forth; finallyhad -

| sum . the decision was, let’s go get'them.. K
" Honest mistake. No villains, It did not work. The thing that in-- ..~ g 4 -

trigues me. though is, you don't ask for $4 billion unless youhave . . . 4 ..
* something to trade. That is the'strongest possible proof Vietnam ~ - J -

that they foel we will pay big money for -~ Fedf

 View. Becatse o criticism of him, do you believe that he wasina |
. position to know what he was talking about and that he told you . « - .o gag e e T S S G T
_the truth when he spoke about theé number. of prisoners of war? . Cooonp wﬁeflé Tprise economy, and I said, well, if I were you, I would see - -
" Mr, Peror. I had no reason. I have no reason-not to believe it. I~ & --f . - seeath :my ‘P@Phi-.lleedg;And,'since I had been'on your streets [ -

oy e that-all your people ride bicycles, but that most of those bicy-
. cesorall the bicycles, seem to be built in other countries. e
il A thol bl bl er e
.. would put together a plan to build a bicycle factory. And probably -
| e it v o Tl vl bl o
-+ I ¢ame back th : sa ‘e didn’t give us a tist., .| Il - u.c Pewuvenieycle, Then I'would go.to the country in the world that -
- But no negative attacks were made-on his credibility by the people. .. 1. j - - makes the.best bicycles and try'to.do a joint %&i‘%‘fiﬁ;‘iﬁhﬁ

‘reported to the U.S.: Government. They were. fascinated with it. ~
AN at tne said, oh, he’s a liar. You: cannot trust him, =~ .|
' Ignore him: Don’t -go over there and talk to him. Everybody was -. .- ', 1
- fascinated.. They were absolutely: fascinated : with' the -possibility .. " . i
. -that he said he’might give-us a list. They were not surprised when . .+ Il = '
.. T came back the. next.day and. said, well, he didn’t give us a list.. . .-}

gRor. Never had any.interest ot any tifme. Whenyo-son.

" where in the world that T want to, And why in the world wouldl
- want o g0 to an undeveloped T woe0y in the world would I
A It,spt,?oggb?an 23‘19?919?94 Third World country to'do business?-

least ‘attract .in. the world to do.

_On the other hand, any time an underdeveloped cousitry’s senios

OffiCIalS visit. with me, they will always talk about.capitile 1o -

oo oucals VIS with ‘me, they: will always talk about capitalism be-

R cgﬁse tlie};lfee .me-as a: capitalist.-For example, if ',séﬁ%r'fglf‘sf‘x%i:)l:' By
-:you .picx. the country, from. Russia to the Philippines, to South.

? That is just a constant in my life. .- -

IR :heg'" can countries, people that come in.just to visit, ‘immediately -

.+~ .'Now, when I visited with- the Vietnamese. thev raised tha ariae.
et s 1o b Bui e 1
w..guer to the President, 1 suggested that he.send a team of people as

.2 gesture of goodwill, to help them put together 5 plgngggpgggg L

1L go, how can: we make a more dynamic economy in our coun-

RET gﬁg:feni’;ﬂsd’ﬂfnthme to do, plans. As you know, blueprintsdo not”
4 Sreate bulld g5. You can have a blueprint for a house and still not - -
U pand anywhere to sleep, right? Until you build the house, nothing -
-, hag happened. Just little things like that, -~ ' o
. .- Here 18 the most significant conversation I ever had with the Vi- -
- emamese sbout business: One night at a dinner he was ol

:: questions or they were asking me questions about how "yfoixiéréaiéfla o

bulld bicycles here. Then 1



new ':-'httle ndustry ‘in’ your count

'you “have zburlt
world-c asswb,lcycles,anot

Ly ‘Then,

~~~Qyoushave~created~ obs—And-if_y

1f your
take actron

your eoplle',-:-bu‘ you:have bic; cles
, that'is the way ou'ﬂ_"ok at busi-

: ;_only do-you have" 1cyc1es
- you: coul export And I said, n
. oportumtles

. That,’l am sure, talily bores everyl
e story: like that in’ Russm,
;:.A.‘-.-‘..Where nobody understands: how. ;
,-,.‘them the keys to the kingdom. . |
* .1 told that story and, if that i§ the expressron of any hmg, other
: ,.;than just having 4. conversatron in’the evening; 1 did not- offer. ‘to- -
*‘build a bicycle plant. T don’t know: how:to: build a bicycle. I never'
 -suggested-anything other than, here 1s the way syou would create

ietham, or in’ countnes

m‘ this room But lf you. . ‘. A

1ke ou: had given..© cwesal deep"'conoern d a:willi

B t eir ﬁles, etc, etc, ete.

ou¢feel the ~honoredt X L '
Aot know Why y hat.comm ment' ‘}‘.z- ’
Rown, Wh"t should’they have 'done-that they di

rld, .we would riot: ve had Iran. - -‘
was. atia time—see, ‘when I started’ t}zx.:;le
ness-to-act..And- then, ‘out: of ‘the *
enly: the: whole: Presldency is-at
the defensrve Everybody 1s 80 mg through

‘was no'time to ge ,.anythxng done And' hedrd

blue, IranContra: hits and.sud
Everybody i and: sud

ot wait.to -

= .‘;-" | get involved in minor issues: like'this at that tlrne. So as' I have said .

! -JObS for four.people.:-....
.'The, idea for ‘that came’ as’ T watched 4. man on the curb of the
srdewalk ‘with- nothing but- 4 'file-in his hand build a sprocket fora
bic rcle; .and 1 thought, well, ‘these: ‘people’ really have: mterestmg

: ,be fascmatmg Andso, when they. brought it up. a couple of. days
- later; I'said, well why don’t you burld-brcycles T doubt 1f they ever
- "took me up on'it. :

.- I ’have had no busmess conversatlons.-:mth the Vretnamese, have
_"f'_no interest in: business conversations with the Vietnamese:"When. -
oy .associate,- Mr.-McKillop, :went over: at' their request several
~ "times; after my ‘trip, they" would ‘discuss—=or " always raise’ drscus
L ;s1ons ‘of how you build companies and what have you, - .~ -

. They sent this letter of intent totally unaware. I have never re- .
','sponded to it. I told Mr. ‘McKillop not; to- respond to-it. I'told him . IR

- never to-go back to’ V1etnam ‘again; because the last thing I wanted
- to do was. get involved in anythmg other than MIAs. ‘All I'have .
.-done’is spend mxlhons of dol

- and their families.

‘And 1 certamly do: not want to see—forget that—there is: no bu51- e tary of State or an mvalent gosrtron—John , You may want to cor- "

L -‘rectmeonhrstrtle erhaps.

-ly;in this case, I ‘would' not mix my. concern' for these men w1th 1: N i
- that time, they did not: understand t

: fchuallgd tir}egmhave come to understand now and that. they sxmply

o niess opportunity in’ Vietnam that | am. interested in. But, certain-

. .that. And'I can give you—for. exanmle, the Russians wanted meto -

. .do the same thing. They ‘asked mé to-move to. Russm and help re-
- : bulld their- -economy. Now, isti’t that’ mterestmg‘?

- -See, everybody in Washmgton says, oh, that is polrtlcally correct
it nght" ‘They have still got our guys from World War II, and: Korea,
" and Vietnam. It is OK to-do it in'Russia. 'And I can:go. on’and"on..

tnes are desperate: They need help. »
.- ‘Vietnam is the sameé srtuatxon When you thmk m terms of nego-

tratron, that is'an’ mterestmg piece of leverage. If they thought we . \f.; \ ‘,

*"would help them build a: series of small industries that would put

. their people to work and, over ‘a period..of- time, help them rebu1ld

therr economy, you could get a:lot- swept up in'a hurry e
.'The CHAIRMAN. Senator Brown. " g |
_ Senator BRowN. Thank you. I wanted to follow up on y. dr- basrc

agreement with President Reagan and Vice: President Bush, when |
| they asked you to come and take a look at thxs questron to revrew SRS

ll' . manymtlmes,, ,,feltahkewlwhave -been-ca ht“ ! SN
T the endof the. war, aught-in-the: cycle-twice. At
- stu dy, ve' we had Watergate And

i now, at the end of the

It ‘was: Just unfortunate but 3 again n:
0; .vﬂlams,
Let’s Just say, it happenedt And now let's: :g0-back;- tl:k: %lthggﬁgt B

ills.:If.you_can do.that. with d file and’a_piece of ‘metal;.it would - ole-
. B :lhmbers, get down: to, the last thres—30-

ars out of concern for these people | | to them?:

. ,;Your group was in Laos how. .many days?

reent. S¢
o 5 Honere many are lf held agenetthei il i i

S ﬁ;,”f-.:i crple is the same as if there are 50 000, -

- Senator Brown. . Earlier- this
‘year, when the ¢ t
Egutheda:!tn Asia and talked with” Government lead)enr?smxlnte\(’e1ev1:1§la.tredl .
08, Cambodia, Thailand, weasked: Government officials in’ Laos L

o whatll:appienedto our’ POWs. We. rerter ted the same evrdence we

Vletnamese and put to them squarely the questlon, what happened

. The: statement glven to i by, I beheve 1t was’ the1r deputy secre-
as.an assistant, but the number . '-

0 man in their foreign affairs depa ment—was simply that at
portance of POWs to us, -

- You, of course, have had enormous contact wrth the Laotlans

| e S,‘;gg?gh @ long period of time. How do. You evaluate that state-
- Other countries that -want me to do. the same th1ng These coun-v IR T RO '.tlans ponor. i
ery time you go to°Laos, the U.S, Go
~ You from gtting tothe Taotins. Soyou do't have that, onewals

Mr: Psnor Frrst, I have not had enormous contact wrth the Lao-

I.don't think an -
can ‘argue with.that s
take it step by step The Laotians have - gott::nevl:rly%insgo éﬁgy

*-, " -want from our country, including full diplomatic recognition. They

don'’t need ; any headaches on this issue, To them 1t g mmor 1ssue

nator BRrowN. A couple of days. - . - L
Mr. Peror. Couple of days. All they. had to do is slow-dance you'

10 for 48 hours and get you out of town And ‘they got full drplomatrc |



: ,,'.z.,:recogmtron after ou left rlght?_ ':ot_;"that.-;‘ ouga

it happened. Tn othier words they did ‘ot want anything to inter- . . 4 Slayit on the table to'you, i

tlme, L

+ rupt that, That was in progress. They. got it. Now

Some .of that occurred On the other h 1. e v e
n and we. ha th L
If you can get- ouru;G,overnment 0 ever stop’ pl iy vegamlzsearh(ile?:seti o
ehknew who they K 15 -at one. pomt 1n;j-‘g"}'

‘youkilled-them;

would” suggest, say ue’ntlemen‘*l'
L v\;bury them! :

gy worried to deathiabout how it would look if théy killed & group: of -
- -people: I.am-back’in- Vietnam now:-And-I said,” 11 o enly
- adr we ‘can turn it into ive thi i
o -;;jg,sar ,how do-we know it will-be'p V€
'+ "1 said; look-at ‘what the Russians:did
. You! remember the Polish officers that they killed. ‘And they, ﬁnally
. 'said, we killed them and here is- where. we buried them. And from
.- .the world's p]omt of vrew that was 4a‘aposit1vef‘ste
: -"‘vicounted for the men. i §

ound the, Polisk officers. - AR

1'had a very 1nterestmg ‘conversation one‘time when they were - [ 5 SRR that indicates:that rot all of them- were Kkilled? -

o Mr. Perot. USA walking
hte cfsléotograph 1988 Laos::.;-

| Wa:;' ma)f:l ‘have been ‘killed 3
Placlu"e ‘-:;__Iga{fmg am%r}l;d of-—a satellite’ ‘photograph, ‘in’ Laos, USAT;"

benator BROWN SO Y ou beheve that there is-si bstantral eVldenCe,":”’rj"‘

r. PEROT. Yes. Now the--.?eople that were' he]d at the end of thef‘f’,'”v'.i‘

But; let's g0.to 1988 There isa .

it. Does:your committee have.it? L
We 11‘,;b‘ . ;.analyzmg that at. another;_ -

Aﬁglk:)ng K is a dlxlsti'ess s1gnal Satel =
u say, well,'I'mean. wi
£ that some: people seem to-have you say, well; l?\?t th:}t1 »5}33 et

Can you see a ‘walking. K tomorrow?- God 1-hope.56. ~I-donﬂt» ._'W

TrrTAwould spend"a"gr‘eat*d | sayrng “Gentlem‘ ; or—lmyou
boasted ‘that- you ‘had’ them; no. 2, you: said - that ‘you. would grve
"' them back if we paid.the’ reparatmn money, your ‘share; no. 8, W

o didn’t do it; no: 4, we declared themall ‘dead a couple of months

'years, we' coddled ‘you versus V

a war with you. - o SRR i B
- See, being: captured or kllle :in Laos.crs. , ’g‘
S ;captured -and killed on Normandy Beach in World War II So,.

" “the:person on the ground ~-you kno ' 1nt 6"
<88 Vorld War IL. .

" “through the chain. You boasted about.it, so' on, and"s0-on, and §o0 -

. - forth. Now then, now you say you krlled them, well where d1d you
';bury them? '

-/ Senator BROWN I should mentron, at’ least for the record the

T person we talked to and. recelved the statement from was, the vice .
. - minister ‘of foreign affairs. His statement  was'that the. vxllagers N

'killed: them, not: necessarily official representatives of the Laotian SN

7~ Government; -although, as you know, 1t was ‘not; the most formal
'Government at the time."

-1 think your suggestion that we ought to follow up w1th regard to
e where the: bodies are buned 1 thmk is appropnate Hopefully, that
LS bemg done.. - :

.+ Mr. PEROT. I have one concern here I thmk we. should put g tre-
~ ' mendous premium on’ live Amencans ‘Because if you can just.kill'a
". guy, bury him; and satisfy us, that is not .exactly what we have.in .
“ - mind. at this. pomt in. time, I think we' need:to keep—so we. would
" have to’ be careful how we approach’ whatever—you- get. what I am -
" saying here.’T wouldn’t want them to suddenly say, we w111 brmg
© - this problem up, .

o 'Senator’ BROWN I guess my questlon, though was to get your
feelmg of whether or not you believed that statement,

.. :Mr. Peror: I 'would say without any"question, because the cour- : “»; B .'f o
| try is so primitive and it is so- ‘decentralized: that there were some - ' {""

s men. killed: when they crashed. Not- at' the time of the:crash, but

o ‘they would make 1t safely to the ground and be lulled by the local

people G

=" But, Laos has had-all this special treatment over the years. .Now"f"f'." )
. then, if we' don't ever say—see, you' boasted—I. took -you down - -

~+1atér; no: 5, we kept giving-you- everythmg you wanted: (Zﬁel‘,ﬁhg” “"“"*'? - : these publicly ith the DIA.
Vietnam' e_lwe :never re. v é ARTHRS SoN 3nd T'think ‘you'should take the view; all nght let's just-squeeze'it

ohmtoas tight as we can: ‘Then I thmk I.could get 100, percent ‘of " . -

L % agree that, if we could squeeze. it to. zero, there is no'issue, =

.' T - know But'that i i5'1988, a long time ‘after the war, somebod

Yo ‘have seen the: photo of the B-52 stamped &
| ve out’in the ?
“The' ‘Yes, 'and: ‘We.are': gomg be analyzmg i!l?sgf L

“Mi” PEROT. You see, then we look. at' all th1s and then. we: take—- 7

ut:we.are not even close-to zero. Even’ with, the tightest squeege - o

. _W? can put on'it; we are still over.a. ‘hundred and sométhing people. - -
-:;.;— heAnd we haye all agreed t t,.,1f there i one ahve the pn%rg;(ig 1es"1.'f.'if‘."‘

Senator BROWN Your memo to the Presrdent of Apnl 8, 1987, is B

. very. -direct,: very:concise; very to the point, It starts
- left POWs behind at the end of the warp(;n Vietnam; ZOge rk(he}vv ::

,‘ s ’.: were leaving them behind; 3, the men left: behind. were held in

Laos: The memo- goes on. Obvrously that speaks dxrectly to the con- ;‘»'

B cerns of the investigation of this committee.

-Are there sources of information that’ led you to those conclu- “

- sions that this committee has 'not yet heard from? o
++ . - that supposes:that you h: yet heard from? I appreciate that"
Lo You maj{l hot have. % ave had: access 0. all of our sources, and. - |
foo 0
Ry yo‘ﬁ;c;fl d:ih h? have not looked ator revrewed we. would appreclate i

ut [-ask the question because if there is any. S

Mr.. Peror. Have you revrewed the NSA people who came in.

s ‘,‘I:'under oath’ and gave you the s:gnal mtelhgence mformatlon they

had collected?:

L. iThe CHAIRMAN Yes, we. have

‘ ©. " Mr.. PEROT; “That ‘would: b one - of the more obscure thmgs, ‘I '

. .""‘:'3'colectedelectromcall o
LN y, If we could ever get all of these fel L
Sl :::lOOk all .of these unusual oaths, that collected all this; J\lrg‘tviows}}l: o
. down and tell you the truth, ‘With. no, fear of- retnbutlon 1 think i
A yoll;tml ght be staggered. by what they could produce for you, in &

.:,re 1vely short penod of tune, that they collected 1n terms of s

- " guess. If you: have the time, if you' could: ever vacuum out’ every-.

L thing' that was collected ‘el e
-~ .they can’t get through to aen;(i'tmmcalb.’ . See they‘collect so- m“"h S

:But if we could ever go through and: analyze everythmg that whs. .



ring: to order Mr Perot 1f you“v“

the“ signal. mtelhgen"""” G COUld resume your place, Thank you -very much.:I:am: suré-I-do- ot~

LN ;‘;4 g - ther su estlo e y T 4‘ ) :“ | : g need tO remlnd yOu but I Want the record to show that you have
to 1 that fﬁ’;"&ﬁﬁ gompron'?lgSe therr abxhty\.;,t collec laugh ag el [t been sworn. thls mor’mng and will continue un der oath
theyl;ubecause thls 1520'ye OId tBChDOIOgy that cone e v R PR AS fOI‘ thls ‘m.oml gs »testlmOny let me Just say, lf I can, MP

So,this hs

the don’t;even:vuse- that stuff: anyr
-~-wr$;}); that i-fThe‘ “are a-whole-lot be

ry grateful to you for. your. declsron .to..},i.;--:i‘;,.

atford the comriittee that break;and then to proceed now, e
n gI would hke;to- suggest that for'the sake of all the Senators who, -
i | - ffknow, hatve 4 lol:_ of questions; ar(rid for the sake' of the dialog here,-
al thoughts in ‘this area; of things we; ought to' check on, : =':‘"*, PN ) o an‘:lvzgea;tlorgs ‘as’ p?sglﬁeaf {ﬁcmulscelt ‘:%?xlzsbtealrgeertye%é?pt%le (erl:iwflfz
?gﬁlglfsp on ou}gmpe you would el free'to‘-"'upply tha at, your:con- . SR PR T raptlﬁlt{ wrtlix1 th:ﬁh weé' can proccelzecll1 will depend to. 8 certam degree
- vemience: ﬂect ; bn this, other thmgs ;:occur""to you; because 1t R 1 o temzngxtrnonow? aa;r?w ergilfvl:oéde :gOSp:nator Dascme
~Jfin. re thz-,glt is essential that we hot'leave’ thlﬁ mk*undone o el Senator DascHEE: Thank: you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Perot, Iwould
| "'-"'5" seems il 139 't leave: any:sources untapped*: That v AR hke to. begin y-following up a little bit more with regard to' the
" That:we cintlhat could be helpful on this. i RS T Eagleburger memo:and:what may or may not have' happened as' a
- any groun Senator let me mterrupt 2 s result of an- understandmg~that 1t-existed; no:*1; arid 1o, 2 & real- T
.-The. CHMMWQN i afe at’the end """" SR LT io| .. . ization'on the part of Dr.'Shields that he: d1d not feel very comfort
mmute ItB Jo ‘I have a: coup e of addrtlo 18] questions. Obvi SRR T able saying what he did when' he said it
e SenatOr Ro“ﬁ: rround, .l L SRR ] IR - “Was- there - any. ‘effort—after it -became clear that you wete! not
IY’ we have ario eWe will. Le m' say, " Mr. érot Iwant to make B D o gomg to- get it from “either ‘the Government -or Dr. Shields, was
- The CHamLAN, eed in the: manner’ that we ¢ eed to: ‘And, lf we .o .. there ever an effort made to. find additional- ‘Foutes to at least ac-
g : ' someho {7 quire whatever. mformatmn may—have been 1n tHe memo, as’ you
e e unI:l{ersi;)oEod 1ta; the tlmtfe? Dr Sh1 lds 5 fo
S et Y IS St PR r. PEROT.. You're. referrin; to e memo A rt -
,a taxpayer o citizen. . throu h and I am Wln' ERFERN IR R f throu h-the Government, andg t ain back wrth Dr theldsg
S 'Now, we: agreed that we would go strarght g R I S R Sengator DASCHLE. That is correr?:'tlzn o :
miitx? g‘;;g:tl am here at your pleasureh t"-’ ' <pleas.ure. too SR R L thyrre fFoErl':sOTtoIg ef:lftl had no other routes to go, 50 1 made no fur
. re a your J T o
e, CHMRM%xNk “t;e Xs‘tn;szg:tat& bl:, Ieam willing to go.on, You . g+ Senator DascHiE. Did: Dr Shrelds mdlcate that to the extent he, o
o What 1 would Ietala:J it, made the decision’ that you ‘wanted tobe- - E- ¢ felt uncomfortable with what he had said publicly and how it con- O
had voluritarily, f?)rl the presentations of - your  colleagues. We: B[ o flicted with the Private information that he had shared with you, .
- here this afternoo}rlx t And it would certamly make sense R+ .. thatasecrucial as that information was, it seems to. me-that at that U
e Zoegf::lin:o gﬂ‘éﬁ;ﬂh&‘;ﬁw L breakf 1 ch an d ._po:nt that was as close to the proverb1a1 smokmg gun as one wﬂl'-
tooka or un SCINTRE N I ge S
- We have anf therﬁfepﬁexu;h:vsltg g:nator Daschle’s. questlomng LR R R It s seems strange that after 1ts consequences were fully reahzed L
o retumed—an o bb-and go in the same order that weare. Sena- CRNET axcnt RN that nothmg apparently was done. either by Dr. Shields or. anyone
G and thelx: ief;at:{ml:osen?tbrgl{assebaum, and Senator Kerrey. ' . i@ | @7 . eletoensure that that information was more fully exposed. - _—
o tor&gbth 1‘;,e do have ‘some additional -questions, on==1 know, L AT . Mr.. PeroT. Well, you ‘know, I'agree that' that should have: been e
en; "

; Bt als
"BROWN.. isa: poil nig
thifnﬁtgﬁéﬂwm any.addltmnal detalls, any addltronal sources,

o sure thait We. procee

S t regarding [
L he conversatlons ‘with the: President FRIE D
e thfshazdhf %ltﬁrgll: tthere dre some explorations Wltll:t resl::"tsomogi;- ERR N O B

w0 negotlatlons that can: help shed some: lmportant hgl 2?1 break and‘ RIS
- Lif you are w1llmg to voluntanl}', we can’ take & fun o
come back." ~ - o

M Prmo'r That i fme Whatever you want

 The CHaRMAN. I think that will work best. We wan break for 1:';'{

G hour until 1:30. We stand in recess.-

[Whereupon at 12 30 p m., the hearmg was recessed] g S

‘ _or day, you have ever asked. me fo |
e you. Iam absolutely offended that this. type of information i is wrth SR
e held from me and is supposed to be shot at me. precemeal dee

S fully exposed T'had no knowledge of: the Eagleburger and Richard:
-;-son ‘memos “at ‘that time. That’s only recently" popped - out.. And '
" we're back ih 1986 now; when I first learned of the. Shields memo; "
. ‘and interestingly enough I am looking at the Shields ‘memo for the
.. . first time right now, and still- have not read it, which is fascinating "
@ - “When you look at the stack of information I was about to- be bar-.:;.‘.

.+ .. raged with by Senator McCain that T had never seen. . - S
. I asked this. committee to. build a two-way ‘street.. Anyt1me n1ght L
or anything, T have given it to .



,'-":ithls [

. 5. wit
| saw, -:‘thls packet' unt1l th1s ‘morn

lM!' 'Perot 50 you do notliget"ﬁgi"“ S

“’."f.the first tune thJS morn'm T
"So:that is why Senator McCam,wanted you to. have &

| f‘read them, and’ that is the. nature of the declassxficatxon process. -
“"We are receiving thmgs on ‘a daily basis. I can.assure you, nothmg': SN

is the first ume,1.’-?-,'1”*5--' i

was withheld from you or from anybodyelse.
i Senator DASCHLE ‘Mr. Chaxrman, T must say it

“”process“ of 7 declassrfymg~*WeMare—*l1terally*~rece1vmg~fdocqmentsf"; i W ST
,,gvr'through the day on-a dally 'bas1s‘-Non of these documents:w e.m‘-‘:-'.. DRSS DRETEE S

" B, 'm on
mw-u«m? .

L 1. William Codinh. et
..Chief Counsel " R A
. ‘Senate Select Commmee: TR

a0 POWMIAAffairs Lo
', .+ 705 Hart Senate Bunding STl R
W'Shinxton‘"bc 2810 R L

have had a chance to see the. memo and‘1 am intrigu
' least, by, the opening paragraph in the memo.

_ ‘ence to:some_of.the data fi ‘und:‘ the

ed, o say the
: ‘And I thmk for the. . . 1"
“record. it is'important that, since we have ‘made; substantial refer- < ..

_}record at this time.

- " ofthe record.
[The mformatlon

referred to follows] =

' The CHAIRMAN:. The full packet of documents w111 be made part_vf'

"‘that 1t be made part of the.,"'v, o

.Please ﬂnd enclosed the docume
= ‘Cfounsel did'not get back to,mie.until mid-aﬂemocm.' -IAha
. Of the one-page natrative. Of Senator Bakers, which.  undersiand

ﬂ'l‘nmﬁnmb.h

T sineE T als0 understand that ... Tl
}00 will rcsolve “m 1ssue m‘llh I; :::dcr Wlme Hou rev 'v'l'hereforc. lam sure:

We\muldlppreciate the Opport o e ;.l ‘.ff.r
's Co mmmee appearanee E\TA:;:::: tlozm'ncw Mr. Ca""'_“"f’“..‘_"r?'“i""gb‘f?.’?

| _ Smccrcly,,.:‘iv

_1413MA~.. g '. IRRT:
- Mlnumrmu

oo




, r;_zi4/9)g7a”,;j,f?~auc chronoloqy ‘of.. Perot developments for
o iscussion w/ Army ec‘JGCk Marsh '

‘Hf‘fgylgkés*‘ﬂx News clip from El Paso.wimes of AP story that
CrEEY UL president ‘Reagan-had. asked' Perot “"to .get. to.
‘ bottom of Pow issue.y.da;, L

nffi}lﬁ[Glﬁ‘ .Originelwof letter: from: ‘Mike Deaver to -HHB ' abou
S the POW/MIA issue and suggesting that President

. /group: of ‘private’ citizens to get information andk
recommend action e . I o

Jﬁff:/ll/ﬁz‘ :ﬂoﬁﬁ"nemorandum for. the files;from Vice‘President

‘March 21, 1987." " (Evidently these are VP. Bueh's ffﬂ7f};?”ﬁ

notes on a telephone conversation wlth Perot )

. :“”'4/12/91“: :

Reagan: appoint former ‘President Nixon .to head.a’ . .. =~

Jnc>nner~‘5umm

i*ff4/15/87fr5,ﬂfﬂ“anc letter to-Perot: advisin e
L o ;;restrietion preventing JMC.from working for Perot
a8’ ivat »oonsultant in.behalfrof'the,PoleIA o,

‘cll .

;*;f(ééneéﬁgy,

Puller note;*hand—w it en, to JHC

waell. . ‘," o ’

3140 plm.Lmemo, With no name, probably by Craig‘”?;.g,b L
?ﬁPuller, about a. conversation'he had with Colin VARV I

. ' ,u;s. SAYI
;ﬁvessey'e Diplomatic Mission.;“.;

'?ffWesh Post: riews clip headlined “Perot NegOtiﬂted
;;*Secretly with Hanol on POW-MIA Ilsue-,‘;t“‘

'TffyiffPertial transcript of WH Press. Spokesman Marlin
R ‘onmPerot lneVietnam-. _~, ' ;

TR rf recommendetlon on what to‘s‘;'f‘
”sgjdo about Perot and the pow/nzafi

g’ im of the legal

Vietnam Delaying »

telephone call to Perot.,w

‘;JMC hendwriting about his going to Vietnam.;ﬁ':“‘
Copy of letter from VP Bush to. Perot o

ndwritten cover note from Craig‘Puller with

:f, relating to. "Mz, von- Merbod.,wvc IR
”}}§/3b]871_”‘ .JMC handwritten notes on’Telcon. w/ Perot,

- ‘apparently just after he returned from Vietnam, z?;}f

B asking to brief Baker..,

ﬂ{;-ﬂhdgted_; 'Copy of: Draft of six-page letter from Perot to 'i e

President Reagan. Lo

ﬁ'f»l/§/Q7f;fdnlﬁ Copy of seven-page letter from Perot to President
PP Reagan.. signed by Perot. e

- 'Future actions list from Perot, apparently

JMC uemcon, apparently summerizing Perot answexs

'“J TﬂlkiﬂéhPOintS:‘aPPorently'for~JMc to make\in a.}“fﬂiu"'

"“”;JMC rough' draft’ of ‘points. to. Perot, with notes . in ,ﬁif?}%ﬁ

egtached ‘copy ‘of letter from. Fuller to AG Bd Meese fl'oj‘“

lnoluding with 4/8/87 letter to President Reagan.,‘vf~'”

‘*‘“} to queetions asked on. behalf of Colin Powell.,,‘g;~””*" A ‘




‘. AP '-:--A commltlee nlannl_ g,
iegi'fnman(d K«’:mn war velerans monmnent
‘the Capitol‘lowered ils: sights: Thursday be-

residenl asked e10. - equse fund-raising has béen'slow and the ark

Lo aoeoxmzzr.\'

| March.18, 1987 .. .

Dear Howard.:wﬂllﬁaw

where;the monument was:{o be built:bas-beea

lleéted Just more than it
hree: selecled artists lo produce |
eir designs; Rep. Frank Coglazo.
‘chairman of: lh:h Texas: Veters

ou
‘the way tothe t;‘o\lo

: v';'rhepee:mmilteehasc ?",'-I haven't taken ‘the: time: 'to pursue for years, _The:

"u3}vcontinu1ng issue:of American: servicemen M;ss:ng in Action

Arlhur.
D'Pohamoﬁal Comtnluee.

Recently I've had some time to thxnk about manyvthingstﬁ”:*

. ‘or'Prisoners of War'(MIA/POW's) stil) alive in Laos and-’
~j“-V:.etnam was brought 't6 my-attention. recently after: a: visit
with'several" representatives of ‘Veterans gtoups who- sought

,‘tﬁ:ny ‘advice and help.  One’ was William E. LeGro,:a: retired
" United States: ‘Army: COlonel ‘who:was senior mzlitaty

d'intell;gence officer in. Vxetnam from eatly 1973 untxl our?ﬁ

c“ingfozces left; and. also John M. G. .Brown,; aqVietnam veteran ' ..

experts, .
b1 ﬁm grcup o in?leson'me !orlner etoa,

o action
D Perot dechncd to say whetherh

e nnghl act on his‘

acti _gi /Pow activzties ith Vietnam ve eran‘groups;

" These gentlemen are concerned that: official efforts’ T
. 'obtain.the release of Americans held in-Laos and' Vietnam

. -are stymied. ‘They,’ ‘along with many- Ameticans, are;

- - convinced that ‘Americans.are alive and ‘being held in"h.» S
' “Southeast. Asis ang" that United States. government. action: to]~,“
.free. them is. stynxed. ‘They are quite upset with. what theyﬂ-ﬂ

ff;,belieVe is ‘a lack of action. ‘and committment by your
‘ ‘t:POW/HIA Intetagency Group, and especially with Richard

Armitage, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Internationalffn:

'ﬁf:hISecurity Affairs, who heads the Group.:;\u,~

As an exampie, they told me that a recent study in thevul;f

"’~ﬂfnepartment of Defense by Lt. General Eugene Tighe
- .. concluded. that Americans ‘are being held in Laos: and S
- Vietnam. - According to my visitors, General Tighe's’ reporti'~”

"ﬂﬂ[to cur:ent poliCY-*

i - 'has beenclassified’ and fot - teleased because it is counterjﬁif

— At the hea:t of the p:oblem, according'to“ny vieitors,
‘”-13 a. standotf between ‘our nation and the Lactians: angd:

. ;Vietnamese. “He :efuse to negotiate with ‘them until’ a11

'”f‘niaeing Ameticans are accounted for, a policy. that, -« - éfﬁf3f
... perversely, prevents: negotiations concetning the zelease
v,Qot Aneticans held p:isoner.tﬂie. L 2l

B 61-323 -93- 3 v




~They believefour“p I;cy to Y nfortunate

L pe G ‘
“'when 'new leadership in. Laos:and Vietnam ‘seens. anxzous to ;jgjrw;gi}gq.,;;.,:¢s;,a,g e

' porlonll o
(lclf-typcd)

" o

’ orﬁeIize*rersttonS"between*ou countries.;_u;“'

4 ecause matters of diplomac re nvolved, my visxtors
‘{~be11eve that ‘official action. concerning missing Amerrcans
r;:should be. ttansferred to"the ‘Department’ of ‘State: and .
““handled ‘on. the Ambassadorial level, replacing" present
"M,low-ieve; ‘geehn;cal‘ discussions: originating in the u=“*f
. 'Department’ of Défens TIdisagree, If we ask-any’ ‘of ‘the

".1nteresred aqenciek, we will" not- get: any- more answers than fff*;;

quwe have teceived over the POSt fift°‘“ years.au»

What has been suggested to them, Ivsuggest to,"op, is

fthe ‘appointment of a ‘distinguished American:to.loo ﬁint0v157-7*”'

, b OFFIC! OF 'I'HE VIC! PRESIDENT
L sumc'ron e

a%thts*situation-andwreportwback"tovthewpresident within'a

u.;the basis Or_futur American; policy

idate for this ‘assig
;Nixonti‘It*occured“on“hi

Sl \ suggest that: you read the Tighe Report,
;ygand any other government docunments: concerning the: xssue,
..-and.give: ‘serious” ‘consideration: to: havlnq ‘the. ‘Pregident -
. - appoint someone  to- take a:cloge: loog“'t cur ent poliey‘
'ﬁconcerning these-forgotten'Americans ‘

D I remember a Ronald Reagan ‘who wore a''POW.-. bracelet for

S years and met continuously with the wives and famxlies of

. those held\guring the long.years| of captivity, and 1.
“temember Ropald and ‘Nanecy hosting dinners for every

Cﬂlifomia returned POH and their wzves upon thei.r return. . o .

No* other President will address this 1ssue if Ronald

.7Tfneagan doesn't do- it in'his’ remaining two years- and, above Q'”‘-”‘{

-a11 else, 1: 8 the right thinq to: do.vﬁgﬁlﬁ._‘”

sincerely,

v rhe nonorable aouard n. Beker. Jr.""':"
" Chief of-Statf to the President
7 the White Houge
]fﬂhshlngton, n c. 20500

specified time,  The report's conclusions would then. form‘fjxfyjn"f{ _ ;?lfﬁ7r“i “Tu;d"i.

L "Our l!ly Iit vl.:h Viet Nam Anbundor to the

L leering vu Friday 3-20 e gb ;ucu). =

'udvance rrip to Viet Nan.

(N B. ‘rhi.s 13 che firu I ever hurd rha:

L he requnted ruch a ;run lighr) I send the udvance peoph 1n anyvay.l

o ,_.‘Ihe advune people yon: their second rine 1n. got ln inviution for

. ue to cm tbere ( I think thu vn the :I.nvitat:lon thar he acrmlly gor

‘ R rhrou;h uu Anbuudor yesterday ). ;;. .

-:;‘ !e :l.l nput becauu the mement ll‘ top tvo people (lR + Gr) ;Q: Ie kinro | o
thu <1 could never m an lnwer ot cnyth:lng. he nyn. . L

s ‘I rried through Carlueci.. Carlucci. u,. ng,_n , ou nt of: ““" mk ";.:'.:-.‘,;.:

' _qotutorr" o

i I rn:l.nded Ron :lur I lud tolﬁ hh rlur h:ls muution of . mem
: ;}_m;otutor had bun approvcd. I :o:ld hi- the nau of. ue;otutor. 'n., _:' " S
s ,v;“"tep.‘l.:l.ed" !el. lm I lnd alrudy been told o! both the approul and rh.

B nm" (ltnnge tv:lst heu)



b . L v -

o ,T‘H; Vlc: ,R“w‘ g

0“'3 arc no: 'their uin eonccruf

nnu speciftcly askad about the peoplc m vm: an “\ﬂxo'
N - 5 AL SR .

o o T ‘““.t. mh Vcssy.

;":'who 1s mmm“.

ucting vith Veucy.‘l" IER/EE
bur. I need 'ho ,nuu ot the panon on. the Pontbu:o' o "~

_noe';o‘ to Vic m'

L :nud thar. hu peoph vete nw :eni.ng hin 1t'ught takc 2 or’ 3 tupl to

‘. L dnnng vith tl\c vtctuuu..
:_f and '1: uy nu 3 tripl" "I'd lm io m a hm run, °ﬂ "" "
‘ u unwuly. Ae lun: 1 vul no: h zom h"’-‘h . ““‘ ““‘ s """"" S
"H! mt ton £ thny rnlly nnt u tlu:e "Hr l“!' “V'bll-th‘i d”'t h“ |

AN

!

m.» :hinn viu go :l.wly -t nnt', ". _
":l.n tlu P:iday neting u: :lu mi ny guyc brough up Vnny u uc;

I'l :ud :o lun Vnuy nbtt:iute

S acucu thu cnd. nu pcoplg ndvbiu :hu thc .N. unt :o 'suc you S
T ( h‘ '“' "“““ '° h“ m PGOPJ-‘: wvho luvc lmd 16 yun ot cxpctience
) lhdo .ou' ntcrnce :o "sunsun. So],di.:

t :t!.p.buc ehu

gotiutor.

for as. I': very M.gh on Vuuy u I'n tou yn"

s lbout thcir ‘e
S ‘uluud lou tluf. 1n quug Ilwr )_ahr call Ron tho prutdcnz
"08 91“?17 tryinz to nt thu uhoh utu: Inek 1uto propa: elumll. e |

_ cin; Vnny. “It tlut !.so. rm! "

R X B
St old Iou 1 mu tty to f.tnd ou: vl:m :hc nnotuttuz uttor uood. ' ‘."
. .. By nid"finc. Haybc Jh Canuon m u.ll u. hwu hh fo: a long thc e

R mt m not nm. jult uh nd utect o! !lct. lh t‘uh h- hu bml |
hdly trut«l by 111 (though h udn'c cyn lo. I thtuk In -uu u too). |

l.l. ln!on luvtu: for lqudo: I uu.a hmrd lnhr. Cn:l; un.a c.,., - "
":“.I [ FEE
.ud “ . I m ”“' w0 Cnm "‘" "“u l't bil notu tot

c““‘ Cnu talhd to Conu vbo tmul mu nbon: thou b.u. m. u '.,“ -




e WASHING T ON; DS

utzandwautstoknowwho1stry1nqto

e i'--i.é'_t;t-}him‘i'out’:"; :Pe"‘r'uf;‘éi‘il' 5 Armitage who calls ‘Colin to f£ind:
© iy out'what dg-goingom. o LT ETERRE O BAE

7@ .0 1 brief Colin' on the call -to, the VP and ‘indicate that the " & .
EES I ‘quev.st'j.pn"'w‘ef?‘u.e-t:yinqﬂ.ft‘_ofspur'que‘;is,-.vuhe,the:gth‘e:-\hssgyu TR A

. mission'is set,  I1f it is not, can we give Perot: the name of
... ., 'the'person. in Hanoi with: whom we've, been -dealing so that -':. . -
“#. .. Perot can directly or: through an intermediary put in a- good .-t
e oword for Vessey. ittt S e

e Colin sEys  that we haven't been ‘able to get far: enough with '

'/ ’discusions ‘in Hanoi to ;communicate with'them. about: Vessey.'' e
" ':Hinoi, according ‘to:Colin, would rather deal with Perot. ... "

RN fl'h‘e’y;’\h,iyej«b‘eg‘n_stif‘ﬁn‘qrth'e ':qow:nment,‘b'e;qus'g;gthey?%ult;j SRR
' rather, deal with Perot, .. ... .. e e e

.9 . Colin.agreed. to;do' some-"checking ‘and’ gee if there is.a way | ..
<UL to get Perot ';a'j“inlrpe',;ﬁthat--he~'c‘ouldj.*qontlét;"tq @ faciliteds e
¢ Vessey's mission - it'is possible that :there Is not name: ' .~ - .
- % available; ‘or that ‘there is'a -name but-the individual may. ..o

Ve L ooabonot want: his name made public. " .

| ® - Iy event, Colin will call back.

7" .© . CALL-BACK (3:55pm)+ ,‘the‘re_isisf;‘no“qng,:hat»‘w;'-v;'bgdn. dealing. . . .
S etk over the last few.months. because of their own internmal = R
Ly situation and because tme they believe that there-is a. . DT

. . . bigger deal"coming soon who will be: bearing gifts and so our R

e ‘-we.-;_till,".be_li'evogthit;zi‘t'isnot wise for Ross to go... after ...

... .14 years: they have denjed 1live Anericans... if they were to' ..

.. produce live pecple, can you imagine what will be asked for?

) e onr policy ‘:i."nte:.d"sf's“ nbft.‘s"c!:vid' by Mr. 'Q_P‘erbé' s iﬁejﬁéﬁi at - ]
¢ . -the moment ey Ce e
0 - wa've not gotten our emad Wiesinin orderto identify our - SEEE
v .Xeal emm¥sary. (Vessey);. hence,. it would not be Appropriate
. to have,him negotiating for us... he should urge.them to . -,

T follow the proper channels. and work through those in the Us .~ . .

. who adtually represent the US.. . . o .- L




TALKING POINTS I-'OR CALL '1'0 ROSS PEROT .- R | RS Tt XTI
B e et S SRR RIS Colinl’owen

.,._.;‘-'I'm calllnq atte: talkinq to Cta.ig Fuller.‘ He and the v:.ce e
.- .President are leav:l.ng for Ecuador and they wam:cd me to. :
'follow up with you. ARt RS

or to follci-up - o N

o ; mn‘.man to rénh is the foreign ministu: and deputy prime
“minister, Nguycn Co 'rhach (tock). {b-b*

- '-.,"The k us has been in touch with him '1I‘ thc -pnst .and .' ‘ls;dlz.;.lzx \\
e hhxzx has worked with him"' '

{'_‘.f,o‘l . j'factuany, the President _"h 5 asked Howard ak
"-w.tth you- on thi.s mtte:. ‘

w“ SUPE

prmcipal interlocutor" on thzs

:"""‘.'c_':l:‘f-"--}however, when somehing as,sensitive as’ thi.s subject i8-
" -raised, we've got to coordinate very carefuny with ,Fra
_carlucci and the nat:l.oml security staff.» e

o .I“_‘,;.“.mtu:, L

‘I o :,.l.IvButI he is not hluxupx holding up stsey we can t even get

.ﬂ u-‘-\_
ﬂﬂ‘!—u‘-’d I

- ‘.,"'9 l;let m tell you Whl.t n dvance tem in there

-
-

it has not been "going wen'with those in ,Hanoi and our
“ emisnries have not ‘been . in contact: with anyone who. will
.8 8 b

R B ..‘Prefer - get 'tock to :I.et advance emis;a:y ,ﬁ; gh,n, childxess
-*rhiqh*level _ s~eitizcn. —

' in bangkok,or sombody )

M
h‘..?

- tada ft- elsrit:' lhildrus"unacceptable
‘to pr.epa:e the way for Ynnyzxz the higher emissary,

e _fthe:e ore, "'there.is no"one i.ndiv;ldual uhose n
L you '£0: conuct: should you go:to: umoj..:-' 3

{ni fact--,-~-right nw, the best intetesta- of -the.US. qovernmem: e
“might be. se:ved if you we: Bt to 9. to 'Hmoi':n this: t.ime R ;
u":could

e should you decide to qo tO'zuami., :he best thi.nqyo
.o do isito tEy and convince them that they. must deal’ through P
.. the -proper- chmnels md deal wi.th those :epresentinq the L

‘ United‘ sutes. e AR o

: ‘_who would
" be veuey TR

7

o

%

g
"md“-#z l:

.':qthe vietnamese do 'not know‘ e !:: to be the missary

Tl o But would be of great help if you could qet the vittnamese

257 ‘

kP t° 1"‘ a “3 P!lx rep in to- pave the way for ves:ey

1

i ,."any chance you could come to vashington to meet with craig
o fuller, colin powell - de tty nsc and a good num, 1e general,
" andme. ;nw Mt ch, ﬁén‘;‘ /'z.,»;bL

@ I think you should aiso talk to the Prosident. W\V

| /%

¢t v v .0,
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CUMEH hews perot o
0070371 Porest Lane - .-
. Dallas,.

Texas - 75230

ear st

&

U Mg g, eey

iU THE VICE PRESIDENT .

T

L WASHINGTON . :

(san Antonio)

% Upen receiving your ‘call Saturday T called Bovard Baker. ...
T 1 alse: informed Craig Puller;. who had previously: briefed us on ...

most recent 'cilxg;;,f:om;yoq;;,,g_lzi,upglg;gtgnd%t'.hatﬁjqimjfcannéi\‘"‘f’ff"'?f‘if€’

WAL be 4R €Bich with, you

Ihe Fresddent daternined that Goward Bakek vendd al you

e . ‘the other day, - keeping Frank ¢

0 oward tells me that you are going. .

o foryour files.

T mget out of dtn:

.+ Hegotiator coneept: - I helped
oo and T know! ¢ have a good man... ",

ey w3 G be.zeniss, Ross, bised on our f;
o #A2.T- @idn't-tell you I was. offended by
kﬁ:ﬁ:gm for not calling T,
|/ 1.have worked with you all along the way hoping that Yyour energy . ..
S and principled‘ determination would lead to what you and I both .

.. - want = the return of .our POW/MIA's.: . R R I

atlucei fully informed.'

et T an sorry youtael’ voi have had'
L. but. I.de:; understand

your decision, relayed to me yesterday, to . . SR
SN it .of .. ‘anq'.conve'y,:whatwqrrj.nfomti‘dn‘_iy,on have to the . - .
v new-negotiator. As I fecall, you -strongly favored this high level = - -

' get that. concept put into effect .

_you'='instead of Howard Baker's ' -

lass than full cooperation; | .

friendship of long-#tanding, -
ur. comment to Craig' ' .«

you. The President properly made that determination.

T will continue to do sverything in mp pover tohelpgain

AR their return. 50,1 am sure,

CoaT o You
' pledge to the Reagan library. He did tell me this.  He his.
... -accurately reflected all ‘that 'you have told him. . - ..

©o. . 1.accept your decision to

- does not '
.. critical
S are i work.

Aasked if Craig had told

vill the President. -

ne that you had cancelled your ar

get out of 4t%; but T hope'this . . .

b eront You are umwilling to pass along leads on this - -

subject to those in the
ing day and night to try

United States govermment who .

to get the POW/MIA'e released.




:K:Qur. H- nn-- lo:ot o
© o Mapeh 23, 1901 .r.ﬂ..vw
"-;*Pnge tvo A

e 'rho ldministuuon £ot 11:: pnt wln continue to k«p th!.s SR o
P usue on the ﬁ# bu:n;r. He can do'no len.v e oue R to thou S
who uzved. S e . B .

R ";svinsér-u:-‘:;

”ya;g$£2"flﬁéz»

- f}}The attached material provides:detaxls discussed only br;ofly

f,with Ross - Perot in: connection with Mr. von Marhod

o Mes Perot“suggested thattur. von. Marhod‘may b'“iin the middln ‘fj
. of, this arms business.,s ' e s

 Pe also indibated that Mr. von Harbod knows Ass:stant i‘

l:“Secretary ‘Atmitage and was. _probably responsible for: hav;anfllfﬂ“'\
» o Prank: Carlucci ask Ross Perot to stop critxcizing Rich
*,VA:mitage.-c' (R

' T can’ confirm none of thesemstatements. The attached is"

 (¥ . provided in the-event: any further;revieW'is thought to be
- . necessary ‘

Craig L. Fullcr ffF{lf“i“'”i
...~ Chief of Staff to the
'g vice P:esident L

e The Honorable Edwin Hcase III
© . Attorney Geheral
e S .+ U.S.. Départment . of Justice
U bees gwm wlgeg 1 o -liuh:.ngton, D. c. 20530
.. Prank Car. uce ARHEE '

o0l cralg m1_c:. B




Q&A of 4/8/87 ' Povell v Perot

"';‘,».f:‘ijl. . Tntri.guing that Vietnamese officials acknowledge , T

"existence of live ptisoners. 'Did- ‘Thach or. any ‘other.
. " official’tell him that in-the presence’ of . others,.in a
o ,formal session? .

¥ .,;f;were there. At first they said they couldn't be any -
" Americans in Vietnam because the USs Defense: Department had
- long ago declared ‘them ~all dead.- ‘But’ under Ross' strong. .

. “questicning, ‘and’ as he said he Knew of . intercepts of Pathet L
. Lao -traffic indicating we ‘knew they. are there, they talked' ' " =~ JEN
.~ "of -the possibility that US prisoners might be in: the,hands RN &

“.of ‘the Laotians, ‘and that if this were 'so," ‘they -the
ﬁ,..;,VietnameSe vould be’ helpful in*getting ‘them from the -

A Ne. official actually came out voluntarily and said'"they

-Permi ting‘them;_to hav, ome nd of ' an. economic

', Vie tashed: avay in theiSwedish'ox;Swiss.
ir prize-winnin‘ -piano. piayer ‘to g0:-

‘ ; -Counsel’on improving their
A "'their workera;in ‘bette -buiiding;
_buildingsibuilt"‘by#ietnameseworke’rs

Sand- recognize people on the’ ground’ But ROSS" emphasized
* - -:that no.Vietnamese ‘official he’ talked with stated flatly
- ,-.that there are live American prisoners. RIS

© Laotians. Ross said they believe our: spy satellites can, see )

S

S Y 'He did not tell me' he. names,
" him’ at EDS and the other.was a personal staff person  ': .
i . who had made ‘an ‘advance. trip into the’ country. L _asked if
.7 .‘one’were a ‘retired general and. the other a. retired navy -

i -_vcaptainnand--he‘ said i-he did not ;know who I might

‘, . f ) '\QB Is there anything else Ross can do privately or is he ‘
SV ready to turn it oVer to Vessey et al? L

A " HE said he could keep ta].king to the Vietnamese GuYS
e ‘.;;between now and‘ theeir ‘election ‘on-April 19. Be said that

L .he has had calls ‘from the Vietnamese at the UN -asking - trying '

. to £ind out . if he had séen the President since his return..
.. from:Hanoi. The important. thing Perot wants, he said, is

. ‘acknowledgement from. the President that he has received the

. Perot recommendation of the appointment of a’ ‘senior:
" negotiator,. and that he the President acceépts that -
.. recommendtion and will.act on it in the near £uture - he

. " referred- again €0 the draft: Presidential statement he .

.. suggested... "I’ want the- Vietnanese to see- ‘that. Perot doesn't |

' ".:'waste any: time."”

R . After the election and the announcement of Vessey,noss
AN said, ‘he would want to help Vesseéy by: providing all the -
e information and: impressions he got from his trip to nanoi,
* . “pay for his support staff, maintain his personal contacts -

. with-Vietnamése leader toward the obje