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SECOND SESSION, MONDAY, NOV, 17th, 1941 at 8:15 P. M.

“THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER"

The “Cist Copy” of the Autograph Manuscript, the First Signed
by the Author

{Probably the only Copy available; as the ‘Walters Copy’ and the
Copy in the Pennsylvania Historical Society Are in Museums, The
‘Howard Copy' is Mythical and the ‘Mahar Copy’ Has Been Lost.)

WITH THE ORIGINAL AUTOGRAFH MANUSCRIPT
ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST FRINTING OF
“THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER"
BY ITS FIRST PRINTER

308 KEY. (FRANCIS SCOTT). Autograph Manuscript, signed, of
“The Star-Spangled Banner”. 1 page, folio. Dated “Washing-
ton Oret. 21-40." Together with an Autograph Letter, signed,
by Samuel Sands, the first printer of “The Star Spangled Ban-
ner’’. 5 pages, folio, about 1,300 words, Office of the American
Farmer, Baltimore, January 1, 1877. To Brantz Mayer. With
a Manuscript copy of the song made by Brantz Mayer from the
original issue of the “American”, dated “Baltimore, Wednesday
Morning, September 21, 1814". Also a play-bill: “Anniversary
of the Battle of Baltimore and Bombardment of Fort M Henry.
Baltimore Theatre-Saturday, September 12" (18157) ; and a Col-
ored Portrait of the Author, signed Janet Dexter. All preserved
in a handsome red levant morocco portiolio with the Portrait
of Keys, by Miss Dexter, inlaid on a panel on inside of front
cover, and the extra items in a transparent pocket,

One of the possibly five known autograph manuscript copies of “The Star-
Spangled Banner”, the first signed by him and apparently the first copy macde
after the Walters Copy. Internal evidence apparently makes this copy the true
earliest versiom, There was no question but that the Walters copy was the
earliest extant Manuseript of “The Star-Spangled Banner™, but this mnu-
scripl gives rise to the question whether it is not the true earlicst version of
the famous anthem, The historical data in this description are based on
Oscar . T. Sonneck’s Library of Congress Reports on “The Star-Spangled
Banner™, 19614,

He (Mr. Key) . . . remained on deck during the night, watching every shell,
from the moment it was Ared wtil it fell, listening with breathless interest to
Isear if an explosion followed. While the hombardment continued. it was suffi-
cient proof that the fort had not surremdered. But it suddenly cepsed some
time before dav: and as they had no commumication with any of the encmy's
ships, they did not know whether the fort had surrendered, or the attack
wpon it been abandoned. They paced the deck for the residue of the night in
painful suspense, watching with intense anxiety for the return of day, and
looking every few minutes at their watches, to see how lomg they must
wait for it: and as soon as it dawned, and before it was light encugh to
see objects at a distance, their glasses were turned to the fort, uncertain
whether they should see there the Stars and Stripes, or the flag of the enemy.
At length the light came, and they saw that ‘our fAag was still there” . . .
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THE COLONEL LOUIS ]J. KOLB COLLECTION

Under the excitement he had written a song . . . he - it on th
of their vessel, in the fervor of the moment, w hen he v the enemy
retreating to their ships, and looked at the flag he had watched for so :
as the morning opened. ™. . . He had written some lines, or brici
would aid him in calling them to mind, upon the back of a letter which he
happened to have in his pocket; and for some of the lines, as he proceeded, he
was obliged to rely altogether on his memory | and , . . he fimished it in the
boat on his way to the shore, and wrote it out as it now stands, at the hotel,

"

om the night he reached Baltimore, immediately arrived . . . The next
morning he took it to Judge MNicholson, to ask him what he thought of it .. . he
was so muoch pleased with it that he immediately sent it to a printer, and

directed copies to be struck off in hand-bill form . . . Chief Justice Taney's
aceount remained unchallenged except in ummportant points. =0, G, T.
Sonneck.

THE ORIGINAL EVIDENCE OF SAMUEL SANDS
WHO FIRST SET THE TYPE TO PRINT
“THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER"

On December 23, 1870, Braniz :‘\l:nl\.'u:r_ founder of the Ki:1r_‘\':tl'.l| Historical
Socie and Mexican archeologist, wisited Samuel Sands, editor of the
ican Farmer” and received the copy of “The mi“"HIJilHLll'-'d Banner”
wed above., From the “American” on September 21, 1814, On January
7. Mr. Maver received from Mr. Sands his own account of the printing
of “The Star-Spangled Banner”. Most of this account has been published by
Mr. Sonneck.

“In answer to your note and sebsequent |'ll'!'.~il'l|1:I| request, [ take the carliest
opportunity afforded me of giving you a statement, of my recollections and
impressions of the participation [ had in the '|!lrtlIIII.I|J.:<'I.tiIIj: the original copy of
our great National zong, "The Star-Spangled Banner”, . .

KNOWN MANUSCRIPTS OF “THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER"

Mr. Sonneck lists the known manuscripts of “The Star-Spangled Banner” as
{i |'|'|-::--.1.' &

1. The Judge Nicholson-Mrs. Shippen-Walters copy, 1814, (Now in Walters
Museum, Baltimore).

2. The Louis J. Cist copy, 1840, Present whereabouts unknown { The
Prezent Copy 1= the Cist Copy.)

3. The ?.u]:pts_u_-(l Howard COpYy, circa 1840, (In another |I|:ll'l‘ Mr. HluL|1LT_l\C
describes this: “the handwriting has not the firmness of youth and it
stamuds to reason that Key wrote this manuscript in late life,” A compar:-
son of facsimiles would indicate that it was written after this Cist manu-
seript of 18440.)

4. The Gen. Keim-Pennsylvania Historical Society copy. (Mr. Senneck
dates this manuscript 1842).

5. Mahar copy, 1842,

All of these manuscripts vary in detail of word or phrase. Mr. Sonneck,
l'l-"l_"F!' the Walters text as a b ol rl:-|||1:li|.:ri:~ 1, bt without esthetic comment,
points out the differences. T Cist manuscript contains four variations not
found in any other manuscript, and four additional variations not found in the
Walters manuscrips,

From the careful comparisons it is cvident that Mr. Key used the early
form of words such as “ye” for “You"; “by" for “at™ in the Cist copy; and
in all late copies a comparative uniformity of other expressions, sc “on
!Clh-'ll for “on the™ in the first line of the second stanza, amd “on or “in"
in the sixth line of the second stanza. We e mo actual knowledge of the
wording of the original manuseript of “The Star-Spangled Banner”, which,
according to all awthentic statements, was written on the back of an old letter;
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SECOND SESSION, MONDAY, NOV. 17th, 1941 at 8:15 . M.

but all accounts agree that the original manuscript was submitted to Judge
Nicholson for hiz approval. On the authority of W. W, Hensel of Lancaster,
Pa. Mr. Sonneck states that Mr. Key had an ignorance of musical composition
that was utterly inconceivable, and that he could not even recognize the music
of his own song. It is then apparent, and is t’l'l.‘n-gfﬂ}'.;'l:l as a fact by Mr.
Sonneck, that Juwdge Joseph H. Micholson was the one who adapted “The
Star-Spangled Banner” to the music of “Anacreon in Heaven™. In the process
of this adaptation Judge Nicholson doubtless changed many words, and in all
probability suggested the two changes Mr. Key made in the Walters manu-
script.

THIS MANUSCRIPT PROBAELY THE EARLIEST VERSION

Thiz Cist manuscript diffiers in many words and phrases from the Walters
manuscript and though it was written twenty-five years later the words and
phrases of the Cist and other late copies are of the period of the War of
1812. It is a psychological fact that as a man approaches old age his thoughts
amd the words, he uses revert to the period of his youth and young manhood.
It iz thercfore probable that as Mr. Key wrote this manuscript, the first copy
since that of 1814, his th._.ughq_\: turned back to the eventful tl:l}' when he first
jotted down the outline of his poem, and that in this |||im.|.|-‘L'|‘1'||I: he used the
same words and phrases that he used on the morning that “The Star-Spangled
Banner” yet waved.

209 KILMER, (JOYCE). Autograph Manuscript of the Famous
Poem “Trees”. 1 page, 8vo. Dated May 21, 1915.

This Manuscript is framed with an autographed photograph of Joyee Kilmer.

MANUSCRIPT OF “ON THE ROAD TO MANDALAY"
310 KIPLING, (RUDYARD). The Original Autograph Manuseript
of “Mandalay”. 1 page, 4to, tipped on the folia card and bound
with a portrait of Kipling in full green levant morocco with
doublures of red levant moroceo and green silk moire fly-leaves.
Preserved in cloth portiolio,

This is probably the mostjmportant and certainly the best known product of
Hii?“ll!{lh Pen. : :

11 KITTREDGE, (WALTER). “Autograph Manuscript, signed,
of “Tenting on the Camp Ground™, 2 verses and chorus. 1 page,
Svo. Framed with an autographed portrait of the Author.

912 LOWRY, (ROBERT). Autograph Manuseript, signed, of “Yes
We'll Gather at the River”, hrst verse andschorus written in
ink. 1 page, 12mo. Dated Plainfield, New Jersay, May 10, 1893,

It was written in 1864 during an epidemic in Brooklyn.

318 MARKHAM, (EDWIN). Broadside. “The Man Wiith the
Hoe”. 1 page, folio. With the Autograph of the Author, Rated
1928,
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ONE OF THE FIVE KNOWN AUTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS
OF “THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER”

(ﬂl’j;’ THE CIST COPY * A UNIQUE VERSION

"' g% WITH THE ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPT ACCOUNT
OF THE FIRST PRINTING OF “THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNEI
BY ITS FIRST PRINTER

06. KEY, FRANCIS SCOTT. AUTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPT, signed, of “The
Star-Spangled banner”, 1 p., folio. “Washington Oct. 21-40” Together
with an A. L. s. by Samuel Sands, the first printer of “The Star-Spangled
Banner”, 5 pp., folio, about 1,300 words. Office of the American Farmer,
Baltimore, January 1, 1877. To Brantz Mayer. With a Maquscnp( copy
of the song made by Brantz Mayer from the original issue of the
“American”, dated “Baltimore, Wednesday Morning, September 21,
1814”. Also a play-bill: “Anniversary of the Battle of Bz\ltmmro‘nnd
Bombardment of Fort M’Henry. Baltimore Theatre—Saturday, Sept.
12” [18157]. Together 4 pigces.  * |
ONE OF THE FIVE KNOWN AUTOGRATH MANUSCRIPT COPIES OF “THE
NER” AND APPARENTLY THE FIRST MANUSCRIFT COPY OF THE NATIONAL ANTE
Key AFTeR THE “WALTERS COPY” FROM WHICH THE SONG WAS FIRST PRINTED. INTERNAL
EVIDENCE APPARENTLY MAKES THE PRESENT COPY THE TRUE EARLIEST VERSIO :

, indeed, is the status of this manuscript from that of the one offered in these
B;ﬁi‘,.?:‘: in dl;e;u. There was no_question but that the Walters copy was the earliest
extant manuscript of “The Star-Spangled Banner”, but this manuscript gives rise to_the
question of whether it is not THE TRUE EARLIEST VERSION OF THE FAMOUS SONG
historical data in this description are based on Oscar G. T. Sonneck’s Library of
G Bevoris oo Thie Sias S moglod Barner’, iy 3
Our examination of the present manuscript and_our comparison of its text with that
of the version in Mr. Key's hand sold in these Galleries last year, as well as with the
versions of other manuscripts as quoted by Mr. Sonneck, have strongly inclined us to
the_conclusion that the preseat manuscript approaches more nearly to the text of the
author’s first draft.

In presenting this manuscript to the public it is necessary to consider the following
points:

1. The historical setting under which the song was first written.

2. The evidence of Samucl Sands, the first printer of “The Star-Spangled Banner”.

3. The Autograph Manuscripts of “The Star-Spangled Banner” as listed by Mr. Son-.
neck, with their variations.

4. The development of the conclusion that this manuseript contains the nearest approach
to the true original version of “The Star-Spangled Banner

Tue mstomicaL sertin. Mr. Key gave the first authentic account of the origin of
“The Star-Spangled Baner” to his brother-in-law, R. B. Taney, later Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States, in substance as follows; Dr, B i

of Mr, Key's, was captured by the British during their forays in Maryland, and Mr.
Key, then a volunteer in Major Peter's Light Artillery, went under a flag of truice,
secured through President Madison, to procure his liberation, He was received by the
British Admiral Cochrane, but the relcase of Dr. Bea i

Mr. Key was inform i

“He [Mr. Key] . .. remaincd on deck during the night, watching every shell, from the

moment it was fired, until it fell, listening with breathless interest to hear if an explo-

ion followed, While the bombardment continued, it was sufficient proof that the fort
not surrende: i i L

s light enough to see
the fort, uncertain whether th

should see there the Stars and Stripes, or the flag of the cnemy. At length the Tight
came, and they saw that ‘our flag was still there’. .. . Under the excitement . . . he had
written a song . . . he commenced it on the deck of their vessel, in the fervor of the.
moment, when he saw the enemy hastily retreating to their ships, and looked at the
flag he had watched for so anxiously as the morning opened . . .
“.. . He had written some lines, or bricf notes that would aid him in calling them to
mind, upon the back of a letter which he happened to have in his pocket; and for some

of the lines, as he proceeded, he was oblige:

next morning, he took it to Judge 5
he was so much pleased with it that he immediately sent it to a printer, and directed
copies to be struck off in hand-bill form. . .. Chief Justice Taney's account remained
unchallenged except in unimportant points”—0, G, T, Sonncck,

THE ORIGINAL EVIDENCE OF SAMUEL SANDS

“THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER” A\ ) 3 i

On December 23, 1876, Brantz Mayer, founder of the Maryland Historical Society an

e e hes g LI Sl Shan editor of the “American. Farmer”, and

made the copy of “The Star-Spangled Banner” mentioned above, from the “American’

September a1, 1814. On January 1, 1877, M Mayer reccived from Mr. Sands rs
Tk STab-Spa

NTING OF NerEn Ranwen”  Moet of thie aceonnt.
en published by Mr. Sonneck. ; 7

“In answer to your note and subsequent porsonal request, I take the earliest opportunity
afforded me of giving you o siatement of my recollections and impressions of the par-
ticipation I had in the promulgating the original copy of our great National song, ‘The
Star-Spangled Banner'. . . . ¢

“ . . dfter the battie of North Point and the ceasing of the bombardment of Fort
AEenry, the Brilish forces retired from ote skores un theis boats, 10 the fect lying
in the rives, and_then proceeded down the bay, leaving our City and its surroundings
free ance more from the dangers of their incursion. though there were a number
of regiments of mililia hastily drawn from ihe counties of our own siale, as also from
the neighboring states of Pennsylvania and Virginia, et the force which was sent 1o

the front to meet Gen. Ross and liis invading army, which hod_efiected a landing at
North Point, consisted almost entirely of the Baltimare city regiments

“These citizen soldiers, when the enemy had disappeared from our vicinity, took up
their quarters in and adjacent 1o the intrenchments and batteries erccted for our defence
upon Loudenslager's hill, just eastward of the City borders, where they remained for
some short time : ilst thus located, Mr. Thos. Murphy, one of the members of
Capt. Aisquith's First Baltimore Sharp Shooters, oblained leave of absence, and
turned to the city, and again opened ihe counting room of the American, which with
all the olher newspapers of the day, had suspended publication for the time being, the
editors, journcymen and apprentices able io bear arms, being in the military service
According o the best of my recollections, I was the only i inti
office that was left, whe was not in the military service,

years of age, and not capable of bearing arms. I whiled away the fime during the
suspense of the invasion, i looking after the office, and in occasional visits to the ‘
at the entrenchments. After Mr. Murphy's return, the manuscript copy of the song
was brought to the ofice. I always had the impression that Mr. John S. Skinner
brought st, but I never so stated it as a fact, for I had no proof thercof, bui it was g
mere idea, and I never considered it of sufficient importance 1o make inguiry upon the
subject from my old and valued friend, Mr. Murphy, or from Mr. Skinner, who was
subscquently engaged with me in the editing of my farm journal, and who was the
founder thereof—but the letter of udge Taney, alluded to above, proves that I was
mistaken in that matter—Mr. Skinner was a cartel agent for our government in ils
intercourse with the British fleet in our Bay and I took up the impression that he on his
return from the fieet, had brought from Mr. Key the manuscript . . .

“When it was brought to the printing ofice, my impression is, and ever has been, that
1 was the only one of those belonging to the establishment who was on hand, and that
it was put in type, and what the printers call ‘galley proofs’ were struck off previous
1o the rencwal of ‘the publication of the paper, and it may be, and probably was the
case, that from onc of these proofsiips, handbiils were printed and circulated through-
out ity . . . At the time I put the song in type, I was an apprentice in the office
of the Ballimore American and lived in the family of Mr. Murphy . .

KNOWN MANUSCRIPTS OF “THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER”

Mr. Sonncck lists the known manuscripts of “The Star-Spangled Banner” as follow
£V, The Judge Nickoison-Mrs. Shippen-Walters copy, 1814 [sold in these Galleries
in 1034].
(2) The Louis J. Cist copy, 1840. Present whereabouts unknown, [TE rReseNt copy
15 THE CIST COPY.]
(3) The supposed Howard copy, circa 1840, [In another place Mr. Sonneck describes
this: “ wiriting has not the firmness of youth and it stands to reason that Ki
wrote this manuscript in late life”. A comparison of facsimiles would indicate that it
was written aiter this Cist manuscript of 1840.]
(4) The Gen. Keim-Pennsylvania Historical Society copy. [Mr. Sonneck dates this.
manuscript 1842.]
(5) The Mahar copy, 1842,
All of these manuscripts vary in detail of word or phrase. Mr. Sonneck, using the
Walters text as a basis of comparison, but without esthetic comment, points ouf th
differences, This Cist manuscript contains FOUR VARIATIONS NOT FOUND IN ANY OTHES
MANUSCeIPr, and four additional variations not found in the Walters manuscript. Some
of these variants are peculiar, such as “ye” “you” in “O say can you see”; “by” for
“at” in “What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight’s last gleaming” ; and “that hos? thap
for “that band who" in “And where is that band who so vauntingly swore”.
From the preceding comparisons it is evident that Mr. Key used the early form of
words such as “ye” for “You": “by” for "at” in the Cist copy; and in all jate copies

comparative uniformity of other expressic m that” for “on the” i
first line of the second stanza, and “on” for “in” in the sixth line of the second stanza

e have no actual knowledge of the wording of the original manuscript of “The Star-
Spangled Banncr", which, according to all authentic statements, was written on the
ack of an old letter; but all accounts agree that the original manuseript was sub.
mitted to Jll_dgE Nicholson frnr his approval. On the authority of W. W. Hensel of

Lancaster, Pa. Mr. Sonneck states that Mr. Key had an ignorance of musical com
position that was utterly inconecivable, and that he could not even recognize the musi
of his own song. It is then apparent, and is recognized as a fact by Mr, Sonneck, thay
Judge Joseph H. Nicholson was the ‘one who adapted “The Star-Spangied Bannec”
the music of “Anacreon in Heaven”. In the process of this adaptation Judge Nicholson|
doubtless changed many words, and in all probability suggested the two changes Mr|
Key made in the Walters manuscript.

THIS MANUSCRIPT PROBABLY THE EARLIEST VERSION
This Cist manuscript differs in many words and phrases from the Walters manuseript,
and though it was written twenty-five years later the words and phrases of the Cisi]
and other late copics are of the period of the War of 1812, It is a

t as a man approaches old age his thoughts and the word

period of his youth and young manhood. f
wrote this manuscript, the first copy since that of 1814,
eventful day when he first jotied down the outline of h
script he used the same words and phrases that he used
Spangled Banner” yet wav
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